
 

Christmas at Granton 2013 

‘How’ we celebrate has changed over the years, 
but one thing remains constant……… 

 

         
 
 

 

Kirk Outlook 
Granton Parish Church, Edinburgh      Christmas  2013 

Our theme Our theme 

for adventfor advent  
Christmas Through Christmas Through   

The AgesThe Ages  

Read all about 

on page 15 



Boswall parkway, Edinburgh :Charity Registered in Scotland SCO 11985  
Church Phone 0131 552 3033 email: info@granton.org.uk 
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Kirk 4 Kidz  : Ritta Valkama 467 5335 ritta@granton.org.uk 
Treasurer  : David Duncan         552 1546 david@granton.org.uk 
Hall Convener  : Irene MacPherson  552 4543  irene@granton.org.uk 
Gift Aid Convener  : Stewart Greig  552 4427  stewart@granton.org.uk 
Church Flowers  : Ilean Greig    552 4427 ilean@granton.org.uk 
 
Action Groups 
Worship:  : Norman Smith 551 2159 norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach : Sandra Summers   551 3176  sandra@granton.org.uk 
Nurture: : Anne Macintosh 467 0906 anne@granton.org.uk 
 
Support Groups 
Finance : Alan Summers 551 3176 alan@granton.org.uk 
Property : Neil MacDonald 476 4614 neil@granton.org.uk 
Social : Sandra Cumming       sandra.cumming@granton.org.uk 
Communications  : Chas Macintosh  552 2240 chas@granton.org.uk 

Regular, up to date information is available on our website 

www.grantonparish.org.uk 

Keep up to date with what’s going on in your church. 
 

• Get the weekly printed Bulletin 

• Check the website 

• Keep an eye on the Big Screen 

• Sign up for the weekly eBulletin 

• Keep an eye on the noticeboards 
 
….and look out for some changes to your Church Magazine over the coming months. 
 
Happy reading 
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Minister’s letter    

Doing Christmas like 
our ancestors...or not 

  Rev Norman Smith 

  Minister 

  0131 551 2159 

Dear friends, 

In a conversation recently someone mentioned to me that the state of the church 

today was such that we needed a return to the kind of church they had in the New 

Testament. If only we could strip away all the things we have added over the years 

and return to a pure church then everything would be good. 

Of course when you actually look at the 

church in the New Testament they too 

had their problems. Whether it was the 

church in Corinth where one man was 

having an immoral relationship with his 

mother in law whilst others were getting 

completely drunk at communion or the 

church in Galatia where they were 

insisting on circumcision as a mark of 

faith. No church was immune.  

If you read Revelations there are short 

letters to local congregations written as a 

result of John’s vision which again show 

shortcomings. They make sobering 

reading; here is a selection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write this to Sardis, to the Angel of 
the church. The One holding the 
Seven Spirits of God in one hand, a 
firm grip on the Seven Stars with the 
other, speaks: "I see right through 
your work. You have a reputation 
for vigour and zest, but you're dead, 
stone dead.  (Rev 3:1) 

 

Write to Laodicea, to the Angel of 
the church. God's Yes, the Faithful 
and Accurate Witness, the First of 
God's creation, says: "I know you 
inside and out, and find little to my 
liking. You're not cold, you're not 
hot--far better to be either cold or 
hot! You're stale. You're stagnant. 
You make me want to vomit. (Rev 
3:14-16) 
 

Though not all negative the bulk are. So 

you can see the original church was not 

without its issues and certainly was not 

perfect. Much like the church of today; 

not without its issues and certainly not 

perfect. 

 

When you consider the many differences 

between them and us, be that in the 

Whatever your 

personal 

traditions this 

Christmas, 

make sure to 

remember that 

which does not 

change; the 

person of 

Jesus Christ.  
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style of worship, the way they structured 

themselves, the language they used; in 

fact pretty much everything about them, 

were there any similarities other than our 

shortcomings? 

 

Like us their faith was not founded on a 

particular way of doing things but on a 

person; Jesus Christ. Across the Christian 

church there were in fact many ways of 

doing things. Irrespective of which church 

you belonged to or where it was you would 

find Jesus at the heart of everything.  

 

Over 2000 years later that is still the case. 

We are the first to admit our shortcomings 

and to admit our way is not the only way. 

Yet we hold onto a faith in Jesus; that is 

never going to change.  

So this Christmas time in our services, as 

we look at how Christmas has changed 

through the ages you will find there have 

been huge changes. We do not do 

Christmas like many of our ancestors. Yet 

we do Christmas exactly the same as our 

ancestors in that it is all about Jesus.  

 

Whatever your personal traditions this 

Christmas, make sure to remember that 

which does not change; the person of 

Jesus Christ.  

Jesus pressed them, "And how about 

you? Who do you say I am?" Simon 

Peter said, "You're the Christ, the 

Messiah, the Son of the living 

God."  (Mat 16:15-16)  

Easy Fundraising 
An easy way to raise funds this 
Christmas 

 

Easyfundraising.org.uk is the easiest way 
to raise money for our church funds this 
Christmas.  

Buy your Christmas gifts from over 2,700 
retailers and a percentage of what you 
spend is donated to Granton, Church of 
Scotland at no additional cost to you.  

Retailers include Amazon, John Lewis, 
eBay, Tesco and many more.  

Please register to support us today - 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
grantonchurch 

Happy Christmas Quotes 

“I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 
 
― Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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Christmas Hampers 
We are again running the hamper draw this year. 
Donations should be brought to the church any Sunday. The 
draw is after church on 15th December 

 

Charity Christmas Cards 
Cards for Good Causes operates a "pop-up shop" selling 
Christmas cards on behalf of an extensive range of charities 
at St John's Church, Princes Street. They are open 10 to 4, 
Monday to Saturday, until the 19th of December. More details 
are available on their website www.cardsforcharity.co.uk 

 

Lunch Club 
We can't believe that a year has gone by and it's that time 
again. But it has, so just to let you know that the Lunch Club 
Christmas Dinner is on the 18th of December. All seated by 
12 o'clock!!!!!!  

 
As usual we hope to have our normal worthy staff, but also the clerics and polis-
depending on the crime at the time!  
 
The cost of this feast is, as in the last few years, £6, which is not keeping up with 
inflation.  
 
We look forward to seeing all our usual customers and anyone who feels that they would 
like to join in the hilarity!  
 
The only thing we would ask is, that we get a list of names, so as we can get the catering 
organized. It is a very happy event in our year, and we all look forward to it. It’s a bit 
hectic, but well worth it.  
 
Please come and join us. Get your name down by the previous week, 11th December, 
just to make sure that there is enough turkey to go around!!  
 
Look forward to seeing you on the 18th December. 

News round-up 

CHRISTMAS  
LUNCH 
18th DEC 
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This Christmas we are going to look at some of the ways Christmas used to be 
celebrated. We hope to gain an understanding of why things have developed the way 
they have. We should also discover the important central themes that have not changed 
through the generations. 

1st Sunday in Advent: 1st  December (Medieval) 
John Chapter 1 

A huge transformation took place in the 16th century when the role and 
place of scripture went through a radically new phase. What did this mean 
for Christmas? What impact does this time still have on us today? 

2nd Sunday in Advent: 8th December (Victorian) 
Matthew Chapter 2 

Many of our current traditions come from Victorian times. Everything from 
Christmas cards to carols to trees and a whole lot more. How did their 
shaping of society influence us? What have the Victorians ever done for 
us? 

Christmas at Granton 2013 

‘How’ we celebrate 
has changed over 
the years, but one 
thing remains 
constant……... 

Lothian Hospitals Carol Concert 
Wednesday 12th December at the Usher Hall 
A popular event in the run up to Christmas is the annual 
Usher Hall Carol Concert in aid of Clic Sargent. 
 
This year's event is being held on Wednesday 12th 
December, and tickets, priced between £10 and £18, are 
available from the Usher Hall Box Office at 
www.usherhall.co.uk. The concert raises money for a 
very worthwhile cause - and if that's not a good enough 
reason to go, some of our own members are taking part, 
making it a 'must see'! 
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3rd Sunday in Advent: 15th December (WW2) 
Luke Chapter 2 verses 1 – 20 

WW2 was a time of austerity. People had 
little to spare while most families had loved 
ones away at war. What was a Christmas 
like? Did not having a lot allow people to 
concentrate on the significant things? Check 
in today to find out.  

4th Sunday in Advent: 22nd December (The Stories of Christmas) 

One of the constants in every generation has been the story. Although the way we tell it 
has changed it has remained largely unchanged. Today we tell the story through 
reading and song with a special service of words and music.  

Christmas Eve: 24th December  6.30pm 

Christingle is a family orientated service full of energy and fun 
where through making Christingles we remind ourselves of 
why there is a Christmas.  A real chance to both anticipate 
and celebrate Christmas together.  

Christmas Eve: 24th December  11.30pm 

Watchnight is more reflective. In a world that seems increasingly to be split between the 
have and the have-nots this is a place where we all gather to celebrate a gift given to 
the world unlike anything before or since.  

Christmas Day 11.00am 

Christmas Day! What better than to celebrate for a short while the reason for the 
season. Bring a present and wear a smile! 

Sunday 30th December 11am 

Having celebrated Christmas this service will give those present the chance to choose 

their favourite Christmas hymns. Giving voice to our thanks is an important part of our 

celebration. 
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Introducing 
Alasdair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello! 
 
My name is Alasdair MacMillan and I’ve 
been working as a Probationary Minister in 
Granton since the beginning of September. 
I’ll be with you for 15 months in total (until 
the end of November 2014) and during 
that time, Norman will be helping me to 
explore my gifts and talents and to prepare 
for ministry in a Parish Church. 
 
I’ve met many of you over the past couple 
of months and I want to thank you for the 
welcome I’ve received. I’ve truly 
appreciated it and feel very much at home! 
However, there are still some people I 
don’t know. Sorry if you’re one of them. I 
hope we get to know one another soon! 
 
Anyway, I’m very excited to be here with 
you and I’m encouraged by what God is 
doing in Granton. It is my prayer that God 
would use us all to be blessings to one 
another, so that we might be strengthened 
and encouraged in our faith. 
 
May God bless you, 
 
Alasdair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kirk Outlook Quick 
Interview 
 
What’s your background in church life? 
 
I’m Edinburgh born and bred and went to 
Sunday School and then Church at New 
Restalrig. At the age of 16 I realised God 
loved me and that I loved God and I 
wanted to show that love in the way I lived 
my life. I intended to do that as a lawyer, 
but then I felt God leading me to the 
ministry. I’ve worked for a couple of 
Churches as a Parish Assistant and have 
particular interest in the global Church, 
every member ministry and work with the 
Children and Youth. 
 
Tell us a bit about your family? 
 
I live with my parents and sister in 
Willowbrae, East Edinburgh. My Dad 
works as an IT Support Manager and Mum 
as a Church Administrator at St. Michael’s 
Church of Scotland. My sister has a 
degree in Aromatherapy, but is currently 
working in Scottish Widows’ call-centre. 
My brother, a very good swimmer, is down 
in Nottingham studying Physiotherapy. 
 
What is your current role in the church 
and what excites you most about it? 
 
I’m a Probationary Minister. This means 
I’ve completed my academic studies, but 
have a final 15 month full-time placement 
where I am assessed to decide if I can be 
a Minister in the Church of Scotland. I am 
excited about learning from Norman, being 
involved in Sunday services and exploring 
new ways of sharing the good news of 
Jesus with people. 
  
What do you do in your spare time (if 
you have any)? 
 
I enjoy spending time with friends, 
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watching science fiction and comedy 
programmes on TV and walking and 
running. 
 
What's on your MP3 player just now? 
 
I’m in a Country music vibe at the moment 
so have some Johnny Cash and Pistol 
Annies. I’m also trying to learn Portuguese, 
so there’s some songs sung in Brazilian 
Churches. And also some English worship 
albums from Matt Redman, Tim Hughes, 
Chris Tomlin and Stuart Townend. Oh, and 
of course, I have to have The Proclaimers! 
 
Favourite food? 
 
Chilli con carne. 
 
Documentary or X Factor? 
 
Grand Designs is one of my guilty 
pleasures. I also like Michael Palin’s travel 
documentaries, or to be honest, anything 
with pretty landscapes or interesting 
people! 
 
Quiet night in or party the night away? 
 
I enjoy spending time with friends, but 
you’re unlikely to find me dancing the night 
away.  
 
Google or Encyclopaedia? 
 
I love Google for ease of access, but given 
a choice between a book and a computer 
screen, I’d choose “book” 9 times out of 
10.  

Ladies Fellowship 
Pat MacDonald 
 
As of October we now hold our meetings 
in the afternoons from 2pm-4pm, which 
suits many of our members better than 
the evening, and as always a warm 
welcome awaits any one who would like 
to join us. 
 
So far this session we have had a 
number of very interesting talks. We had 
a talk on story telling by Elsie Moir, and 
a guest speaker from the Teenager 
Cancer Trust. Marilynn Steele came 
along to talk about her cruises, Kirsty 
spoke to us as our Parish Assistant and 
we had interesting journey through the 
Florida Everglades. 
 
We look forward to a talk from Ian Moir 
in the coming weeks,  and of course our 
much enjoyed Christmas social when we 
have Ian Whyte entertaining us. Please 
note the Social is an evening event 
starting at 7pm on 10th Dec.. 
 
A short break follows until14th Jan.2014.  
 
Hard to believe yet another year has 
flown past, and on behalf of all at The 
Fellowship may we wish you all 
A"Joyous Festive season" 
remembering  "Jesus is the reason for 
the Season" . 
 
The Ladies Fellowship meets most 
Tuesdays at 2pm in the West Hall  

Happy Christmas Quotes 

“One of the most glorious messes in the 
world is the mess created in the living 

room on Christmas day. Don't clean it up 
too quickly."  
 
~ (1919-), American writer, producer, 
humorist. ”  
― Andy Rooney  
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Buying a Caring Christmas Tree is simple 
but has a huge impact.  
 
When you buy your Caring Christmas 
Tree, you become part of a growing 
movement of people who refuse to accept 
the status quo. Every Caring Christmas 
Tree has the potential to create a happier 
today and a brighter tomorrow for the 
most vulnerable in our communities. 
 
The premium Nordman firs are freshly cut 
and are sourced from local and 
sustainable Scottish growers. But 
remember, it’s not just about the trees 
themselves. The real difference with 
Caring Christmas Trees is that every tree 
purchased changes a life for the better. 
Homelessness is a real problem. Sleeping 
rough, especially during the winter, is 
dangerous and life threatening.  
 
Caring Christmas Trees raises funds for 
Bethany’s Care Shelter, giving homeless 
people a hot meal, a safe place to sleep 
and much-needed advice over the winter 
months.  

 
For the cost of one tree, Bethany can 

provide a homeless person with a hot 
meal, a bed for the night, breakfast and 
advice. 
 
The Tree Order Hotline is 0845 111 8733 
or online at:  
 

www.caringchristmastrees.com 
 

Locally, Caring Christmas Trees can be 
collected from St. Stephen’s, Comely 
Bank and Ocean Terminal or other 

Edinburgh venues. 

Communion 

We will be celebrating Communion on Sunday 29th 
December, Sunday  26th January and Sunday 23rd 
February. 
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Patch Club 
Have you ever wondered what goes on at 
PATCH Club while the rest of us are in 
Church. Ian Moir explains it all…. 
 
Worship is and important part of our Patch 
meetings., says Ian. 
 
We sing a “Thank You” prayer using the 
words of the song, “Thank You Lord for this 
Fine Day.” The children will suggest differ-
ent topics which will be substituted for the 
words “This Fine Day”. On Remembrance 
Sunday the topics suggested were – “The 
Military” “Mums and Dads” “Babies and 
Children” “Following Jesus” and “Freedom”. 
The song has a chorus with actions, which 
are especially enjoyed by the younger chil-
dren! 
 
We try to create a ‘Wonder Moment’ in 
which to reflect on the lesson. Here is an 
example. 
 
Next Sunday our theme is Jesus’ words: – 
‘I am the Light of the World’. At craft time 
there will be two activities. 1. Decorate a 
flat stone in a way that says something 
about you, e.g. Party Girl?  Football?  Run-
ner?  I love my home?  Parents? etc. 2. 
Each child is given a small glass jar cov-
ered with coloured tissue. Children deco-
rate the outside of the jar with sparkly 

things. A night-light is placed in the jar 
making a small lantern. 
 
Lesson:- 'Jesus is the Light of the World'.  
 
Teaching points demonstrated. 
           Light shows us the way  
           Light keeps us safe 
          When something is lit up it becomes 
more beautiful 
 
‘Wonder Moment’ (worship) 
Everyone sits in a circle on the floor (with 
their stone and lantern beside them) 
 
Leader:- The Bible says we are like Living  
Stones – together we can build something 
beautiful for God. One by one children and 
parents place their stones on the floor in 
the shape of a large cross. 
Leader: – Jesus, the Light of the World is 
here among us, joining us together. You 
are now going to place your light beside 
your stone. Supervised closely by parents, 
children place their small lit lantern in be-
tween the stones.  
Leader:- See how the light makes your 
stone beautiful! Jesus does that for us! 
Stand and Sing        
“Jesus we adore you.  (circle arms) 
Lay our lives before you.  (kneel with laying 
out movement) 
How we love you”.  (prayerful position). 

Christmas greetings 

 
May I take the opportunity to wish all my 
many friends at Granton Merry Christmas. 
May the beautiful promise born at 
Christmas      Bless you throughout the 
year.  
 
Pat MacDonald 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It is once again the time of year to wish 
our family and friends A Very  Happy 
Christmas, so we do just that to our 
Church family and friends.  
 
We wish you and yours a "Very Happy 
Christmas" and hope that the New Year 
will bring  good  health  to you,  your 
families and God Bless. 
 
From Elizabeth and Chris...........and Tess 
too x  



 Page 12 Page | 12 

 Kirk Outlook December 2013                                                          

The Brigade Bugle - 19th Leith Company 
 
The first half of the Session has been very 
quick, with both Sections busy in their 
various activities. 
 
Enrolment Ceremony and  
Presentations 
Our Annual Enrolment Ceremony was 
held on 30th October, with the 
presentation being led by Alasdair 
MacMillan, who as you know is our current 
Probationer Minister which was a new 
experience for him of our BB 
Company.  The Boys were presented with 
their membership cards for the current 
Session. Unfortunately there were no 
Badge presentations or promotions at the 
time of the enrolment service, as the Boys 
are all currently between the levels 
required for the next award level. 
 
Coffee Morning 
A very big thank you to the Congregation 
for their support of the Company’s Coffee 
Morning on the 26th October.  An 
excellent turnout of Parents and Friends of 
the Company helped to raise a final total 
of £476.  This has enabled us to pay our 
central Brigade Subscriptions to HQ in 
England on schedule, with some cash to 
spare. 
 
Junior Section Activities (For 8 – 10 
Year olds) 
The Junior Section (lead by their O.I.C. 
Stuart Mitchell, 0131 – 467 – 4241) while 
low in number, have covered lots of 
activities in a varied programme of 
physical, crafts and spiritual items.  These 
will lead up to their Christmas 

celebrations.  In January, we look forward 
to the Second half of our BB session. As 
always, all Boys’ are welcome to come 
along and join in the fun and games. So if 
you know of any Boy(s) in this age group 
please mention that we meet Wednesday 
nights in the East Hall from 6.30pm – 
7.45pm, they can come and join us. The 
More Boys we have the more varied 
activities we can do. 
 
Company Section Activities 
(For 11 – 18 Year olds) 
The Company Section are again working 
towards their Badges in two groups.  The 
Younger Boys’(Juniors, P7 – S3), (lead by 
the O.I.C. Malcolm Burton) have taken 
part in activities covering the Physical and 
Community badges, with the Older 
Boys’ (Seniors, S4 – S6) (encouraged by 
Alan Summers) working towards the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award at Silver Award 
Level.  The work being undertaken at 
Silver will help the Boys gain their Queens 
Badges, the highest award in the Boys’ 
Brigade. 
 
We have had several visitations / talks in 
the first half of the session from Paul 
Mitchell (BBC), Derek Young (Paramedic), 
John Webster (RAF) and the Battalion. 
Normally by this time of year in previous 
Sessions, we have played several Football 
matches in the Battalion League, either as 
a Joint/Combined Football Team with 
other Companies or by ourselves in the 
Football 7’s League. However, the format 
of any League/Competition has yet to be 
decided / finalised. 
 
This being the case, the Boys’ look 
forward to the Indoor 5 – A – 
Side  Football Competitions, and the 
second half of the session. 
Our annual highly competitive yet fun 
Christmas Games’ competitions will be 
held in November / December, with the 
Boys competing for medals in Snooker, 
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Table Tennis, Pool and FIFA Football. 
Like the Junior Section we welcome new 
Boys’, so if you know of any Boy(s) in this 
age group please mention that we meet 
Wednesday nights in the East Hall from 
8.00pm – 9.30pm, where they can come 
and join us. The More Boys we have the 
more varied activities we can do. 
 
 

Remembrance Sunday 
The Company Section was well 
represented at the annual Remembrance 
Sunday Service on 10th November, when 
we joined the TA 205 Field Hospital, Sea 
Scouts, Sea Cadets and the Church 
congregation around the War Memorial. 
 
Malcolm Burton 
(O.I.C. Company Section) 

Sun Dec 01 11:00 1st Sunday in Advent  
   - "A Medieval Christmas" 
Wed Dec 04 19:30 Advent Studies 
Thu Dec 05 19:30 Session Meeting 
Fri Dec 06 19:00 Community Film Night 
Sat Dec 07 10:00 Playgroup Christmas Fayre 
Sun Dec 08 11:00 2nd Sunday in Advent 
    - "A Victorian Christmas" 
Sun Dec 08 15:00 Christmas Messy Church 
Wed Dec 11 19:30 Advent Studies 
Sat Dec 14 09:00  Men's Breakfast 
Sun Dec 15 11:00  3rd Sunday in Advent  
   - "A WW2 Christmas" 
    Christmas Hamper Draw 
Wed Dec 18 12:00  Lunch Club Christmas Lunch 
Wed Dec 18 19:30 Advent Studies 
Sun Dec 22 11:00  4th Sunday in Advent  
   - "The Stories of Christmas" 
Christmas Eve 18:30  Christingle Family Service 
  23:30 Watchnight Service 
Christmas Day 11:00  Christmas Day Family Celebration 
Sun Dec 29 11:00  Sunday Service 
Sun Dec 29 18:00 Bethany Care Shelter 

Happy Christmas Quotes 

“And when we give each other 
Christmas gifts in His name, let us 
remember that He has given us the sun 
and the moon and the stars, and the 
earth with its forests and mountains and 
oceans--and all that lives and move 
upon them.  
 

 
 
 
He has given us all green things and 
everything that blossoms and bears fruit 
and all that we quarrel about and all that 
we have misused--and to save us from 
our foolishness, from all our sins, He 
came down to earth and gave us 
Himself.” 
― Sigrid Undset 
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Granton Parish Church has again 
volunteered both our premises and our 
talents in support of the Bethany Winter 
Care Shelter.  
 
The Care Shelter provides rough sleepers 
with a place to go for the night where they 
can find shelter, a hot meal and a warm 
place to sleep.  
 
It started in Edinburgh in 1996 with a 2-
week pilot over Christmas and has grown 
over the years to now span 5 months over 
the winter, from November until April. 
 
The service is run by a skeleton staff from 
Bethany and relies on around 800 
volunteers from churches across the 
Lothian’s who provide church venues for 
service users to sleep in on a nightly rota 
basis as well as preparing and serving hot 
food to homeless people on the premises. 
 
We have been allocated three dates as 
both host and catering over this winter with 
the first being Sunday 29 December, 
followed by Sunday 19 January and finally 
Sunday 16 February.  We also have a 
fourth night this year on Monday 30 
December where we are hosts only, with 
the catering being done by St Mungo’s 
from Balerno, whose own Church is too far 
out from the city centre to be a host 
venue.  We have now started planning for 

these dates and we are looking for 
volunteers to make up a Team of up to 7 
people each night to help with cooking and 
serving a filling two-course meal between 
6pm and 11pm and driving the minibus to 
pick up the service users from the city 
centre between 8.30pm and 9.30pm.  We 
also need help to clear the West hall before 
it is set up as the overnight sleeping area.   
 
We would like to involve as many people 
as possible in this project and if you would 
like to know more, or volunteer your time 
and skills, please speak to either of us 
(contact details below).  Even if you feel 
unable to help with the Care Shelter nights, 
we would welcome your prayers and your 
support of this project. 
 
As well as providing the premises and the 
volunteers, we provide the food for the 
evening meal and the breakfast.  To help 
fund this, there is a ‘Bethany Box’ at the 
rear of the Church, between the exit doors, 
where donations can be left after each 
Sunday Service so that we can buy the 
necessary food for the meals.  All money 
raised from donations will be put towards 
the running of the Care Shelter nights at 
Granton. 
 
Alan & Sandra Summers 
Tel: 0131-551 3176 or e-Mail: 
smaks@o2.co.uk      

Care Shelter in Edinburgh - getting involved 

Happy Christmas Quotes 

“Yet as I read the birth stories about Jesus 
I cannot help but conclude that though the 

world may be tilted toward the rich and 
powerful, God is tilted toward the 
underdog.” 
 
― Philip Yancey 
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Messy, messy, messy 
Kirsty reports back on Messy Church 
 
For 2 Sundays in the past two months, 
church has been rather boisterous- we’ve 
had jumping, dancing, rolling of 
pumpkins, hand-painting, salt-dough-
shaping, eating burgers; we’ve even 
flapped a parachute about. It has been a 
lot of fun! This has been part of a short 
series of ‘Messy Church’s that we’ve 
been running, based on Things That 
We’re Thankful for.  
 
Our Messy Church meets monthly 
between 3-5pm and is designed around 
families spending time with each other 
having fun, eating and learning about 
God’s love for them. We start with 
running around games, then spend some 
time getting crafty and messy while we 
make things.  
 
After that we sing and dance to some 
songs, have a short story and then have 
a yummy meal together! So far we have 
been learning about being thankful for 
plants and animals, and for our families 
and friends, and in December- we’re 
thankful for Christmas!  
 
So we’d be delighted if you and your 
family would like to join us on Sunday 8th 
December between 3 and 5pm at the 
East Hall for some festive fun! If you’d 
like any more information, please contact 
Kirsty at Kirsty@granton.org.uk  

The Editor 
 
We cannot let the last edition of Kirk Outlook
( in its present format) go to press without 
a ......HUGE THANK YOU TO ITS EDITOR ! 
 
Chas Macintosh took over the role of editor 
of the church magazine in 1979. Over his 
thirty four years as editor he has probably 
produced in excess of 200 publications . He 
has done so with enthusiasm, determination 
( each   magazine has a deadline!) and a 
desire to let everyone, past, present and 
new, hear about all the amazing people and 
activities that go on in our Church. 
 
His desire to improve communication both 
within our church and out in our local 
community has been inspirational and 
indeed , it is work that he is still currently 
passionate about and involved in. He is a 
forward thinker who has dragged some of us 
albeit kicking and screaming into the 21st 
century. He is responsible for our church 
website and our internet communications. 
Without him I fear we would have been stuck 
firmly in the 'dark ages'. 
 
So from all of us avid readers of Kirk Outlook 
Thank You for your dedication, inspiration 
and sheer hard work over the years. We will 
miss this slick, well thought out and 
interesting read, however we look forward to 
the new format which will replace this 
remarkable magazine. 
 
Just a final thought! Kirsty is currently asking 
people in the congrecation what advice they 
would give their 21 yearold self . Editor as 
you were 21 when you agreed to be editor I 
hope you would feel that you would go back 
to that  young man and tell him to accept as 
you have made so many lives richer! 
 
Good luck in your new ventures 
 
Linda Young 
Session Clerk 
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KIRK OUTLOOK 
This issue of KO marks the end of an era and the 
beginning of a new one.  
 
The first Granton Church Magazine appeared in the 
late 1950s and evolved though “Engage” in the 
1960s and seventies through to “Kirk Outlook” which 
first rolled off the Gestenener duplicator in the mid 
70s.  Each editor, Jack Welsh, Raymond Arnott, 
Edwin Urquart and myself, has  made changes that 
suited the needs of the day.  
 
Over the last few years we have entered the digital, 
online age, and began to publish the print edition 
online where it can reach an amazingly wide 
audience. From next year the Kirk Session has 
decided that we’ll be focussing on making our news 
available on the website and in email form, with 
printed versions of the online edition available to 
those that choose to read it that way.  
 
We hope you’ll like it. 
 
Happy Christmas 
Chas Macintosh,  
Communications Group Convener 
 
 


