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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 

 

If you no longer wish to receive this by post, or 

want to update your contact details please call 

Norman on 0131 551 2159 

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

  

 

Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral Visit Team Lead 
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

Highlighted Resource…. 
Every week a different resource will be highlighted that 

can help you. This week… 

 

The Church of Scotland has drawn from a wide variety 

of people across the whole church to create an Advent 

Calendar that you can get delivered to your email every 

day.  

 

You can find it at:  

 

h)ps://churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/advent 

 

 

Highligh,ng the same resource as last week, go sign up 

for it! 

For more info about anything in the Bulle&n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 6th December 2020 

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee,ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee,ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s,ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega,on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona,on bu)on. Click it, then either 

donate via card or click on the Paypal bu)on. Your dona,on will help our church to keep 

making a posi,ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Bright Hope 

for 

Tomorrow 



Monday Nov 30: David Moodie 

For the Son of Man is going to come in his 

Father’s glory with his angels, and then he 

will reward each person according to what 

they have done. 

 

“Truly I tell you, some who are standing 

here will not taste death before they see 

the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Ma)hew 16: 27 – 28 

 

This is a confusing passage. It seems like 

Jesus is sugges,ng that the end ,mes will 

come within the life,me of his disciples. In 

fact it’s known that many of the first 

disciples believed that Jesus would return 

in their life,me. But of course we know 

that did not happen. 200 years have 

passed and Jesus has yet to return. So 

either Jesus made a mistake, or the 

disciples didn’t understand what Jesus 

meant. 

 

When they imagine the Son of Man 

coming in his kingdom, they probably 

assumed a warrior coming to liberate 

Israel, who would be crowned in Jerusalem 

as King of Israel. As it turned out Jesus was 

crowned as King in Jerusalem, but not in 

power and glory. Jesus was crowned with 

a crown of thorns, not hail but mocked as 

‘King of the Jews’. Yet on the Cross Jesus 

did become a King, not a conqueror but a 

Servant giving his life for many. 

 

Throughout history there has been a cycle 

of one Empire following another. Persia 

conquered Babylon, Rome overtook 

Greece, Britain surpassed Spain and 

Portugal, and now America and China via 

for supremacy. And throughout it all there 

has been a feeling of “Meet the new boss 

same as the old boss”. Jesus wasn’t 

interested in that, when he established his 

Kingdom it would be something truly 

different. Not exploita,ve but generous. 

Based on love not fear. And exis,ng not to 

control other but to serve them. 

The Son of Man did come in his Kingdom, 

and it looked like a God willing to give his 

life for the sake of others 

 

Prayer: King Jesus, thank you that you 

showed us a different way of doing things, 

one based on serving others and puKng 

their needs first. Help us to seek your 

Kingdom by ac,ng out of love and 

compassion. 

 

Act: Whose needs can you put first today? 

 

Tuesday Dec 1: David Moodie 

In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has 

been made. In him was life, and that life 

was the light of all mankind. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 

John 1: 1 – 5 

 

John starts his Gospel at the very 

beginning (a very good place to start). He 

doesn’t open with a genealogy, or with 

Mary and Joseph, John us right back to the 

crea,on of the Universe. It’s hard to start 

any earlier. 

 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Advent & Christmas Services  
 

Sunday 6th Dec. 10.30am Bethlehem  

The importance of place to the story and our lives  

(In-Person & online) 

 

Sunday 13th Dec. 10.30am Mary’s Song of Praise 

Joining with Mary to give thanks for Jesus and Christmas 

(In-Person & online) 

 

Sunday 20th Dec. 10.30am Emmanuel 

God is with us! You are not alone! 

(In-Person & online) 

 

Christmas Eve 4.30pm Chris,ngle 

Reminding ourselves of the Christ light in our lives  

(In-Person only) 

 

Christmas Eve 6.30pm Chris,ngle  

Reminding ourselves of the Christ light in our lives  

(In-Person & online, Pre-Booked) 

 

Christmas Day 10.30am Arrival! 

We celebrate the day of Jesus birth 

(In-Person & online) 
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Have you ever seen something so 

amazing that you are lost for words? 

Maybe it was something that took your 

breath away, or someone or something 

that you never thought you would see. 

There was one ,me that I wanted to go 

watch the sunrise from a mountain, 

maybe be)er termed a hill. I hiked up, in 

the cold and dark, and sat and watched 

the clouds roll by, and the sun start to 

come up. It was amazing to be in the 

clouds and see the start of a new day.  

  

Zechariah has seen a vision, and is lost for 

words. Elizabeth then has something that 

she never thought possible happen. A 

miracle has occurred, and she doesn’t 

know how to capture in words at that 

point how to talk about the amazing 

favour she has been shown by God.  

  

When we see the grace, favour, and 

beauty of God in this world, we too can 

be lost for words. We can be amazed at 

the giSs God has bestowed upon us. The 

important thing that we need to do is to 

take ,me to stop and appreciate what we 

have been given. We will be celebra,ng 

the birth of Christ, and the giS we receive 

through God. Let us take ,me to no,ce 

and give thanks for Christ, and the 

amazing blessing he is for this world.  

  

Prayer: Loving God, we give you thanks 

that you con,nue to show us the beauty 

of this world. Help us to be amazed at the 

amazing wonders that are all around us. 

Help us to con,nue to take ,me to no,ce 

them and give thanks for them. Amen   

  

Ac,on: Take ,me to no,ce the beauty 

around you, and allow yourself to be lost 

for words with something beau,ful. 

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in  

JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY 

 is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE 

 is valued and everyone has giSs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  

brings with it respect across the genera,ons and cultures  

More and more church groups are beginning to restart though in very different 

ways. Check either with your Elder or the Church Website for the latest news 

on what’s happening when. 

Page 3 

 

The Christmas Story doesn’t begin with 

Mary, or John the Bap,sts or even with 

the prophets that told his coming. God’s 

plan to send his son into the world was 

something planned since before the 

universe came into being. Christmas was 

not an accident or a quick fix, it was 

always God’s inten,on to come and live 

among his people so that God’s family 

could be restored. It’s this incredible 

cosmic story that we celebrate every year. 

 

Prayer: Everlas,ng God, your plans are so 

vast that I can barely comprehend them. 

Thank you that before everything else you 

were thinking of us and that you always 

had a plan to rescue us and bring us into 

your family. 

 

Act: Take a moment to think about the big 

picture, and thank God that you have a 

place in it. 

 

Wednesday Dec 2: Sarah Smith 

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his 

shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlas,ng Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and 

peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with jus,ce and righteousness 

    from that ,me on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

    will accomplish this. 

Isaiah 9: 6 – 7 

 

The beginning part of this passage is a 

well-known passage made be)er known 

by Handel’s Messiah. It can be so easy to 

focus on the first bit where Isaiah 

prophesies about a child being born, and 

the ,tles which will be given to him. This 

child will be reigning over David’s 

kingdom. Yet, his reign will be like none 

ever experienced before. 

 

Instead of reigning with oppression, and 

allowing many injus,ces, he will bring and 

uphold jus,ce and righteousness. When 

we look at different kingdoms and 

governments throughout the ages, we 

have seen them make promises of peace, 

jus,ce, and righteousness. Yet, they never 

live up to all these promises. Here comes 

this child, and he comes in and is the first 

leader who leads in a wholly different 

style. The promises made are kept and he 

teaches others how to act with peace, 

jus,ce, and righteousness. Our calling, not 

only as we celebrate the birth of this 

child, but throughout our lives, is to 

prac,ce this same peace, jus,ce, and 

righteousness Jesus taught us.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, we give you thanks 

that you gave us your son, Jesus Christ, to 

come to this world and bring peace, 

jus,ce, and righteousness. May we 

con,nue to follow in his example. Amen. 

 

Ac,on: What is something you can do to 

con,nue prac,cing the peace, jus,ce, and 

righteousness Jesus brought into this 

world? 

 

Thursday Dec 3: Norman Smith 

In the ,me of Herod king of Judea there 

was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; 
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his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant 

of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in 

the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s 

commands and decrees blamelessly. But 

they were childless because Elizabeth was 

not able to conceive, and they were both 

very old. 

 

Once when Zechariah’s division was on 

duty and he was serving as priest before 

God, he was chosen by lot, according to 

the custom of the priesthood, to go into 

the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 

And when the ,me for the burning of 

incense came, all the assembled 

worshipers were praying outside. 

Luke 1: 5 – 10 

 

Elizabeth and Zechariah were good 

people. In those days many people 

commonly believed God was directly 

responsible for wealth and prosperity 

through showing favour. The converse 

was also true in that poverty and 

childlessness was seen as God’s disfavour. 

Elizabeth and Zechariah had had to 

endure many years of people looking 

down on them and wondering why if they 

really were such good people had God not 

blessed them with children? Li)le did 

anyone realise Elizabeth and Zechariah 

would be parents to John the Bap,st! 

Looking at either a person or a situa,on 

can oSen cause us to jump to conclusions 

that reveal more about our own 

prejudices than anything else. Throughout 

the bible and throughout history, God has 

a habit of surprising us be ac,ng in 

unexpected ways.  

 

Prayer: Father, let me see beyond my own 

prejudices. Surprise my today! 

Ac,on: Try not to jump to conclusions 

today.  

 

Friday Dec 4: Mary MacLeod Rive< 

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him, standing at the right side of the altar 

of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he 

was startled and was gripped with fear.  

But the angel said to him: “Do not be 

afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been 

heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son, and you are to call him John. He will 

be a joy and delight to you, and many will 

rejoice because of his birth, for he will be 

great in the sight of the Lord. He is never 

to take wine or other fermented drink, 

and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit 

even before he is born. He will bring back 

many of the people of Israel to the Lord 

their God. And he will go on before the 

Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 

turn the hearts of the parents to their 

children and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous—to make ready 

a people prepared for the Lord.” 

Luke 1: 11 - 17 

 

Zechariah was taking his turn to serve in 

the temple as he had done every year 

since he was a teenager. For anyone 

doing a job aSer many years in the role, it 

becomes rou,ne - it doesn’t ma)er how 

important the job is, you do it 

automa,cally, and Zechariah had been a 

priest for a long ,me. He was standing 

just outside the holy of holies, burning 

incense, as was done every day.  He and 

his wife were childless, in a place where 

having children was hugely important, 

and we could imagine that his mind was 

perhaps on this personal grief.  
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The appearance of a messenger from God 

was the last thing he expected. 

God comes to us where we are, and God 

answers our prayers in God’s ,me, not 

ours. Zechariah was doing the work that 

God had given him to do, nothing unusual, 

just praying and doing his job. We don’t 

need to do anything special to receive 

God’s messengers, we just need to pray 

and do what God sets before us in our 

everyday life.  

 

Prayer: Lord, I offer you my work and my 

everyday life. Help me to live and work in 

a way that glorifies you, and help me to be 

open to your messengers to me. Amen 

 

Ac,on: Look at your life and work, and 

find space for more short prayers. 

 

Saturday Dec 5: David Moodie 

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be 

sure of this? I am an old man and my wife 

is well along in years.” 

The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I 

stand in the presence of God, and I have 

been sent to speak to you and to tell you 

this good news. And now you will be silent 

and not able to speak un,l the day this 

happens, because you did not believe my 

words, which will come true at their 

appointed ,me.” 

Luke 1: 18 – 19 

 

I don’t think it’s an accident that only 

Zechariah was struck speechless. Of all the 

characters in the Christmas Story, 

Zechariah was by far the best educated. 

He was a priest, a man born into his job, 

trained from childhood to know the 

Scriptures inside out. Mary, Joseph, 

Elizabeth, the Shepherds, even the Wise 

Men, none of them were as learned and  

knowledgeable as Zechariah. And yet it is 

Zechariah who loses his words. He cannot 

ques,on what is happing, analyse it or 

test it. He is forced to stop talking and 

simply watch what is happening. 

Knowledge is, obviously, a good thing. 

Having a good understanding and being 

able to put things in context is valuable. 

But some,mes we need to shut our 

mouths and just experience what is 

happening. There is a ,me for ques,oning 

and analysis, but there is also a ,me to 

simply watch in awe and wonder. 

 

Prayer: Living God, help me this year to 

appreciate the miracle of Christmas. Help 

me know when it is ,me to shut my 

mouth and just observe the wonderful 

things in front of me. 

 

Act: Take some ,me to observe in silence. 

It could be something beau,ful and 

incredible, or something ordinary, but 

have a few minutes where you just look 

and listen. 

 

Sunday Dec 6: Sarah Smith 

Meanwhile, the people were wai,ng for 

Zechariah and wondering why he stayed 

so long in the temple. When he came out, 

he could not speak to them. They realized 

he had seen a vision in the temple, for he 

kept making signs to them but remained 

unable to speak. 

 

When his ,me of service was completed, 

he returned home. ASer this his wife 

Elizabeth became pregnant and for five 

months remained in seclusion. “The Lord 

has done this for me,” she said. “In these 

days he has shown his favour and taken 

away my disgrace among the people.” 

Luke 1: 20 – 25 


