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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 
 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    
 

 Phone 0131 460 1196 
 Then enter the meeting ID : 886 7104 2523  
 Then enter # 
 Then enter the meeting password : 905841  
 Then enter # 
You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 
everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet still 
want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 
Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 
Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work of 
the congregation. Go to the website and look at the top of the page 
where you will see a Donation button. Click it, then either donate 
via card or click on the Paypal button. Your donation will help our 
church to keep making a positive impact on our community and beyond.  

Opening The Church For Prayer  
Between 11am and 12noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

the church is open for prayer.  There is so� music with 

inspira�onal images on the screen alongside a chance to 

sit and quietly draw near to God.  

 

Our doors will be open between 11am and 12noon 

un#l further no#ce. 

 

#praysafe 

For more 

info about 

anything in the 
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QR  
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Monday Oct 19: Ian Moir 

“Have you understood all these 

things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they 

replied. He said to them, “Therefore 

every teacher of the law who has 

become a disciple in the kingdom of 

heaven is like the owner of a house 

who brings out of his storeroom new 

treasures as well as old.” 

Ma*hew 13 : 51 – 52 

 

Throughout this chapter of Ma*hew’s 

Gospel, Jesus has been teaching his 

disciples through parables. He now 

asks them if they have understood. 

“Yes,” they reply. 

 

Then he goes on to say that knowledge 

is like the contents of a house. Houses 

contain a mixture of old and new. In 

our homes there are things we have 

inherited from our parents (mother’s 

tea set?) and things we have bought 

ourselves. 

 

We are taught history, because history 

helps us to understand what is 

happening now. “History repeats 

itself.” So, hopefully, we can avoid 

some of the mistakes of the past. 

Following Jesus does not mean star�ng 

from scratch and discarding everything 

we have already learned and 

concentra�ng only on what Jesus says.  

 

Much of what Jesus taught can, in fact, 

be found in the Old Testament. He 

helps us to see old truths in a new light 

and apply them to our daily living. 

God has given us all, gi�s or talents. 

We are not asked to abandon these 

once we begin following Jesus. Rather, 

we are asked to use them more fully in 

the service of others. Eric Liddell, the 

Sco;sh Olympic sprinter said that he 

believed his running gave God 

pleasure! 

 

The Apostle Peter in his le*er writes: 

“Whatever gi� each of you may have 

received, use it in service to one  

another, like good stewards dispensing 

the grace of God.” (1 Peter 4:10) 

 

Prayer: Living God we thank you for all 

the things we have learned throughout 

our lives and for the new things we s�ll 

have to discover. Help us to see our 

talents as a gi� from you to be used in 

the service of others. 

 

Ac�on: What are your gi�s? Think 

about how you can use them even 

more effec�vely. 

Tuesday Oct 20: Norman Smith  

When Jesus had finished these 

parables, he moved on from there. 

Coming to his hometown, he began 

teaching the people in their 

synagogue, and they were amazed. 

“Where did this man get this wisdom 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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and these miraculous powers?” they 

asked. “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? 

Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and 

aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, 

Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters 

with us? Where then did this man get 

all these things?” 

Ma*hew 13 : 53 – 56 

 

Both people and things that are 

familiar to us o�en get overlooked. 

Do you truly see the wonder around 

you every day or are mundane things 

just that, mundane?  

 

Jesus was well known in his 

hometown as Joseph’s boy. He had 

played with the other kids, helped his 

dad in the workshop and would have 

been a regular feature of life in the 

village. They were so used to seeing 

Jesus they treated him just like 

anyone else because he was a known 

quan�ty. How strange for them to see 

Jesus in a new light as his iden�ty 

being God’s son came to the fore.  

You and I are surrounded by people 

we love and care for. Every day we 

see them, every day they are a part of 

our lives. As such we can some�mes 

take them for granted because to us 

they are a known quan�ty. Yet in 

doing that we may miss the very 

things that make them stand out.  

 

Prayer: Father God, help my eyes to 

be open to your glory in the world. 

Help my senses to sense your work. 

Help me not to take either people or 

things for granted but to see the 

wonder around me.  

 

Ac�on: Look anew at those around 

you, marvel at how wonderful they 

are!  

 

Wednesday Oct 21: Mary Macleod 

Rive/ 

And they took offense at him. 

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is 

not without honour except in his own 

town and in his own home.” 

And he did not do many miracles 

there because of their lack of faith. 

Ma*hew 13 : 57 – 58 

 

These couple of verses follow on from 

Jesus preaching in the synagogue in 

Nazareth.  He was in his home town, 

and the people there took offence at 

his preaching and miracles.  They 

knew his family, they had known him 

when he was younger. He was 

familiar, and yet they couldn’t 

recognise him.  Who did he think he 

was? they were saying. He was just 

the carpenter’s son, no one special.  

 

There’s a risk that we become over-

familiar with Jesus.  It’s a par�cular 

problem if we’ve been brought up in 

the church. We think we know who 

He is and what he says and wants. We 

don’t respect things we’re too familiar 

with, and some�mes we need help to 

see Jesus with fresh eyes, to let him 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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speak anew to us. It helps to sit and 

focus on our Bible reading for the day, 

to let ourselves really dwell on it, and 

allow God to show us how radical and 

different Jesus’ teaching really is. 

 

Prayer: Father God, you sent your 

beloved Son to us, to teach and 

redeem us, but we are so familiar with 

His story, that o�en we don’t see Him 

clearly. Open our eyes, we pray, to 

see Jesus afresh, to hear His voice 

speak to us, so we can honour Him in 

our lives. Amen 

 

Ac�on: Remember a �me when you 

have been rejected by the people you 

know, or when you have rejected 

someone you know, for doing 

something different. Imagine that you 

were in that synagogue and that you 

had known Jesus before his mission 

started. How do you think you would 

have reacted? 

 

Thursday Oct 22: Sarah Smith 

At that �me Herod the tetrarch heard 

the reports about Jesus, and he said 

to his a*endants, “This is John the 

Bap�st; he has risen from the dead! 

That is why miraculous powers are at 

work in him.” 

Ma*hew 14 : 1 – 2 

 

There are �mes in our lives when 

things happen, and we can’t believe it, 

some�mes out of fear, or for some 

other reason. When 9/11 happened, I 

heard about it while lining up for the 

opening convoca�on of my first year 

of university. I was standing in line 

with my orienta�on group, and 

someone came running up to my 

group, and told us that one of the 

twin towers had been hit by a plane. It 

sounded so horrible and unreal, that I 

didn’t believe it un�l the president of 

the university began his speech saying 

that today was a sad day for our 

country.  

 

This is different from that memory, 

but Herod, who was the one who had 

John killed, can’t believe that he is has 

been raised from the dead. It was 

thought that he was part of a group of 

people, called the Sadducees, who 

didn’t believe in resurrec�on. Herod 

probably felt threatened by the power 

that he thought John had to come 

back from the dead. Herod saw the 

work Jesus was doing, and thought it 

was John, and knew the many things 

John had done.  

 

We should never underes�mate the 

power of Jesus to perform miracles. 

They may not always be what we 

want, but Jesus is in the world 

performing miracles. Our job is to 

recognise them, don’t take them for 

granted, and give thanks for them.  

 

Prayer: Amazing God, we are so 

thankful for the many ways that you 

are ac�ve in this world. We see the 

amazing miracles you have performed 

through the stories of the Bible. Help 
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us to be in awe of the amazing things 

you are up to in the world. Remind us 

to give thanks that you are doing 

amazing things. Amen.  

 

Ac#on: Be in awe and give thanks for 

the work of God in your life and this 

world. 

Friday Oct 23: Norman Smith 

Now Herod had arrested John and 

bound him and put him in prison 

because of Herodias, his brother 

Philip’s wife, for John had been saying 

to him: “It is not lawful for you to have 

her.” Herod wanted to kill John, but he 

was afraid of the people, because they 

considered John a prophet. 

Ma*hew 14 : 3 – 5 

 

Lord Acton famously said, ‘power 

corrupts and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely.’ As a poli�cian and 

historian Lord Acton studied history 

and recognised that �me and again 

human beings have not handled 

power well. In this passage today we 

get a glimpse of that via Herod’s 

dealings with John the Bap�st. Herod 

had the power to nullify Johns 

annoying preaching over his 

adulterous rela�onship with Herodias; 

a power he used to put John in prison.  

Imagine having the power to get rid of 

anyone who annoyed you? Just 

because you can doesn’t mean you 

should!  

 

Prayer: Lord help my to recognise 

when I abuse my power or posi�on 

over others. May I be known for my 

grace more than anything else.  

 

Ac#on: Consider whom you have 

power and influence over? How would 

Jesus treat them.  

 

Saturday Oct 24: David Moodie 

On Herod’s birthday the daughter of 

Herodias danced for the guests and 

pleased Herod so much that he 

promised with an oath to give her 

whatever she asked. Prompted by her 

mother, she said, “Give me here on a 

pla*er the head of John the Bap�st.” 

Ma*hew 14 : 6 – 8 

 

It’s such a contrast, we’ve spend many 

chapter with Jesus as he preached 

about living a upright life. We’ve had 

lessons and parables about respec�ng 

God, honouring your neighbour, and 

doing what is right. But now we’ve 

been thrown into this murky world of 

court poli�cs: where family members 

manipulate one another into grizzly 

poli�cal assassina�ons. In the New 

Testament the Herodian Royal family 

represents power at it’s most naked 

and ugly. To them the means always 

jus�fied the ends of seeking power, 

nothing was beyond the pale. John the 

Bap�st would soon become the 

casualty of a cruel poli�cal system 

where family feuds had violent 

consequences.  

 

It can feel like Jesus and his disciples 
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were living in another world, but 

that’s because they were serving a 

very different sort of King. By living 

faithfully to God they were showing 

people a different path: one that 

rejected the cruel Machiavellian 

poli�cs of Herod’s court and instead 

was based on loving God and serving 

others. Jesus came to show another 

way. That when God is your King you 

will not pursue a life of power and 

greed, but instead will find joy in 

helping others and dedicate yourself 

to pursuing peace. A be*er way is 

possible. 

 

Prayer: God of Jus�ce, we pray for a 

world s�ll marred by violence, 

corrup�on and greed. We remember 

the vic�ms of poli�cal violence, from 

John to the present day. We pray for 

a be*er world, a world where jus�ce 

flows like a river and where swords 

are beaten into ploughshares. May it 

be on Earth it is as in Heaven. 

 

Ac�on: What is an issue of jus�ce that 

ma*ers to you? Take some �me to 

and pray about it, and if you feel 

prompted how could you do 

something to make a difference. 

 

Sunday Oct 25: Sarah Smith 

The king was distressed, but because 

of his oaths and his dinner guests, he 

ordered that her request be granted 

and had John beheaded in the prison. 

His head was brought in on a pla*er 

and given to the girl, who carried it to 

her mother. John’s disciples came and 

took his body and buried it. Then they 

went and told Jesus. 

Ma*hew 14 : 9 – 12 

 

We make promises that we are going 

to do something, and there are �mes 

when we really regret making those 

promises. If the promise is made just 

to ourselves without anyone hearing, 

then we cannot keep it, and get away 

with it. If we make that promise to a 

group of people, there can be 

pressure to keep that promise, no 

ma*er how we might feel about it.  

Herod, a poli�cal leader, had made a 

promise, and other people heard it. 

Other people were coun�ng on him 

to deliver on what he had promised. 

Not only did he have pressure to 

deliver because he had made the 

promise in public, but as a poli�cal 

leader, he needed to keep his promise 

in order to s�ll be revered, respected, 

liked.  

 

Power, and the desire to be liked and 

to have people con�nue to revere you 

drives people to act against what we 

want to do. We don’t focus on what 

our heart is saying, but we focus on 

being liked, and fi;ng in. Jesus didn’t 

come to be liked, Jesus came to 

teach, make a difference, and to give 

us forgiveness. Let us not be caught up in 

being liked, but focus on following the 
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examples Jesus has given us.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, you call us to 

follow you, follow your teachings, and 

spread your grace, love, and mercy to 

the corners of this world. Help us to 

not get caught up in pleasing people 

as we live our lives. Keep our eyes 

focused on you, and transforming this 

world you have given us. Amen 

 

 Ac#on: Act from your heart, not 

from looking good. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Want to meet other people and explore 
faith together? If yes then this is for you. 
We have set up small groups that will 
meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you 
are interested in joining please contact 
Sarah. Her email is on the back page.   

Acts of Random Kindness  
 

Faith in Jesus works itself out through how we 

live amongst others. How we prac�ce faith is the 

single most powerful way we have of 

demonstra�ng faith to others. What will you do 

this week for someone else?  

 

Phone / Go Walking Together / Get Messages 

Or something else! 

The Marble Challenge 
 

There is a jar in the church that every �me you invite 

someone else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before 

lockdown there was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s 

easier than ever to invite someone to church. Just share the 

Zoom link or forward a copy of this bulle�n.  

 

Who do you care about enough to invite to church this 

week?  
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click 

SUBSCRIBE to get Thought for the Day 

delivered every day. 

 

If you no longer wish to receive this by 

post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 

2159 

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

  

 

Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral Visit Team Lead 
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

Highlighted Resource…. 

Every week a different resource will be highlighted 

that can help you This week… 

 

Local to Edinburgh but with a world wide appeal is 

Fischy Music. This is an organisa�on that writes 

inspiring songs for all ages that will help to li� 

your mood as well as sustain your faith.  

Check out 

 

h*ps://www.fischy.com/ 

 

A great resource when you want to praise the 

Lord.  


