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by Audrey Mitchell, Session Clerk 

 

“On behalf of the Congrega�on I extend a 

very warm welcome to you Lynne. We are all 

looking forward to Tuesday, 27th January, 

1998 and to being present at your 

Ordina�on and Induc�on Service - to 

mee�ng with you a*erwards and ge+ng to 

know you. 

 

A New Year - a new beginning - and most 

importantly for us, a new ministry here in 

Granton. A new challenge for all of us as we 

work together. May I take this opportunity 

of assuring you of our prayers and support as 

you take up your ministry with us. I earnestly 

hope and pray that we, the members of 

Granton, will be ready to show our 

willingness to help and support you at all 

�mes as together we face and accept new 

challenges which are bound to present 

themselves in 1998 and beyond. 

 

Thanks 
I should like to express our sincere thanks to 

the Rev. John Tait, Interim Moderator during 

the Vacancy, for all his help and guidance 

these last 9 months; and also to our Locum 

Minister the Rev. Charlo4e Henderson, along 

with her husband Robert. You have 

endeared yourselves to us here in Granton, 

and we have greatly appreciated and 

enjoyed having you with us - we shall miss 

you both when you leave us at the end of 

January. We wish you both well in whatever 

you do and may God's richest blessings be 

yours. 

 

An opportunity will be given to thank John, 

Charlo4e and Robert on the 27th January, 

but mean�me may I say "a very big thank-

you" from all your friends here in Granton - 

it's been lovely having you with us over 

these past months. 

 

The vacancy commi�ee 
And to the members of the Vacancy 

Commi4ee - what can I say! It seemed a long 

�me as we made our way through endless 

mee�ngs, mountains of paper and 

interviews etc. but I'm more than happy to 

say we  got there in the end under the very 

able guidance of our Convenor Ian 

McPherson and Secretary, Mrs. Jessie 

Macdonald.   I'm sure we are all now looking 

forward to working with and suppor�ng 

Lynne as she takes up her ministry among us. 

I personally feel we were a very happy group 

who worked well together and for me it was 

a privilege to be one of you, so my own 

special thanks, along with the thanks of the 

Congrega�on. 

 

NOW LET US ALL "LOOK FORWARD IN FAITH" 

TO 
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Dear friends, 

 

Perhaps you remember the great 'redding 

up' which went on in our homes over the 

season of Hogmanay?  Marion McNeill in 

her book "The silver Bough" describes it so 

well. 'Slops and ashes which are usually 

removed in the morning, are carried out. 

Debts must be paid, borrowed ar�cles 

restored, stockings darned, tears mended, 

clocks wound up, pictures hung straight, 

brass polished and fresh linen put on the 

beds' 

 

We �dy away the Christmas decora�ons, 

but the warmth, goodwill and kindliness of 

many friends remain in our hearts. That is 

certainly so as I remember these months 

spent with you as your locum minister. 

 

It has been good to be with you, and 

especially to share with Maureen as she too 

comes near to the end of her associa�on 

with the congrega�on - how very much she 

will be missed! 

 

But New Year is essen�ally a �me of 

renewal and so Robert joins with me in 

wishing you all a "Good New Year". That is 

the old Scots gree�ng, and is more solid a 

wish than "A Happy New Year". We can't 

really expect to be happy all year, but you 

can look for the good gi*s God has planned, 

as with your new minister you start on a 

new exci�ng chapter of congrega�onal life. 

 

May God's grace be with us all, 

 

Charlo�e Henderson 

and  

WELCOME BUFFET 

TUESDAY  

27th JANUARY  

at 7pm 

 

The ordina�on and induc�on of our 

new minister will take place on Tuesday 

27th January at 7pm. Sco4 Marshall, 

the communuity minister, will conduct 

the service, and  the preacher will be 

Rev Alison Cunningham. The ordina�on 

will be carried out by the Moderator of 

Edinburgh Presbytery, Rev Donald 

Steven. 
 
There will be a buffet in the halls a*er 

the service and a chance to welcome 

Lynne to Granton  - everyone is invited 

to come along. 

Please note that the cost of Life & Work is 

now 80p per copy as from this month. 
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KIRK OUTLOOK 
IN 1998 

 

Welcome to the first Kirk Outlook of 1998. 

 

As always we welcome contribu�ons to the 

Church Magazine (both literary and 

financial). If anyone has an item of news - 

maybe a wedding anniversary, a college 

success, a special birthday, engagement or 

addi�on to the family - or a reminiscence, 

some views on current affairs or an 

experience worth rela�ng, why not become 

a roving reporter for Kirk Outlook. If you’re 

not sure if your news is suitable - try us! 

 

Kirk outlook has to be ready for Elders to 

pick up two weeks before Communion. The 

editor needs a few days to gather ar�cles, 

type them up and prepare the final copy for 

our printer, Ian Dunn, who usually manages 

to get the printed pages back to us within 2 - 

3 days. Then Bunty Kaye needs a few days to 

collate, fold and staple. So the deadlines are 

always 4 Sundays before Communion. Here 

are copy dates for the year ahead: 

 

Deadlines 
The March issue will be brought to you by 

your Elder just before Communion on 29th 

March, so the DEADLINE IS SUNDAY 1st 

MARCH 

 

The June issue will be brought to you by 

your Elder just before Communion on 28th 

June, so the DEADLINE IS SUNDAY 31st MAY 

 

The October issue will be brought to you by 

your Elder just before Communion on 25th 

October, so the DEADLINE IS SUNDAY 27TH 

SEPTEMBER 

 

The January 1999 issue will be brought to 

you by your Elder just before Communion on 

31st January 1999, so the DEADLINE IS 

SUNDAY 3rd JANUARY 1999. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION WILL 
BE CELEBRATED ON 

Sunday 25th January 

at 9.30am and 11.00am 



5 

Ian & Isobel Murray 

Murree Chris�an School, Pakistan 

Queen honours 
our missionary 

partner 
 

Ian Murray, our Missionary Partner, was 

appointed an MBE by the Queen during her 

recent Asian visit. Ian received the honour at 

a private inves�ture  at the Bri�sh High 

Commission residence in Islamabad. Ian was 

of course accompanied to the inves�ture by 

his wife Isobel and other family members 

who had flown out  from Scotland for the 

occasion. 

 

Ian has taught science and physical 

educa�on at Murree Chris�an School in 

Pakistan since 1962 - this is what some of 

the pupils at the school wrote for the 

school’s newspaper: 

 

A bit like a broach 
Mr Murray has been working at the school 

for a long �me, so he got an M.B.E. It’s like a 

broach. It had a bit of cloth on it. It was very 

nice. Mr Murray first got told about this by 

one of the Queen’s secretaries. He said, “I 

shall have to talk it over with my wife”. So 

he went to see the Queen! He felt a bit shy 

and nervous. Mr Murray’s opinion of the 

Queen was, “A nice lady.” - Rebekah 

Newmarch (grade 3) 

 

A silver badge 
Mr Murray has seen the Queen. Mr Murray 

has worked so hard for Murree Chris�an 

School that the Queen gave him  a silver 

badge. One day he came to our classroom 

and showed us the badge. When I saw the 

badge I said in my mind that he is lucky then 

I remembered he worked hard. - Sang Min 

(grade 3) 

 

You can take it! 
Mr Murray said, “I didn’t just get it, my wife 

and I prayed and asked God what to do and 

He said, You can take it. So I took it. I could 

either go to England or Islamabad. I went to 

Islamabad. The Queen was there.” We got 

to pass around the M.B.E. and a le4er from 

the Queen and the Duke. - Emma Black 

(grade 3) 

Mrs Ilean Greig is our Missionary Partner 

Correspondent. You can get more details 

about the Murrays from her. She can be 



6 

The 

Money Man   
 
Report from the Treasurer  
Alister Greig 
 
 

As the year has now drawn to a close and I 

am busy preparing my first set of annual 

returns I thought it might be a good idea to 

say a few brief words about Granton’s 

finances and how things have gone this year. 

 

A whopping increase! 
In any period of a vacancy things can be a bit 

unse4ling for a congrega�on and this year’s 

finances have certainly proved that.  Our 

offerings at the beginning of the year started 

the way they finished with an increase of 

around 5%, although in one month I was 

extremely heartened when I recorded a 

whopping 23% increase on the same period 

last year …. ah, if this could only have been 

kept up! 

 

A very small surplus 
However, I really can’t complain since, 

originally, I was looking at a deficit of around 

£4,500.  With the vacancy we avoided certain 

bills rela�ng to s�pend etc. and, together 

with our increase in offerings, this meant we 

were able to turn that deficit around to a 

small (very small) surplus and also meet all 

our commitments, especially our Mission and 

Aid.  

 

Thanks 
Without men�oning anybody or any 

organisa�on in par�cular, can I add my 

thanks to all who gave dona�ons to the 

church.  All dona�ons were gratefully 

received and made my own job a bit easier.  

Thank you. 

 

Keep it up 
Now to 1998.  Although we are extremely 

grateful to Presbytery who have kept our 

Mission and Aid target at pre4y much what 

it’s been for the last few years (£4,080), 

things will s�ll be �ght come December.  I’m 

op�mis�c that we can achieve all that we 

wish to achieve, with your help.  Please 

remember to keep filling up those freewill 

offering envelopes each week (even if you 

are unable to come to church) or, 

alterna�vely, you may wish to give by 

standing order.  The choice is completely up 

to you.  If you want to know more, or can 

help the 

church 
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The first half of our session under our new name has flown past. We have had entertaining 

speakers and learned a bit about "decoupage" and "gi* wrapping" on the lighter side, coupled 

with the work of the Rock Trust and the WRVS and many others. Our Christmas social was very 

much enjoyed by all our members. 

 

We look forward to a varied "second half" and hope to welcome any new members who would 

by Jessie Macdonald, 

Secretary 

 

Malcolm Burton 

 
The Junior Sec�on now has 12 Boys' 

mee�ng regularly. As from Wednesday 7th 

January all sec�ons have been mee�ng on 

Wednesday Nights in the East (Big) Hall - 

the Junior's from 6.3Opm to 7.45pm and 

the Company Sec�on from 8.00 pm. 

 

The Junior's are si+ng in Second place in 

the football league, and hope to improve 

on this a*er the winter shut down by 

winning the indoor 5's compe��on. Since 

the last News Spot we have held 3 events. 

 

A Halloween Party - the Fancy Dress ranged 

from Zombies, Dracula to a Li4le Devil (the 

Staff think he came as him self!). 

 

A Joint Coffee Morning with the Guides 

which raised £257 (£128.50 each). Thank 

you to all who contributed directly or 

otherwise. This paid our capita�on fee 

(£119) for this session. 

 

Lastly the Christmas Party where we found 

two boys' that don't like Jelly and Ice 

Cream! 

 

The Boys' and Staff Hope 

everyone had a Happy 

Christmas and wish you all a 

Thanks for the 
magazines 

 

Thank you once again for the magazines and 

books generously given by members for the 

Royal Victoria Hospital Library. They are 

greatly appreciated and enjoyed. 

 

SCOUTPOST The 87th Scout 

Group and the Granton Guide 
Companies would like to thank 
everyone who helped with and used 
Scoutpost ‘97.  We collected 12,600 
cards (up over 2,000 on 1996) and 
delivered 13,259 (up over 1,000 on 
1996). Over £1,400 was raised for 
Scout and Guide funds. 
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Glad to report that we are s�ll thriving and 

look forward to seeing our regular diners 

each Wednesday. It's hard to believe that 

we are into our fourth year already. 

Officially, we are supposed to be open 

between 12 noon and 2 pm, but the trend 

seems to be to lunch between 12 noon and 

1 pm which makes life a bit hec�c at �mes. 

A few addi�ons to the Menu have been 

made since Olive joined the staff, but we s�ll 

retain all the old favourites and surmise we 

must be doing something right as the 

numbers each Wednesday are quite steady. 

 

The last lunch of 1997 was of course the 

Christmas Lunch on 10th December and it 

was a real happy occasion for staff and 

customers alike. The decora�ons had been 

hung, fairy lights were twinkling, candles 

glowing and the Lunch Club 'Choir' 

welcomed early arrivals with a few seasonal 

songs. 

A few "thank you's" are due at this point - to 

Audrey and Maureen for serving Lunch to 

the staff, to Bill Pollock, Andrew and Ian 

McPherson for tackling the washing up, to 

Bill King for the fairy lights and his candid 

camera shots, to all the kind folk who 

handed in swee�es etc. but most of all we 

thank everyone who supports the Club week 

in week out. Some of you who are reading 

this may not have tried us so we would 

invite you to join us on Wednesday's from 

12 noon and you'll be sure of  a good lunch 

and a warm welcome. 

The Lunch Club 

KIRSTY’S 

COFFEE 

MORNING 

 

We meet every Thursday morning between 

10am and 11.30am - and have done so for 

over 40 years! 

 

If you enjoy a wee chat and a cup of tea or 

coffee then this is the place to come. The 

West Hall every Thursday 

To the 
Lunch 
Club 
Ladies 

 
 

Bill, Be�y, Nancy and Andrew too 

Would like to say thanks to all of you 

For all the hard work you do with a smile 

Making Granton Parish Lunch Club  

The best by a mile 

 

Warmest wishes to all 
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Parish Register 

B89:;<=< 

On November 2nd Emma Courtney Moir 

 

“The promise is to you and your children” Acts Ch 2 Vs 39 

 

W>??;@A< 

OCTOBER  5th Thanksgiving - Ann & Colin Morris  

(who were married on 10th September) 

NOVEMBER  22nd Lynn Grant to Stuart Crosier 

 

FB@>C8D< 

OCTOBER 3rd Mr John Gray of 1 Pilton Drive North 

   Mr James Howie of 4 Wardieburn Place North 

  8th Mrs Bunty McKenzie of 10 Wardieburn Place East 

  18th  Mrs Mary Bell of 34 Boswall Drive 

  27th Angela McDonald of 28/2 Royston Mains Crescent 

  28th Mrs Blanche Piercy of Silverlea 

  29th Mrs Peggy Rush of 18/4 Pilton Drive North 

  30th Mrs Grant of Trinity Lodge 

NOVEMBER 3rd Mr David Millar of 22/2 Royston Mains Crescent 

   Mrs Annabel Davies of 23 Granton Mains Avenue 

   Mrs Roberta Woolard of 56 Royston Mains Crescent 

  17th  Mr David Walker of 15 Crewe Place 

DECEMBER 3rd Mr John Moodie of 10 Fraser Gardens 

  4th Mr Henry Paterson of 83 Pilton Drive 

   Mrs Helen Hargreaves of 1 Wardie Square 

  5th Mr Charles White of 53/6 Granton Crescent 

  12th  Mrs Helen Barnes of  4/1 Granton Terrace 

   Mr Richard Jordan of 6/1 Royston Mains Gardens 

  15th Mr Henry Ritchie of 32 Wardieburn  Terrace 

  17th  Mr David Forsyth of 8 Boswall Gardens 

  19th Mr Robert Cooper, c/o 43 Pilton Drive 

  22nd Mr James Gilchrist of 11 Wardieburn Place East 

  29th Mr  Leonard Holton of 32 Boswall PArkway 

  31st Mr Emmanuel Burton of 15 Boswall Quadrant 

 

“Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, 

they shall rise up on wings like eagles. 

They shall run and not grow weary 
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In Korea there is a legend about a na�ve 

warrior who died and went to heaven. 'Before 

I enter,' he said to the gatekeeper, 'I would 

like you to take me on a tour of hell.' The 

gatekeeper found a guide to take the warrior 

to hell. When he got there he was astonished 

to see a great table piled high with the 

choicest foods. But the people in hell were 

starving. The warrior turned to his guide and 

raised his eyebrows. 

 

'It's this way,' the guide explained. 'Everybody 

who comes here is given a pair of chops�cks 

five feet long, and is required to hold them at 

the end to eat. But you just can't eat with 

chops�cks five feet long if you hold them at 

the end. Look at them. They miss their mouths 

every �me, see?' 

 

The visitor agreed that this was hell indeed 

and asked to be taken back to heaven post-

haste. In heaven, to his surprise, he saw a 

similar room, with a similar table laden with 

very choice foods. But the people were happy: 

they looked radiantly happy. 

 

The visitor turned to the guide: 'No chops�cks 

I suppose?' he said. 'Oh yes,' said the guide, 

'they have the same chops�cks, the same 

length, and they must be held at the end, just 

as in hell. But you see these people have 

learned that if a man feeds his neighbour, his 

neighbour will feed him also.' 

End of an era 
for Jenny 

 

Changes are afoot at the beginner’s Sunday 

School this month when Jenny McCraw 

‘re�res’ as leader. 

 

Jenny, who has been leader of the beginner’s 

for over 15 years, is now taking a well-earned 

rest. She was a teacher in the Sunday School 

for some years before taking over at the 

helm.  

 

Many of us will have fond memories of the 

Sunday School’s contribu�on to worship in 

church over the years, and those of us who 

came through the Beginners’ remember such 

favourites as ‘hear the pennies dropping’ and 

‘hush li4le baby’, as well as the roof-raising 

rendi�ons of Jingle Bells in an a4empt to 

encourage Santa to come off the roof of the 

wee hall and join in the kids’ Christmas 

par�es! 

 

Jenny’s genuine love for the kids showed 

throughout her �me in the department and 

we’ll all miss her. 

Also hanging up the crayons and scissors will 

be Barbra Hudspeth, who has also been a 

teacher for 15 years, and Tracy Fergie who 

has been around for 7 years. 

Enjoy your rest and please accept a big thank 

you on behalf of all the parents of  ‘the wee 

ones’ past and present.  

We wish 

your 
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It wasn’t in OUR magazine! 
 

Some announcements which slipped through into some other church magazines - allegedly 

 

  "Don't let worry kill you - let the Church help." 

 

  "At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'what is hell?' Come early and listen to 

our choir prac�ce." 

 

  "Next Sunday a special collec�on will be taken to defray the cost of a new carpet. All those 

wishing to do something on the new carpet will come forward and do so." 

 

  "On Wednesday the Ladies' Group will sing 'Put Me In My Li4le Bed', accompanied by the 

minister." 

 

  Making a clean breast of it: -"Volunteers please to help clean the bras at St 

John's." (...Fortunately) "they only need a4en�on a few �mes a year".  

 

  A church in Florida was asked how many people the church could sleep in case of a hurricane. 

CHRISTIAN AID 

 

Change the Rules at 
your supermarket 
 

 

Did you know that Britain's top ten supermarket chains 

make the same amount of money each year as the 35 poorest countries in the world? 

 

We can pop into our local store and buy fresh food from Kenya, Brazil and Thailand, but did you 

know that children in those countries are s�ll dying from curable diseases like diarrhoea? 

 

Supermarkets have the ability to influence the working condi�ons of people producing their 

own brand goods. Change the Rules is all about urging stores to adopt an important set of 

interna�onal standards which will protect workers in the Third World. 

 

They already stock some goods which carry an independent guarantee that the workers get a 

be4er deal. There are now 21 products including tea, coffee and chocolate which carry the 

Fairtrade mark. So you can see that it is possible to change the rules. 
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