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  …..what does it mean? 
Marilynn says ..  

Goodbye….. 
          …..and we look back at her time with us 
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The Waterfront Christmas Festival 
North Edinburgh Waterfront invites you to a Christmas celebration with 
live music, food, face painting, a Christmas film and much more. The 
2011 Christmas Festival takes place at the Hub, Telford College on 
Thursday 15th December at 7pm – all are welcome.  
 
More information on this event, and EMERGE, on their website at 
www.new-community.org.uk 
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There’s always a bit of a dilemma  for the 
Christmas issue of KO. Because there’s 
so much going on at this time of year we 
have to make some tough decisions 
about what to include on our 16 pages 
and what to leave out. I hope we’ve got it 
right! It was important to say a proper 
‘thanks and goodbye’ to Marilynn (see 
page 8), and a proper ‘hello and 
welcome’ to Iain (see page 7). We’ve 

tried to give you a flavour of the annual 
Leadership conference (on page 12) and 
whet your appetite for Christmas events 
and worship throughout the magazine. 
 
Remember the magazine is just one of 
the ways that we keep in touch. The 
weekly bulletin always has up to date info 
in it and can be picked up each Sunday. 
For those who have access to the 
website I’d urge you to visit regularly as 
it’s changing all the time. One of the most 
recent improvements is that you can now 
listen again to Norman’s sermons. 
 
Happy Christmas. 

Chas Macintosh 

Magazine &  

Website Editor 

Regular, up to date information is available on our website 

www.grantonparish.org.uk 
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Minister’s letter    

Christmas - fulfilment 
of a promise 

  Rev Norman Smith 

  Minister 

  0131 551 2159 

So also will be the word that I speak -   
it will not fail to do what I plan for it; it will do everything I send it to do. 

(Isa 55:11) 
 
Whilst reading the paper today there was an interesting admission from David 
Cameron that the coalition’s targets to reduce our national debt would not be met on 
schedule. Kenneth Clark the justice secretary was quoted as saying “You can’t ignore 
the fact that we are trying to get ourselves out of trouble in the middle of a global 
economy that is still in a devil of a mess. That is bound to have an effect on what 
actually happens.” 

In the business section there was another 
article about an airline based in the south 
of England going into administration. 
Astraeus Airlines spokesman was quoted 
as saying they had had “extremely bad 
luck” with a number of technical issues 
that had contributed to their 
circumstances. 
 
Wrong kind of snow 
Going into their archive I found a story 
from the 7th of February 1991 where 
British Rail famously blamed “the wrong 
kind of snow” for causing train chaos. Of 
course it was then followed by the wrong 
kind of leaves and wrong kind of sun!  
 
Perhaps our national Bard Robbie put it 
most succinctly: 
 

The best-laid schemes o' mice an 'men  
Gang aft agley,  

An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain,  
For promis'd joy! 

 
Often times our best plans do not 
happen; there are moments when we 
wonder ‘how on earth did I end up here?’  
 
Having aimed to be in a place of joy we 

instead end up as Robbie puts it in a 
place of pain. Sadly in the current 
circumstances of our world more and 
more people find themselves in this 
situation. 
 
Reassurances  
One of the great reassurances of 
Christianity is that God’s purposes are 
not determined by whether the world is 
having a good or bad time. Your faith will 
not be derailed by the wrong kind of 
snow! Nor will you get to heaven to find 
it’s been downgraded due to efficiency 
savings. 
 
When God spoke to the prophet Isaiah 
many thousands of years ago it was in 
the midst of turmoil. His country, Israel, 
was a country constantly being invaded 
by regional powers. It found itself in the 
centre of a tug of war because the very 
lucrative Middle Eastern trade routes ran 
through it where everyone wanted to 
control them because with them came the 
ability to levy taxes which in turn brought 
significant wealth. 
 
Into that ever changing mix God 
reassured Isaiah with the following words: 
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So also will be the word that I speak--- it 

will not fail to do what I plan for it; it will do 
everything I send it to do. (Isa 55:11) 

 
No superpower, no great army, no 
seemingly impossible circumstance would 
derail God’s will or change what he had 
decreed. A promise that is still valid today. 
 
Your faith is not contingent on having a 
good time, nor on whether you feel it is 
doing well or struggling. God’s love 
towards you does not depend on whether 
you are ‘successful or a ‘disaster.’  
 
The promises of God will not be rescinded 
because God has changed his mind!  
 
To emphasise this Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians  
 

“The one who calls you is faithful and he 
will do it.” [1 Thess 5:24] 

 
If you want an example of God’s 
faithfulness look at what he said to Isaiah 
in chapter 7 verses 14  
 
 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign: The virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel.”  

 
Here we are many thousands of years 
later celebrating the fulfilment of that 
promise. 
 
When you think of Christmas this year, 
remember your God is faithful. Irrespective 
of what happens in society or the wider 
world, remember your God is faithful.  
 
Whether in a months’ time you look back 
and say you had a good or a bad 
Christmas, remember, your God is faithful. 
 
I hope and pray this Christmas will be a 
meaningful time for you where your faith 
will be reassured. 
 
God Bless 
 

Norman. 

 
Funerals 
 
6 October  Isabella King (m)  7 Boswall Loan  (m) 
25 November  Archibald Young 68 Pilton Drive 
 
(m) denotes member at Granton 

Parish Register 

Communion 

We will be celebrating informal Communion on 
Christmas Day, formal Communion on the last Sunday 
in January, and informal Communion on the last 
Sunday in February 
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Over the past twelve years, writing an 
article for Kirk Outlook often presented a 
problem for me, in as much as ‘what on 
earth am I going to say.’  
 
Thankfully, inspiration always appeared 
to come from somewhere eventually after 
many prayers! 
 
This time it is even more difficult as this  
is my last article before my retirement 
which seems to be coming at an 
alarming speed! 
 
I think back to my arrival in September 
1999 and the doubts I had as to whether 
I could fulfil God’s call for me  to minister 
to his people in Granton - my doubts 
were very soon dispelled! 
 
The journey has been amazing! It has 
been my privilege to serve you as 
Servant of Christ and his Church, with 
such kind and generous people both past 
and present, and I would not have 
missed it for the world. 
 
Walking the journey 
I don’t suppose you will remember my 
Se rv ice  o f  I n t roduc t ion  and 
Commissioning, but one of the hymns we 
sang was Brother, Sister, let me serve 

you. (CH4 694). I have often been 
reminded of the words which have, 
become very poignant over the years in 
different situations. 
 
We have walked a journey together, 
been good companions and helped each 
other, because without your great 
support I could not have done many of  
the things that I was able to do. 
 
I have had wonderful support - from the 
Ministers I have worked with, the Kirk 
Session, the Ladies from Lunch Club, 
Kirsty’s Coffee Morning, the Ladies 
Fellowship and many others - they have 
looked after me so well and have kept 
me grounded! I have been truly blessed 
and I give you my sincere thanks, and 
rest assured I will come back and visit 
from time to time! 
 
In the words of the hymn, ‘I will weep 
when you are weeping’ - and I have. ‘I 
will share your joy and sorrow’, and in 
that, it has certainly been both humbling 
and a privilege. It has enriched my life 
too.  
 
Joy and laughter 
But as well as sadness I have shared a 
lot of joy and much laughter. Perhaps 
more importantly I have shared true 
Christian Fellowship that come from 
being part of such a loving Church family. 
 
The memories of our time together will 
stay with me always, as indeed it will with 
my Granddaughter Rachael. For 
amongst you she first learnt about God 
and Jesus and experienced what being 
part of Christ’s family is all about. 
 

Deacon’s Chat 
Marilynn looks back on an amazing  
Journey as she says goodbye 

Marilynn Steele  

Deacon 

01875 811 497 
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I can’t thank you all enough for your 
kindness, understanding and generosity of 
spirit, and that is what makes you such a 
special congregation - not only to myself 
but to others who have had the opportunity 
to join you. So don’t ever lose that 
welcoming and supporting spirit. 
 
It has been a joy to be part of a 
congregation who have over the years 
grown in faith and service, watching 
people develop and use their gifts and 
talents to God’s Glory in Granton. I feel, I 
am leaving a thriving church that will 
continue to grow and be an asset to the 
community it serves. 
 
To the future 
On a lighter note, I’m uncertain at the 
moment as to what the future may hold for 
me as I have not made any plans of what 
to do in my retirement, but God has never 
let me down so far! I just know he has got 
something up his sleeve for me do!!! 
 
Having spent all my adult life working (and 
I have had a variety of Jobs!) I can’t see 
myself not doing something or other. I am 
not going to change habits of life-time at 
this stage, but hopefully it will give me the 
opportunity to spend more time with my 
family and friends. 

 
I know I will find it quite a wrench to be 
leaving so many friends - because that is 
what you have become to me over the 
years - and I thank you for that friendship. 
It has meant a lot to me. 
But like all good friendships, when you 
meet up again you just pick up where you 
have left off and I am sure that is how it will 
be for us. 
 
Christmas 
We are now approaching the busiest 
season in the church calendar. The lead 
up to Christmas, through Advent is an 
exciting time, with so many things going 
on, both in church and in other things that 
go on at this time of year. “It’s all go” as 
the saying goes!!!  
 
But I hope we will see you at some of the 
services. My last one with you will be 
Christmas Eve which I am looking forward 
to, because for me that is when the 
wonder and magic of Christmas begins!!! 
I hope you have a peaceful Christmas and 
every blessing for 2012. 
 
Take-care of yourselves and 
God bless you. 
 
Marilynn 

Mile of Silver 
 
Since the Mile of Silver was started by Joyce Hay back 
in 1992, an incredible £11,240 has been collected for 
church funds. If all of these coins were 10ps and were 
placed in a line they would stretch from the church in 
Boswall Parkway right down to the beach at 
Silverknowes - almost 2 miles!  
 
As you’ll see from Alan’s article on page 9 the Mile of 
Silver project has now been replaced with the Bethany 
Box - so dig deep into pockets for this very worthwhile 
project. 
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We are very pleased to welcome Iain 
Whyte as our new Musical Director. With 
many years of experience in church music 
Iain will be an invaluable addition to our 
team here at Granton.  

Iain joined us last month and many will 
already have met him. For this issue of 
Kirk Outlook, we asked him to tell us a bit 
about himself. 

What’s your background in church life? 
I grew up in Arthurlie Church, Barrhead, 
where I was baptised, ordained to the 
Eldership and sang in the choir. I joined 
the BB Company at 5, eventually becom-
ing Captain. I was married there and my 
daughters were baptised there, so it has a 
lot to answer for! 
 
I’ve played music in Barrhead, Johnstone 
and Edinburgh Churches.  
 
Professionally, I spent 1993-2005 as Gen-
eral Secretary of the Board of Parish Edu-
cation and am now back at “121”.  
 
Tell bit about your family? 
I am married to Elaine, who works in hous-
ing and have two daughters. Nicola, is 
studying for a Masters in Theology at 
Princeton Seminary in New Jersey and 
Louise, is studying International Business 
at Strathclyde. My twin brother Norman is 
a Parish Minister in the Borders and my 
older brother, George, is Clerk to Edin-

burgh Presbytery.  
 
What is you current role in the church 
and what excites you most about it? 
On Sundays, being involved at Granton 
and looking forward to working with the 
folk there. Weekdays, I’m General Secre-
tary of the Church of Scotland Guild, a 
brilliant organisation and a privilege to be 
part of. 
 
What do you do in your spare time (if 
you have any) 
I play golf and enjoy walking. 
 
What's on your MP3 player just now?  
My favourite music is acoustic, singer-
songwriters such as Don Maclean and 
newer singers like Karine Polwart and 
Yvonne Lyon, to whom my older daughter 
has introduced me.  
 
Favourite food? 
Current favourite that I cook is Haddock 
with Chorizo, tomato and potato. 
 
Frozen Planet or X Factor? 
Frozen Planet. Beyond any doubt!  
 
Quiet night in or party the night away? 
Quiet night in or dinner and chat with 
friends.  
 
Google or Encyclopedia? 
Google.  
 

Fellowship 

Introducing our new 
Musical Director 

  Iain Whyte 

  Musical Director  

  and Organist 

Christmas Greetings - Elizabeth and Chris Hansen would like to convey, once again, 
Christmas Greetings to all our friends in the church. Wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy,  Healthy and Prosperous New Year. 
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It seems hard to believe that it’s 12 years 
since Marilynn joined us at Granton Parish 
as our Deaconess, following in the very 
large footsteps of her predecessor 
Maureen Huchison . Large shoes to fill, but 
fill them she did, and now it’s time to say 
goodbye, marking the end of another 
chapter in the life of our church in Granton. 
  
Over these past 12 years Marilynn has 
been an invaluable member of the ministry 
team in Granton, first with Lynne 
McMurchie and then with Norman.  
 
She ‘held the fort’ during the vacancy 
between 2002 and 2004 and led the 
congregation in worship in the 18 months 
or so while we were between ministers, 
avoiding the need for pulpit supply and 
ensuring continuity. She did of course 
have the support of Ian Moir for the 
sacraments, but from week to week 
Marilynn faithfully continued to keep the 
wheels of Christian life here in Granton 
turning smoothly. 
 
During her time with us, Marilynn 
introduced a number of new ideas into 
church life. ‘Quiet time’ was started on 
alternate Thursday mornings for those  
who wished to  come into the sanctuary 
midweek and spend some time peacefully 
in prayer and fellowship. She also started 
an annual Thanksgiving and Memorial 
service on the Sunday closest to All Saints 
day and this has been a welcome addition 
to the services offered here at Granton.  
 
She introduced our association with 
TraidCraft, highlighting the importance of a 
fair price for producers worldwide. Due 
largely to her efforts we are now well on 
our way to becoming recognised as a Fair 
Trade Church. 

Marilynn formed strong ties with St 
Columba’s Hospice and regularly took 
services there. She visited  there regularly 
and as a result was often asked to conduct 
funerals when the time came.   
 
She has always been a great supporter of 
both the Lunch Club and Kirsty’s Coffee 
morning and has been known to take a 
turn in the kitchen! 
 
Marilynn is especially gifted in her pastoral 
care, especially of the bereaved. She has 
a remarkable ability to ‘connect’ with 
people and skilfully manages to glean 
information about loved ones, so much so 
that the funerals she conducts always 
have that personal touch, often sounding 
like she had known the person for years 
even when she had barely known the 
person at all. 
 
There is so much that Marilynn does 
behind the scenes and we’ll probably only 
know the full extent after she has gone!  
 
Central to all that she does is Marilynn’s 
deep Christian faith, coupled with her 
genuine love for, and interest in,  people.  
There was never such a thing as a ‘quick 
phone call’ with Marilynn!. 
 
We are going to miss her a lot when she 
retires. However we all appreciate that 
after all her years of hard work she 
deserves some ‘down time’ - time to spend 
with her friends and family. 
 
We wish her well in her future retirement. 
She will no doubt be back  from time to 
time to visit, and she can always be 
assured of a very warm and loving 
welcome here in Granton Church. 

Time to say goodbye to Marilynn 
Gillian Macintosh looks back at Marilynn’s time with us and says a big thank you 

on behalf of the congregation 
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The Care Shelter provides rough sleepers 
with a place to go for the night where they 
can find shelter, a hot meal and a warm 
place to sleep.  
 
It started in Edinburgh in 1996 with a 2-
week pilot over Christmas and has grown 
over the years to now span 5 months over 
the winter, from November until April. 
 
The service is run by a skeleton staff from 
Bethany and relies on around 800 volun-
teers from churches across the Lothians 
who provide church venues for service 
users to sleep in on a nightly rota basis, 
as well as preparing and serving hot food 
to homeless people on the premises. 
 
This is where we come in….. 
... as this year Granton Parish Church has 
volunteered both our premises and our 
talents for this project.   
 
Following a trial run last March, when our 
premises proved suitable, we have been 
allocated two dates over this winter with 
the first being Sunday 20 November.   
 
Our initial volunteer team were involved in 
cooking and serving a filling two-course 
meal and driving the minibus to pick up 
the service users from the city centre.   
 
A total of 14 men were accommodated, 
which is down on the levels seen by Beth-
any last year, but may be as a result of 
the milder weather so far this winter and a 
concentration on the ‘roofless’ homeless, 
that is people who are not staying in hos-
tels or B&Bs, who are also classed as 
homeless.   

Our second date of 2 January 2012 is 
expected to be both colder and busier. 
 
Our thanks must go to the Cooking and 
Serving Team and to those who cleared 
and restored the West Hall, for volunteer-
ing both their skills and time.   
 
There is, however, still further work to be 
done this year.  We would like to involve 
as many people as possible in this project 
and if you would like to know more, or 
volunteer your time and skills, please 
speak to either of us (contact details 
above).   
 
The Bethany Box 
Even if you feel unable to help at the next 
Care Shelter night, we would welcome 
your support of this project.  As well as 
providing the premises and the volun-
teers, we provide the food for the evening 
meal and the breakfast.   
 
To help fund this, the Kirk Session has 
agreed that the ‘Mile of Silver’ collection 
that has run for a number of years be re-
placed by a ‘Bethany Box’ and this can be 
found at the back of the Church, between 
the exit doors.  All money raised from 
donations will be put towards the running 
of the Care Shelter nights at Granton. 
 
 
 

Service 

Edinburgh Care shelter  
Alan Summers reports on the background 
to the Edinburgh Care Shelter, and on our 
first experiences 

Alan & Sandra 
Summers 
 
551 3176 
smaks@o2.co.uk
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19th Leith Company 

The Brigade Bugle 
Alan Summers, Company Captain 
0131-551 3176, smaks@o2.co.uk 
 
 
The first half of the Session has been 
very quick, with both Sections busy in 
their various activities. 
 
Enrolment Ceremony & Presentations 
Our Annual Enrolment Ceremony was 
held on 9 November, with the 
presentation being led by Jo Davidson, 
who as well as an Elder is a BB Officer in 
the 1st Leith Company.  We were able to 
present the Target Badge to Jules Allard 
in the Junior Section and the Compass 
Badge to Craig Wylie and Cameron 
Thomson in the Company Section.   
 
In addition, all the Boys were presented 
with their Membership Cards and we 
were able to promote Chris Rose and 
Darren Hay to Lance Corporal, Liam 
Garson to Corporal and Kevin Callender 
to Staff-Sergeant. 
 
Coffee Morning 
A very big thank you to the Congregation 
for their support of the Company’s Coffee 
Morning on 5 November.  A great turnout 
of Parents and Friends of the Company 
helped to raise a total of £325.  This has 
enabled us to pay our central Brigade 
Subscriptions on schedule. 
 
Junior Section Activities 
The Junior Section have covered a lot of 
activities in a varied programme of 
physical, crafts and spiritual items which 

has included the British Sign Language 
for the deaf and basic cooking.  These 
will lead up to our Christmas 
celebrations.  In January, we look forward 
to the Indoor 5’s competition. 
 
 
Company Section Activities 
The Company Section is working towards 
their Badges in two groups.  The Juniors 
have taken part in activities covering the 
Physical and Skills badges with the 
Seniors working towards the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award at both Bronze and 
Silver Award Levels.  The work being 
undertaken at Bronze will help the Boys 
to gain their President’s Badges. 
 
We received a boost for our Duke of 
Edinburgh Award work as our application 
for funding for Expedition equipment 
through the “Cashback for Communities” 
scheme was successful.  This will allow 
us to buy our own tents and rucksacks 
and additional lightweight camping 
equipment to keep the Boys safe on the 
hills. 
 
Our joint Football Team with the 1st Leith 
and 41st Edinburgh Companies in the 
Football 7’s League has made a losing 
start to the Season, with defeats in both 
games played to date.  We hope for a 
better outcome in the Indoor 
Competitions, due in December. 
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Our annual Christmas Games’ 
competitions will be held in December, 
with the Boys competing for medals in 
Snooker, Table Tennis, Pool and Table 
Football. 
  
 

Remembrance Sunday 
The Company Section was well 
represented at the annual Remembrance 
Sunday Service on 13 November, when 
we joined the TA 205 Field Hospital, Sea 
Scouts, Sea Cadets and the Church 
congregation around the War Memorial. 

Christmas 
at Patch 

Elsie Moir looks forward to the 
lead up to Christmas  

 
We have a busy Christmas Programme ahead. 
 
The Christmas Story will be told over a period of three weeks. A large scale model of 
Bethlehem and the hills beyond provides the backdrop for the puppets to tell again the 
wonderful story! (This allows the children to sit very close to the action – following 
every move!) 
 
We will be making Christmas Gifts –  
 

• A jewelled hair clasp in a decorated basket for Mum. 

• A Christmas tie for Dad ( to fit into the neck of his shirt on Christmas 
Day!) 

• Two glamorous Christmas cards to send to the people we love. 

• A decorated Felt Christmas Stocking to hang on the Christmas tree! 
 
Parents and Children will present a little Christmas play in the Church on Sunday, 
11th December. 
 
Parents will tell the story and the children will provide the action! (Don’t miss the ener-
getic dance of the shepherds!) 
 
We hope to combine this with a Christmas Party in the hall. We have some Christ-
mas birthdays to celebrate which will make it all the more special (and ensure lots of 
cake!) 

Christmas Greetings—Patricia MacDonald writes…. 
Once more Christmas is upon us, 
So I take this opportunity to wish every one 
A joyous Festive Season, with Peace hope joy and love 
being yours, and as you open your gifts, Let us remember 
The Babe who was born in the stable 
"As Jesus is the reason for the Season" 

Instead of cards a 
donation is being 

given to Children in 
need 
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Our church leadership team held it’s 
annual conference back in October. Elders 
were joined at Aberlady by other church 
leaders for a day celebrating and giving 
thanks for what we have achieved, and 
planning for the future. 
 
It’s amazing to look back at what we’ve 
achieved as a congregation over the past 
year. Here, in no particular order are some 
highlights: 
 

Benefactors Project / Unitary 
Congregation / Alpha Courses / 
Community Survey / Increased 

Congregational Involvement / Messy 
Church / Holiday Club / Music 

Development / Bethany Night Shelter / 
New Elders / Last years Stewardship 
Visits / Increased People in Welcome 
Roles / Banner Group / Praise Night / 

Review of Pastoral Care / Community Film 
Nights / Men’s Breakfast / Patch / Magic 

Carpet / Outside Banners / Outside Notice 
Boards   

 
Whilst we have achieved so much, many 
things remain on the plans. There’s a lot 
still to be done, including:  
 
Prayer - Make more prominent in all we do 

Music - Develop Choir and other music 
Common Vision for Outreach 

Communications inside/outside Session  
Waterfront - Our role and involvement  

Sustaining Magic Carpet - Leadership over 
the long term 

Development of Patch  
Include Patch in All-Age Worship 
Messy Church - Future post Philip 
Holiday Club - Future post Philip 
Make use of new space in church 

Parish Assistant - Have someone in post 

Outreach to the community - an owned 
strategy 

Maildrop to newly moved in people in 
Parish 

  
It’s going to be a continuing challenge to 
move on in the direction that God is 
guiding us, but we identified and gave 
thanks for the many talents that exist 
within the congregation, including: 
 

Teaching / Serving / Administration / 
Music / Drama / Artistic / Technical / 
Fabric / Ability to work with people / 

Friendship / Kindness / Caring / 
Hospitality / Cooking / Baking / Medical 

skills / Financial / IT / Leadership / 
Creativity / Warmth / Being Accepted / 
Sociable / Perseverance / Dedication / 

Energy / Team Working 
 

Read more: there’s a special booklet 
available as a summary of the Conference. 
You can get a copy from the website (just 
go to the Members Area) or from the back 
of the church. 

Celebrating, thanksgiving, planning and 
praying A brief report on the 2011 Leadership Conference 

Ladies Fellowship. 
Our winter session is now in progress, with 
us having had Interesting talks. From Tony 
Laurence, our community policeman. We 
then continued with Macular Degeneration, 
which was most informative. Then Stuart 
Mitchell took us on his recent cycle ride 
across America. We now look forward to 
our Christmas social on 13th December, 
followed by a break over the Festive 
Season, resuming 17th January 2012.' 
 
On behalf of the Ladies Fellowship we wish 
everyone Peace Hope Joy Love, with 2012 
bring you many Blessings  
Patricia MacDonald 
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Lunch Club 
 
Lunch Club numbers have been on the up this session, as usual 
good food  always on the menu. We welcomed some new diners, 
also a couple of  "old" ones in the shape of Gilbert and May who 
have come back into town. 
 
Our Christmas Dinner is on 21st December, price the same as last 
year £6 - all to be seated by 12 o'clock. 
 
We thank all our customers for their continued support, and look forward to seeing them 
in the New Year. 

WED 

22 
DEC 

 

Advent Studies 
Every Christmas we struggle to find time to actually 
enjoy it because of all the things we have to do. As 
usual this year we are offering an Advent Course on 
Wednesday evenings where we can take a step off the 
treadmill and explore how Christmas can be more 
meaningful to us. Wednesdays up to Christmas at 
7.00pm in the Session Room.  
 
These studies are a chance to explore in a deeper way 
the season of advent and why it is so important to Christians. 

FILM NIGHTS IN THE 
CHURCH 

 

Friday 16th December  
at 19:00 

Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 2  

 
As always entry is free but children under 
12 need to be accompanied by an adult. 
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Advent and Christmas services at Granton 
 
Christmas celebrations are for everyone, and we welcome all to join us in this very 
special time of year. 

 
2nd Sunday in Advent Anticipation 
For 400 years Israel had been waiting to hear the call of God and then 

a man called John went through the land proclaiming ‘The Kingdom of 
God is near!” Could their anticipation finally be realised? We’ll also 
have the monthly Traidcraft table. 
 
 

3rd Sunday in Advent Words and Music 
The Christmas story told through your favourite 

    carols. Join us on a journey from shepherds to wise 
    men to the manger and beyond. PATCH will be 

presenting their Christmas Play. 
 
 

 
 
4th Sunday in Advent Proclaim the Good News 
The message of Christianity is one of hope . We have come to share 
the good news of God through Jesus. What a wonderful message we 
have! 
 
The K4K will be presenting their Nativity play.  This is Marilynn’s last 
Sunday 
 
 
@18:30  Christingle 
The Birth of Jesus, his story and its impact on us.   
 
@23:30 Watchnight 
What does the coming of Jesus means? Is there more to this than a 
manger and a baby?   
 
 
 
 

11:00  Christmas Day 
God calls and we respond. If any day calls for a response to God it is 
this one. We’ll be celebrating Communion during this service. 
    
 

SUN

04
DEC 

SUN

18 
DEC 

SUN

11 
DEC 

SAT

24
DEC 

SUN

25 
DEC 
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at St Stephen’s Comely Bank, and Ocean Terminal 
 
Homelessness is a real problem. 
Sleeping rough, especially during the 
winter, is dangerous and life 
threatening. 
  
Caring Christmas Trees raises funds for 
Bethany’s Care Shelter, giving 

homeless people a hot meal, a safe place to sleep and much-needed advice over the 
winter months. 
 
Caring Christmas Trees are fresh, needle-
last, high quality and from sustainable tree 
farms. All the profit helps homeless people 
and they are around the same price as you’d 
pay elsewhere.  
 
For more information visit the website at  
www.caringchristmastrees.com 
 
 

W
e
e
k
ly
 a
c
tiv
itie
s
 

Sundays 11:00 – 12:00 PATCH 
Mondays Evening Brownies 
Tuesdays 14:00 – 16:00 Men's Club (indoor bowls) 
 19:30 – 21:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wednesdays  12:00 – 13:00 Lunch Club 
 18:30 – 21:30 Boys Brigade 
Thursdays  10:00 – 11:00 Kirsty's Coffee Morning - West Hall 
  14:00 – 16:00 Men's Club (indoor bowls) 
 Fridays 11:00 – 12:00 Magic Carpet Club 
 
In addition to these events that are on most  weeks, there are special and  
irregular events listed on the Diary on the back page. 
 
To find out about any of the events at Granton just speak to anyone on  
welcome duty at church on Sundays or email info@granton.org.uk. 
 
To get listed in Kirk Outlook and the website just let Chas know - 
contact details on page 2. 
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If you have a smartphone and would like to 
know more about the church, scan the QR 
code. 

Mon 5 Dec   19:30  Bible Study 
Wed 7 Dec   12:00  Lunch Club  
   19:30  Advent Studies ~ 
Thu 8 Dec   10:00  Kirsty's Coffee Morning 
   18:30  Alpha Course ~ 
Sat 10 Dec   09:00  Men's Breakfast 
 
Sun 11 Dec    11:00  3rd Sunday in Advent 
   Words and Music 
    Patch Nativity Play Party 
Tue 13 Dec    19:00  Ladies Fellowship Christmas 
Wed 14 Dec    12:00  Lunch Club 
Thu 15 Dec    10:00  Kirsty's Coffee Morning 
Fri 16 Dec    19:00  Film Night - Harry Potter 
 
Sun 18 Dec    11:00  4th Sunday in Advent 
   Proclaim the Good News 
   Marilynn's last Sunday 
   K4K Nativity presentation 
Wed 21 Dec  12:00  Lunch Club Christmas Dinner  
Sat 24 Dec  18:30  Christingle Service 
  23:30  Watchnight Service by Candlelight 
 
Sun 25 Dec  11:00  Christmas Day celebration 
 
Sun 1 Jan  11:00  New Year's Day service 
  New Beginnings 

Front cover photo: thanks 
to Grant McArdle for his 
photo of the church during 
last winter’s snowy weather. 


