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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

• Phone 0131 460 1196 

• Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

• Then enter # 

• Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

• Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona!on bu3on. Click it, then either 

donate via card or click on the Paypal bu3on. Your dona!on will help our church to keep 

making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.  

They shall grow not old,  as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  

We will remember them. 



Monday Nov 2: David Moodie 

And when they climbed into the boat, 

the wind died down. Then those who 

were in the boat worshiped him, 

saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Ma3hew 14: 32 – 33 

 

There is a great video online with a 

group of Adele impersonators all 

audi!oning for a job. What they don’t 

know is that one of them, ‘Jenny’, is 

actually the real Adele disguised under 

a wig and prosthe!cs. None of them 

can tell it’s her un!l she starts to sing. 

And then one by one the begin to 

realise that, this isn’t just an 

impression, this is the real deal. It’s a 

really heart-warming video. 

h3ps://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=OHXjxWaQs9o 

 

When you realise who someone is it 

can change everything. The disciples 

had been with Jesus for a long !me, 

they had seen miracles and they 

clearly respected him as a teacher. But 

now the penny was star!ng to drop: 

this was just a skilful teacher, a worker 

of miracles, or even another Prophet, 

this man was something new. He was 

the Son of God. It would s!ll be some 

!me before the came to fully 

understand who Jesus was, but this 

was the moment the realised that 

Jesus was like no other person would 

ever meet. 

Many people find Jesus interes!ng as a 

historical figure or a moral teacher, but 

the Chris!an journey begins when you 

realise that Jesus is special, and you 

decide to follow him. 

 

Pray: Lord Jesus, you are not like any 

other person, you are the Son of God, 

even the winds and waves obey you. I 

choose to follow you, even through 

difficult storms, and to put you first. 

 

Act: How you make following Jesus 

you priority today? 

 

Tuesday Nov 3: Sarah Smith 

When they had crossed over, they 

landed at Gennesaret. And when the 

men of that place recognized Jesus, 

they sent word to all the surrounding 

country. People brought all their sick 

to him and begged him to let the sick 

just touch the edge of his cloak, and all 

who touched it were healed. 

Ma3hew 14: 34 – 36 

 

Everyone gets a reputa!on. It comes 

from what you do during your life and 

how you spend your !me. Today in 

America, people who haven’t already 

voted, will be going to the polls to vote 

for the next President of the United 

States. People will vote for the person 

whose reputa!on and whose work 

they like and agree with more. Each 

candidate has their own reputa!on, 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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and have different people who side 

with them and seek them out 

depending on what they are known 

for, and what they promise to do.  

Jesus was known for healing people, 

and caring for people. People saw him 

and immediately associated him with 

all the good works which he had 

done. People who knew what he was 

capable of sought him out in order to 

be healed or to have someone healed. 

The people who saw Jesus knew what 

his reputa!on was, and wanted 

people to be able to have access to his 

good works. 

 

These people believed in Jesus and 

believed in what he could do for them 

and for those they knew. It didn’t take 

Jesus actually taking them in order for 

them to be healed. They believed in 

him, and just had to touch the edge of 

his cloak in order to be healed. Their 

faith in Jesus was such that touching 

the part of his cloak which was 

dragging on the ground healed them.  

 

Prayer: Healing God, we give you 

thanks that you sent us your son who 

taught us how to have a strong faith. 

We give you thanks that your Son 

came and healed so many people who 

believed in him. May we, especially in 

these difficult and trying !mes, 

con!nue to prac!ce this strong faith. 

May we believe in the healing work of 

Jesus and may we share this with 

other people.  

 

Ac!on: What are you known for in 

this world? Take !me to reflect on the 

impact you are having on the people 

around you and your different 

communi!es.  

 

Wednesday Nov 4: Mary Macleod 

Rive& 

Then some Pharisees and teachers of 

the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem 

and asked, “Why do your disciples 

break the tradi!on of the elders? They 

don’t wash their hands before they 

eat!” 

Ma3hew 15: 1 – 2 

 

In Ma3hew’s gospel, Jesus’ Jewish 

culture and upbringing are 

emphasised.  These were very 

important to the gospel author and to 

the early Chris!ans, and during Jesus 

life!me, the people who opposed him 

tried frequently to undermine him by 

showing that he and his disciples were 

uneducated people and not good, 

prac!cing Jews. Here, in these two 

verses, the Pharisees and legal 

teachers were trying to humiliate and 

undermine Jesus by publicly judging 

his disciples. The Pharisees and 

teachers were implying that they 

themselves were much be3er than 

Jesus and his disciples, virtue-

signalling as it’s some!mes called. 

 

This is par!cularly relevant now. How 

oPen do we look at people who aren’t 

wearing masks, or who walk past the 

hand sani!ser, and either think or say 
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‘well, I don’t think much of them. Why 

aren’t they wearing masks or cleaning 

their hands?’ We feel we’re be3er 

than them. There is a horrible, smug 

pleasure to this, but Jesus makes it 

clear it is not our place to judge others 

so we can feel more pleased with 

ourselves. 

 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, please give me 

compassion and empathy for the 

people I encounter. Help me to be 

loving and humble, and save me from 

smugness and judgement of others. 

Amen 

 

Ac!on: when you’re out, try to be 

conscious and catch yourself before 

you think or say judgemental things. 

 

Thursday Nov 5: David Moodie 

Jesus replied, “And why do you break 

the command of God for the sake of 

your tradi!on? For God said, ‘Honour 

your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone 

who curses their father or mother is 

to be put to death.’ But you say that if 

anyone declares that what might have 

been used to help their father or 

mother is ‘devoted to God,’ they are 

not to ‘honour their father or mother’ 

with it. Thus you nullify the word of 

God for the sake of your tradi!on. 

Ma3hew 15: 3 – 6 

 

One of the frustra!ons of living with 

covid restric!ons is the seeming 

contradic!ons. You can meet x 

number of people in this kind of 

establishment, but not in another? 

You are restricted in one geographic 

area but are also free to drive to 

another? Different rules based on 

what age you are. While some of 

these are probably own goals, the 

truth is that it was probably 

impossible to make consistent rules to 

deal with a crisis like this. There were 

always going to be anomalies and 

inconsistencies that just don’t make 

sense. 

 

The Legalists in Jesus’s day had tried 

to take the Old Testament and turn it 

into a comprehensive set of rules. No 

ma3er what the situa!on was, there 

would be a rule for it. But the more 

precise they tried to be, the more 

they began to contradict themselves. 

In their pursuit of an all-encompassing 

set of laws, they had lost sight of what 

those laws were actually supposed to 

do in the first place. 

 

Jesus came to remind people that the 

goal isn’t outwardly conform to the 

rules, but to be transformed from the 

inside out. 

 

Prayer: Living God, help me to be 

transformed from the inside out. 

Remind me that it’s not just about 

following the rules, but about 

becoming a more peaceful, 

compassionate and understanding 

person. 

 

Act: What habits and rules do you use 
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to structure your life? Have a think is 

there’s any of them that aren’t 

fulfilling their original purpose. Maybe 

it needs a change. 

 

Friday Nov 6: Sarah Smith 

You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when 

he prophesied about you: 

“‘These people honour me with their 

lips, 

    but their hearts are far from me. 

They worship me in vain; 

    their teachings are merely human 

rules.’” 

Ma3hew 15: 7 – 9 

 

The law can be a very conten!ous 

thing. They are many different laws 

that have been wri3en down, put into 

prac!se, told to follow. Then as !me 

con!nues, new laws are wri3en which 

update or cancel out previous laws. 

Where there are different sets of laws, 

there will be some people who will 

follow one sets of laws, which suit 

them be3er, while different laws will 

be followed by other people because 

those work be3er for them.  

 

The Pharisees, who are being called 

out in this passage, have been using a 

set of laws which were passed down 

from their elders. They have chosen to 

follow those laws instead of following 

the Ten Commandments, which were 

passed down to Moses from God, and 

have been passed down through the 

genera!ons. They say that they are 

religious people, and yet they are not 

following the teachings and laws of 

God. They are paying Jesus lip service, 

but not actually following the ways of 

Jesus.  

 

There are many things which govern 

how we live our lives today. There are 

some things which we are good at 

following, but I am sure there are 

some things which we would like to 

ignore. In a !me when there are a lot 

of rules around what we can and 

cannot in terms of daily life with this 

pandemic, there are things we do and 

do well. There are also rules which we 

don’t like, and would like to not 

follow, because they get in the way of 

our daily rou!nes. The ques!on 

becomes, which ones become more 

important, what is more comfortable 

for us, or that which promotes the 

health and safety of the people 

around us. 

 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, in a !me when 

we are discerning how to live our lives 

daily, and care for others through the 

choices we make, may we keep your 

laws front and centre to love the Lord 

our God will all your heart, soul, and 

mind, and to love our neighbour front 

and centre, and let this guide our lives.  

 

Ac!on: No!ce what you allow to 

govern your choices about how you 

live your daily life. Which voice speaks 

louder, the voice of comfort or the 

voice of God which reminds you of the 

law which he has given us to live our 
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lives by daily? 

 

Saturday Nov 7: Mary Macleod Rive& 

Jesus called the crowd to him and 

said, “Listen and understand. What 

goes into someone’s mouth does not 

defile them, but what comes out of 

their mouth, that is what defiles 

them.” 

Ma3hew 15: 10 – 11 

 

Many of the laws that the Jewish 

people observe related to what kinds 

of food could be eaten and when. You 

probably know that pork is forbidden 

to both Jewish and Muslim people, 

but did you know that observant 

Jewish people shouldn’t drink milk at 

a meal where they are ea!ng meat?  

 

We also have laws and customs about 

what is appropriate to eat – how 

many people are comfortable with 

the idea of ea!ng dog, horse, snake, 

insects or larvae?  

 

Jesus here is saying something that 

was very radical to the people 

listening to him. They defined their 

culture and iden!ty by these laws 

about food – food prac!ces were 

basic to what made them Jewish and 

being Jewish meant that they were 

purer and closer to God than the 

other, surrounding cultures. But Jesus 

was saying that food laws and 

customs, and by implica!on other 

laws and customs too, were not what 

made them clean, be3er than their 

neighbours and closer to God. No, it 

was what they said, what came out of 

their mouths, that made them clean 

or dirty. It is easy to judge by the 

superficial things, whether someone 

follows our customs, or fits into our 

group. But this isn’t how God judges 

us. 

 

Prayer: Beloved and just Lord, you see 

our hearts and all that we think and 

do. You hear every word from our 

mouths. Help us to see others with 

your eyes and not to be led astray by 

superficial things. Help us to love and 

value what you love and value in 

those around us, and free us, we pray, 

from the constraints and customs of 

our culture. Amen 

 

Ac!on: think about what differences 

in people we find difficult to cope 

with, for example, language, dress, 

colour, sexuality. How do you think 

Jesus sees those people? How do you 

think he sees you? 

 

Sunday Nov 8: David Moodie 

Then the disciples came to him and 

asked, “Do you know that the 

Pharisees were offended when they 

heard this?” 

He replied, “Every plant that my 

heavenly Father has not planted will 

be pulled up by the roots. Leave 

them; they are blind guides. If the 

blind lead the blind, both will fall into 

a pit.” 

Ma3hew 15: 12 – 14 
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I oPen annoy the people in my life for 

my blind devo!on to Google Maps. I 

follow the direc!ons to a T. Usually 

works out ok, but occasionally I find 

myself caught out by roadworks or 

delays that I would have missed had I 

just consulted the people who are in 

the know. 

 

Who do you trust to lead you? When 

following direc!ons it’s easy: a map 

supplemented with a bit of road 

advice, but what about on big life 

choices, ethical decisions or spiritual 

ma3ers? It’s an important ques!on, if 

we choose the wrong person they can 

lead us astray. What we need are 

trusted guides. Some!mes that will be 

people in our lives: people with the 

experience and wisdom to give us the 

advice we need. Some!mes that will 

be ins!tu!ons we can trust know best 

and have our interests at heart. 

But above all we should look to our 

faith for guidance. For the wisdom 

found in scripture, for nudges from 

the Holy Spirit, and for answers to 

prayer. In God we can find a guide 

who is trustworthy and who always 

has our best interests at heart. 

 

Prayer: God my Shepherd, thank you 

for leading and guiding me always. I 

bring to you all the decisions and 

plans I have, please guide me through 

those choices and help me to follow 

you faithfully. 

 

Act: Use a map to plan a short walk 

today. As you walk pray for God’s 

guidance in your life. 

Opening The Church For 

Prayer  

 
Between 11am and 12noon on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays the church is open for 

prayer.  There is soP music with 

inspira!onal images on the screen 

alongside a chance to sit and quietly draw 

near to God.  

 

Our doors will be open between 11am 

and 12noon un1l further no1ce. 

 

#praysafe 

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in  

JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY 

 is based on who you are and not what 

you have  

 

EVERYONE 

 is valued and everyone has giPs that can 

be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  

brings with it respect across the 

genera!ons and cultures  
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 

 

If you no longer wish to receive this by post, or 

want to update your contact details please call 

Norman on 0131 551 2159 

 

Minister:   
Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 
   0131 551 2159 
 
Session Clerk:  
Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  
   0131 467 4239 
 
Parish Assistants:  
David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 
   0785 663 0956  
Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 
 
  

 
Treasurer: 
   Alan Summers 
   alan@granton.org.uk 
Communications  
   Chas Macintosh  
   chas @granton.org.uk 
   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral Visit Team Lead 
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 

grantonchurch.org.uk 
 

Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 

 

 

Highlighted Resource…. 
Every week a different resource will be highlighted that 

can help you. This week… 

 

We don’t oPen blow our own trumpet or talk about all 

the good things going on in the wider Church of       

Scotland but you will be amazed at everything your 

church is doing. From social care to faith development, 

from the furthest north to the deepest south, well   

beyond our own borders, the church is ac!ve.  

 

Spend some !me looking over the church website and 

be amazed! 

 

h3ps://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ 
 

 

 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle1n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 


