
Worship 

Celebrating 
Easter! 

Holy Week at Granton Parish 
Church 

 
 Holy Week gets off to an early 
start at Granton. Join us to start 

the day at 7.30am on the mornings 
of Monday 2nd, Tuesday 3rd and 

Wednesday 4th April. 
 

There are also short services at 
7.00 in the evening of Tuesday 3rd 

April, Wednesday 4th April 
(Granton United Church), 

Thursday 5th April and Good 
Friday, 6th April 
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Easter Sunday  
 

 starts with a service at 9.30am 
followed by breakfast at 10am then  

Easter service with  
Communion at 11am.  

 
You are warmly invited to come to 

all or some of these. 
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Minister  : Norman A Smith 551 2159 norman@granton.org.uk  
Session Clerk  : Linda Young    539 3852 linda@granton.org.uk 
Musical Director  : Iain Whyte   iainwhyte@granton.org.uk 
 
Kirk 4 Kidz  : Ritta Valkama 467 5335 ritta@granton.org.uk 
Treasurer  : David Duncan         552 1546 david@granton.org.uk 
Hall Convener  : Irene MacPherson  552 4543  irene@granton.org.uk 
Gift Aid Convener  : Stewart Greig  552 4427  stewart@granton.org.uk 
Church Flowers  : Ilean Greig    552 4427 ilean@granton.org.uk 
 
Action Groups 
Worship:  : Norman Smith 551 2159 norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach : Sandra Summers   551 3176 sandra@granton.org.uk 
Nurture: : Anne Macintosh 467 0906 anne@granton.org.uk 
 
Support Groups 
Finance : Ian MacPherson 552 4543 ian@granton.org.uk 
Property : Neil MacDonald 476 4614 neil@granton.org.uk 
Social : Olive Lyall    552 5837 olive@granton.org.uk 
Communications  : Chas Macintosh  552 2240 chas@granton.org.uk 

Spring is sprung and the dreadful winter 
that we were all told to expect didn’t 
materialize. 
 
Easter is by far the most significant point 
in the Christian calendar, and it comes 
without all of the stress, pressure and 
commercialization of Christmas. That, 
along with the lighter nights coming in, 

can make us all feel ready for new 
beginnings.  
 
Norman’s article opposite asks how we 
can make the events of Easter relevant in 
our lives today, so do read it. Elsewhere 
you can read about some of our 
organisations, and of our quest to get 
someone to fill Marilynn’s shoes. 
 
Read about the Plant Sale on 28th April 
on the back page. 
 
We have early starts for three days in 
Holy Week - and it would be great to see 
you there: set the alarm clock!    

Chas Macintosh 
Magazine &  
Website Editor 
 

Regular, up to date information is available on our website 

www.grantonparish.org.uk 
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Minister’s letter    

Making Easter a 
reality in your life 

  Rev Norman Smith 

  Minister 

  0131 551 2159 

Communion 

We will be celebrating informal Communion on Easter Sunday, and 
on the last Sunday of March, April and May. 

Dear friends,  
 
There are only around 9 months till Christmas is with us once again. Yet according to 
many people none of us will ever see it!  
 
Some people think the Mayan civilization of South America predicted the world is due 
to end on 21st December 2012. Apparently when they set up their calendar they only 
went up to 21st December 2012 and people are interpreting that as them thinking the 
world is going to end. They are not alone… 

End of the world! 
Throughout history there have been quite 
a few people to have predicted the end of 
the world. Harold Camping an American 
Pastor was the last one who predicted it 
would all come to an end on May 21st, 
2011. Perhaps not surprisingly he was 
last reported as being in hiding.  
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses used to regularly 
predict the end of the world, but after a 
few mistaken prophecies they no longer 
do that.  
 
Even Britain’s own David Ike has been 
known to make a prophecy or two. 
 
Although Jesus never minced his words 
when speaking of the world to come or 
the implications of rejecting God he spent 
most of his time trying to get his disciples 
to make a difference in this world.  
 

Small expectations 
Numerous times he rebuked his disciples 
for having such small expectations of 
God or not believing God would do 
anything. Even witnessing miracle after 
miracle they struggled to express their 
own faith in Jesus.  
 
Yet the contrast between the Disciples’ 
action prior and post Jesus resurrection is 
striking. At his arrest they fled, at his 
crucifixion they were mute. After he 
returned from the dead you couldn’t keep 
them quiet.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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There is even a recorded episode in the 
book of Acts where Peter and the apostles 
were arrested, but after a miraculous 
release went straight back to preaching.  
 
Here it is:  
 

Then the High Priest and all his 
companions, members of the local 

party of the Sadducees, became 
extremely jealous of the apostles; so 

they decided to take action. They 
arrested the apostles and put them in 

the public jail. But that night an angel of 
the Lord opened the prison gates, led 

the apostles out, and said to them, "Go 
and stand in the Temple, and tell the 

people all about this new life."  
(Act 5:17-20) 

 
Then a man came in and said to them, 
"Listen! The men you put in prison are 
in the Temple teaching the people!" So 

the officer went off with his men and 
brought the apostles back. They did not 
use force, however, because they were 
afraid that the people might stone them. 

They brought the apostles in, made 
them stand before the Council, and the 
High Priest questioned them. "We gave 

you strict orders not to teach in the 
name of this man," he said; "but see 

what you have done! You have spread 
your teaching all over Jerusalem, and 

you want to make us responsible for his 
death!" Peter and the other apostles 
answered, "We must obey God, not 

men.  

(Act 5:25-29) 
 
The experience of the resurrection 
changed them for at that point they knew 
without any doubt there was a life to come 
and faith in Jesus was not misplaced.  
 
The confidence they exhibited post-
resurrection was simply staggering!  
Do you believe as they did in Jesus 
resurrection?  
 
Does that belief make a difference in your 
life?  
 
Thankfully it is not Christmas (yet) but it is 
Easter. A time of year when we celebrate 
new life in Jesus and even if the world 
were to end, which it probably won’t 
because Jesus himself said on one knows 
the time except the Father, we are 
promised there is a great life that is yet to 
come.  
 
"No one knows about that day or hour, 
not even the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. Matt 24:36 
 
This Easter time consider how you can 
make the resurrection of Jesus a reality in 
your life and share that with others around 
you. 
 
Have a good Easter. 
 
Your friend 
 
Norman. 

Read all about it! 

If you have email and would like to get early sight of the weekly 
bulletin delivered to your inbox on a Thursday, just drop a note to  
chas@granton.org.uk and we’ll get you added to the list. 
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An update on the post 
of Deacon in Granton 
Wondering why no-one is stepping into 
Marilynn’s shoes? Well here’s the answer. 
 
Every Presbytery in the church is required 
to have a plan for how it deploys its staff.  
 
This covers anyone who draws a salary 
from central funds, including ministers, 
deacons and other parish workers. The 
current plan, under which Marilynn was 
deployed to Granton has run out and a 
new one is being presented for approval in 
March 2012. 
  
Good News 
At present Granton has allocated 1 
minister, plus 1 other. The good news is 
that will continue in the new plan. If the 
new plan is approved in March it will then 
be forwarded to the national churches 
deployment group for approval after which 
we can begin to advertise for a successor. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
...but there’s a catch 
Until such time as every Presbytery has 
completed its plan and had it approved the 
total figure of staff cannot be known which 
means the overall budget cannot be set.  
 
To overcome this, congregations in 
Presbyteries with approved plans are 
being allowed to advertise only within the 
existing pool of staff. For us that means if 
we are allowed to advertise in March it will 
only be to those currently on the payroll. In 
effect, you are requiring someone to move 
from an existing post. 
  
After every Presbytery has an approved 
plan we may be able to recruit outside the 
current pool if there is money in the 
budget. At this point that is by no means 
guaranteed. 
  
Finally, it is worth noting of the 46 
Presbyteries in the national church only 
around 10 are close to submitting plans 
for approval at this time. 
 
So watch this space, and of course the 
Weekly Bulletin, for more news…. 

Listen again…. 

We have started to make some sermons available 
on-line. Just go to the website : you can’t miss the 
link! 
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Parish Parish Parish Parish register 
 
Baptisms 
4 March   Victoria Margaret Wood 8/3 Wardieburn Place East (Adult)  
  Mia Irene Wood  8/3 Wardieburn Place East   
 
Funerals 
28th October  Margaret Cairns  10 Crewe Terrace  
7th December  Norah Black  Flat 65, 12 Royston Mains Close  
21st December  Grace Rose   48/13 Inverleith Row  
14th December  Jane White  6/10 Royston Mains Close  
23rd December  Margaret Leadbeatter Ferryfield Nursing Home  
11th January  Christina Mein  17 Pilton Drive  
13th January  John Reid  44/4 Granton Crescent  
17th January  Dorothy Parnham 3 Boswall Parkway (member) 
11th February  Robert Anderson Ferryfield Nursing Home  
9 February  Isabella Williamson Royston Mains Crescent  
22 February  Jessie Blackwood 10 Pilton Park (member) 
23 February  Helen Boyd   8/3 Northern Court, Pennywell  

Lunch Club 

Elizabeth Hansen 

Many thanks to our very loyal customers.  

Since our last up date, we have had a 
good session, with numbers rising again.  

Christmas as usual was a great success, 
the police, clerics and Malcolm to the fore.  
We really cannot express enough our 
thanks to them (it's a very fraught day), for 
all their help. Once again we must thank 
our customers  for the gifts they bring to 
us, we are still munching through the 
goodies, and will do for a long time to 
come!!!! 

We opened again on 18th January, and 
numbers have been very good (one or two 
spaces left), and some old faces have 
returned and are most welcome, but one 
face that is most missed is Marilynn!! 
However she has been periodically back 
amongst her friends, and she is very 
welcome, as is Alan too. 

As usual our varied menus are always 
enjoyed, and we continue to give  of our 
best. Nothing like a good home made, 
wholesome meal that you don't have to 
cook yourself.  

So do come and join us, every 
Wednesday from 120'clock onwards. 
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In practical terms … 
The Church of Scotland encourages us to 
give in a committed way – either by using 
offering envelopes or by setting up a 
standing order from our bank accounts to 
our congregation’s bank account. 
  
 
 
The Church of Scotland encourages us, if 
we pay tax, to sign a Gift Aid Declaration. 
This increases the value of our offering by 
25% as the congregation can reclaim the 
tax we have already paid on the money 
we are giving. 
 

The Church of Scotland encourages us to 
consider making a gift to the Church in our 
Wills – either to our congregation, or to 
the work of one of the Councils and 
Committees of the General Assembly, e.g. 
Ministries, Social Care, World Mission. 
Over the years, legacies have provided 
much needed extra money for the work of 
the Church – local, national, global. 
  
The National Stewardship Programme 
invites ALL OF US to REVIEW our giving 
and, if possible, INCREASE our offering to 
God for the work of his Church. Every 
congregation is expected to participate in 
this programme.  

Letter from the Moderator of the Church of Scotland 

Thank you from the Moderator 
From the Rt Rev David Arnott, Moderator of the General Assembly, to all who are part of 
the Church of Scotland 
  
I never cease to be amazed by the generosity of Church of Scotland members and 
regular worshippers. Over many years you have shown your gratitude to God and the 
extent of your faith by your continuing generosity. You have enabled your local 
congregation and the national church to keep on doing its job. 
  
I do want to thank you on behalf of our church. Your givings help to maintain a strong 
church. Your own congregation helps to set the tone for the community where you live. It 
sets the tone by encouraging people to look beyond themselves in ser vice to God; it 
helps to encourage the young and provide a role model; it cares for the vulnerable at 
ever y stage. Above all, it points people to a Lord who gave of himself so generously for 
the world. 
  
Thank you for your continuing support t and generosity. They, and you, are helping to 
make the church what it is. 
  
Yours sincerely, A David K Arnott 

Prayer 

Living and loving God, you give us so much. 

Living and loving God, the world needs what you have to give.  

Help us to give generously to share the good news of your love through the worship, 

fellowship, outreach and service of your Church and make a real difference to the life 

of your world. 
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PATCH 

Parent And Children’s 
Church 
By Elsie Moir 
 
The session 2011 – 2012 has been a 
period of consolidation and increased 
commitment by the ten families who make 
up our membership. Even those who are 
involved in Sunday working come faithfully 
when they can. 

In the New Year we embarked on a series 
of programmes which sought to provide a 
picture of Jesus in relationship with his 
family, his community and his close 
friends. In these stories we found a 
meeting place with Jesus, which was 
relevant to our human experience. 

Since returning from the February break 
we have started our Easter Unit. This will 
culminate in a presentation in the Church 
on 25th March. It will be a dramatic and 
musical presentation of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem. 

At the end of the session (27th May) I will 
be retiring from the leadership of Patch. 
The parents are anxious to continue with 
this Sunday group. They are prepared to 
share the leadership and contribute to the 
various parts of the programme as they 
feel able. From April – May we are going to 
have a ‘trial run’. I will write the material, 
but the parents will deliver the craft, music 
and storytelling. 

 

If you are new we’d love you to get in 
touch - contact details on page 2…. 
 
Or visit us on Sundays at 11am 
 
 

To change your preferred contact method 
speak to anyone ‘on duty’ on a Sunday or 
use the contacts listed on page 2 
 
 

Ladies Fellowship Pat MacDonald 

The Fellowship weekly meetings continue until end of March. As I write this we are 
looking forward to Philip Hacking coming to talk to us on the 6th march, which I know will 
be a enjoyable time. 

On 13th march we had our in-gathering and also Senior Southern Light Singers, and we 
are also looking forward to a visit from Marilynn in the near future. We held our Coffee 
Morning on 10th March. 

On behalf of all in the Ladies fellowship may a wish all Many blessing this Easter, as we 
reflect on the Precious gift given to us . 
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PATCH 

Parent And Children’s 
Church 
By Elsie Moir 
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At the end of the session (27th May) I will 
be retiring from the leadership of Patch. 
The parents are anxious to continue with 
this Sunday group. They are prepared to 
share the leadership and contribute to the 
various parts of the programme as they 
feel able. From April – May we are going to 
have a ‘trial run’. I will write the material, 
but the parents will deliver the craft, music 
and storytelling. 

 

If you are new we’d love you to get in 
touch - contact details on page 2…. 
 
Or visit us on Sundays at 11am 
 
 

To change your preferred contact method 
speak to anyone ‘on duty’ on a Sunday or 
use the contacts listed on page 2 
 
 

Ladies Fellowship Pat MacDonald 

The Fellowship weekly meetings continue until end of March. As I write this we are 
looking forward to Philip Hacking coming to talk to us on the 6th march, which I know will 
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Lunch
Club

Every Wednesday from 12 noon 

Enjoy a good, wholesome, 
home cooked meal for 

£2.50 

Men's Club Chris Hansen, President 

 
Indoor Bowls. 
  
Our season started  at the beginning of October 2011, with 
13 members , Alan, our member who resides in Spain, 
joined us later in the season. 
  
Competitive games are played each afternoon (Tuesday and Thursday) with a break for  
tea, biscuits and a chat.  
 
The championship competitions have now been completed, the winners are  
   
  Singles   R. Nicoll 
  John Watson Cup  W. Johnstone 
   Pairs   C. Oddie / J. Aitchison 
   Triples   C. Oddie / W. Johnstone / J. Aitchison 
  
Our closing day and presentation of trophies will be held on Tuesday 3rd of April 2012. 
  
We have two bowling carpets and can play 8 bowlers (max 10) each carpet and so have  
spaces for new members. Club bowls are available. 
  
For more information, contact Chris Hansen on 336 3048. 
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" Reflections"    
Sent in by Patricia MacDonald      
 
"The Cross" 
A Simple Cross today we view. 
As we sit in Church this Easter, 
To meditate on you, 
Who are our Master teacher friend 
The one who gave so much,  
and walks beside us to the end. 
 
Who loves us for our many faults, 
Who understands our ways, 
Who  laughs, sings and cries with us, 
And helps and leads us through each 
day 
chats and says" Child you will be alright" 
I'm always there both day and night, 
And guides our foot steps through the 
day, 
 
Spreads a beam upon our way 
Who shows his love from you to me 
Helping us in all we do 
Thank you Jesus, For so much you 
gave, 
To help to make us wisely live, 
To recreate within our soul,to make 
eternity its goal 
To show the Love of Christ--- an 
example to be 
To let it be shown to the unknown. 
        
 

Bloopers 
Another selection of church 
notices that managed to get 
past the proof rooder. 
 
Ladies, don't forget the  rummage sale. It's a 
chance to get rid of those  things not worth 
keeping around the house. Bring  your  
husbands. 
 
Remember in prayer the  many who are sick 
of our community. Smile at  someone who is 
hard to love. Say 'Hell' to  someone who 
doesn't care much about  you. 
 
Don't let worry kill you  off - let the Church  
help. 
 
Miss Charlene Mason sang  'I will not pass 
this way again,' giving obvious  pleasure to 
the  congregation. 
 
For those of you who have  children and 
don't know it, we have a nursery  downstairs. 
 
Next Thursday there will  be tryouts for the 
choir. They need all the help  they can  get. 
 
Irving Benson and Jessie  Carter were 
married on October 24 in the church.  So 
ends a friendship that began in their school  
days. 
 
A bean supper will be  held on Tuesday 
evening in the church hall.  Music will  follow. 
 
At the evening service  tonight, the sermon 
topic will be 'What Is  Hell?' Come early and 
listen to our choir  practice 
 
Eight new choir robes are  currently needed 
due to the addition of several  new members 
and to the deterioration of some  older  ones. 
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19th Leith Company 

The Brigade Bugle 
Alan Summers, Company Captain 

0131-551 3176, smaks@o2.co.uk 

 

This Session has gone very quickly, with 
a lot of activities already completed, but a 
busy spell still lies ahead in the run up to 
our Parent’s Night in May. 
 
Junior Section Activities 
The Junior Section has been busy with 
their weekly programme and while our 
limited numbers mean that we have not 
been able to take part in any of the 
Battalion Competitions so far, we have 
achieved a lot on our Wednesday nights.  
The Boys have been learning about 
Time, Road Safety and First Aid, as well 
as playing their favourite games.  
 
Company Section Activities 
The Company Section Christmas Games 
competition saw new Champions being 
crowned this year, with Darren Hay 
winning the Pool and Table Football, Kyle 
Patterson the Table Tennis and Craig 
Wylie made a winning debut in the 
Games, winning the Snooker. 
 
Our Junior Football Team continues to 
wait for their first win in the outdoor 
League this year, but when playing 
Indoors in the 5-a-side competition, they 
turned in a great performance to finish in 
3rd Place (out of 9 teams), with all 
players scoring at some point. 
 
The Boys have also been taking part in 
other Battalion Competitions, with Kyle 
Patterson and Cameron Thomson 
playing in the Badminton Doubles and 
Dylan Burgess and JJ Betts running in 
the Cross Country around Holyrood Park, 
which was our first entry in this race for 
over 10 years. 
 

Our Badge programme continues with 
the younger Boys working on the 
Discover Programme and our Seniors 
working towards their Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards and a possible Queen’s Badge 
as well. 
 
Camps 
This year we will unfortunately not be 
holding a Junior Section Camp due to 
lack of numbers, but the Company 
Section Camp will be repeated this year, 
with another visit to the Pilton Retreat in 
May.   
 
However, while the Company Section will 
be away for a weekend, the Junior 
Section will still have a Fun Day at the 
end of May to look forward to. 
 
Company Activities  
The Company was represented at the 
Church’s second Youth Service. 
 
Future Dates 
We will end this year’s Session when we 
have our Parent’s Night on Wednesday 
9th May. 

Anything to tell other people?  
 

Let the Editor know of any 
information that should be in KO, 
The Church Diary, the Website or 

the big screen…...  
 

Contact details on page 2. 

Keeping folk 
Up to date 
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PLANT SALE 

The congregation are planning a plant sale on Saturday 28th April. What will you 

plant now to bring along? Our resident gardening team of Jim Lyall and Ian 

McPherson are available to consult for anyone who needs a bit of help. If you don't 

need help please let them know what you are growing so they have an idea of the 

range that will on offer. 

Saturday 

28th 

April 

Jewellery, Bottle, Teas/Coffes and bakery plus 
plants and advice available  

If you have a smartphone and would like to 
know more about the church, scan the QR 
code. 
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