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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona!on bu3on. Click it, then either 

donate via card or click on the Paypal bu3on. Your dona!on will help our church to keep 

making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Bright Hope 

for 

Tomorrow 



Monday Dec 21: Norman Smith 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you 

a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 

birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel.” 

Isaiah 7: 14 

 

“All this took place to fulfil what the Lord 

had said through the prophet: “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and they will call him 

Immanuel” (which means “God with 

us”).” Ma3hew 1: 22 – 23 

 

God with us, that is quite the asser!on. 

In a world where God so o=en seems 

distant and unknowing, having God with 

us stands out as a peculiarity of the 

Chris!an faith. Ours is not a distant God 

whom we need to appease by sacrifice, 

nor is God indis!nct from us like other 

religions. Rather God is with us, 

travelling and journeying through this 

life and wai!ng for us when we move to 

the life that is yet to come. 

 

As a child I used to worry when I turned 

around and my mother or father were 

not there. If I couldn’t see them I 

panicked even though they could see 

me. Invariably when they came back, 

they showed me where they were and 

that I was perfectly safe the whole !me. 

As a grown up I think this is a good 

illustra!on that o=en when I think God 

is not there and I cannot see him, he can 

s!ll see me and I am perfectly safe.  

 

Prayer: Father you have promised to 

never leave me nor forsake me. Please 

make the reality of that real to me.  

 

Ac!on: As you go through today who 

can you see who can’t see you? Use this 

to remind yourself that God never leaves 

you alone.  

 

Tuesday Dec 22: Mary MacLeod Rive% 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the 

angel of the Lord had commanded him 

and took Mary home as his wife. 

Ma3hew 1: 24 

 

Joseph was a good, kindly, and God-

fearing man. Mary’s unexpected 

pregnancy must have been devasta!ng 

for him, but he followed God’s 

instruc!ons and he took Mary home as 

his wife. By doing this, he gave her the 

protec!on that she needed to reach the 

end of her pregnancy safely, but he also 

gave up his own good reputa!on. When 

he did this, everyone would have 

assumed that the baby was his, and that 

he had taken advantage of his fiancée 

before their marriage, breaking God’s 

law. Joseph humbled himself to obey 

God, regardless of whether the whole 

world wrongly thought ill of him, and he 

accepted that as a cost of honouring 

God’s will.   

We should be willing to follow Joseph’s 

example, no ma3er how difficult it is, 

and be more concerned about what God 

knows to be true of us, rather than what 

the world thinks of us. 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Prayer: Lord God, I have o=en been 

concerned about my reputa!on and 

what people think about me, rather 

than about what you see in me.  Forgive 

me, I pray, and help me to focus my 

thoughts and concerns on you rather 

than caring for what others think.  

 

Ac!on: Are you worried about what 

others are thinking about you? Think 

about why you’re concerned and pray 

for God to help you to sort out what the 

right thing is to do.  

 

Wednesday Dec 23: David Moodie 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a 

decree that a census should be taken of 

the en!re Roman world. (This was the 

first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And 

everyone went to their own town to 

register. Luke 2:  1 – 3 

 

For the majority of us this will be the 

first Christmas we have ever 

experienced where the Government has 

told us where you can and can’t go. In a 

free society it only ever happens in 

excep!onal circumstances like the one 

we are living through. But Jesus was 

born into a world where it was normal 

for the occupying Government to order 

people around. And while our 

restric!ons are for our safety and 

health, the Romans ruled according to 

their own interests. So if they wanted 

everyone to return to their home town 

to register then you’d be3er well do it, 

no ma3er how inconvenient it was for 

you. They say jump, you say how high. 

It’s no wonder the people were crying 

out for something to change. 

 

But this decision meant that Jesus 

would be born not in Joseph’s current 

home Nazareth, but in his ancestral 

home of Bethlehem. This meant that 

the prophecy that the Messiah would 

come from Bethlehem would be 

fulfilled. God was able to use Roman 

bureaucracy, even with all its unfairness 

and heavy-handedness, to keep his 

promises. It’s a reminder that God can 

work through even imperfect systems in 

order to bring change and give us hope. 

 

Prayer: Faithful God, thank you that you 

keep your promises. Help me to see you 

at work, even in places I might not 

expect. 

 

Ac!on: Where might God be calling you 

to make a difference today? 

 

Thursday Dec 24: Sarah Smith 

So Joseph also went up from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because 

he belonged to the house and line of 

David. He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married 

to him and was expec!ng a child. Luke 

2:  4 – 5 

 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the clans 

of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

    one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

    from ancient !mes.” Micah 5: 2 
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I grew up in the same house un!l I went 

off to university. I never had to deal 

with moving to a different house, or 

even a different city growing up. Yet, 

here we have this family are having to 

move back to Joseph’s hometown for 

the census. Not only are they uproo!ng 

themselves, they are moving while 

Mary is pregnant. There is nothing easy 

about this. Moving then is not like 

moving today, as they don’t have a car 

or a moving van to help them.  

Yet, Mary and Joseph know that they 

are being called to be a part of 

something pre3y big, and so they don’t 

let the circumstances get in the way. 

Nothing about what they are going 

through is easy, but they have pledged 

to follow what is expected of them from 

the government, and also what God has 

asked of them.  

  

Prayer: Loving God, you call each of us 

to step outside of our comfort zones, to 

move into places that are unknown and 

scary. While we might be afraid to step 

into those unknown places, you remind 

us that you journey with us. Amen.  

 

Ac!on: Take a step into the unknown. 

 

Friday Dec 25: Norman Smith 

While they were there, the !me came 

for the baby to be born, and she gave 

birth to her firstborn, a son. She 

wrapped him in cloths and placed him 

in a manger, because there was no 

guest room available for them. Luke 2:  

6 – 7 

 

So much is made of Jesus being born in 

a stable. We have stable tableau 

everywhere! We call them na!vity sets 

and they come in every shape/size 

imaginable. Yet in concentra!ng on the 

stable we o=en miss that this is God 

entering our world. Whether it was in a 

5 star hotel or a stable doesn’t really 

ma3er. What is important is God took 

the ini!a!ve and entered our world as a 

child. Christmas day is not about the 

stable or the inn or the wisemen but 

about God coming into the world.  

 

Next !me you wonder about how far 

you might go for someone else, 

consider how far God went for you! He 

entered this world as a child!  

 

Prayer: Thank you Father for being you. 

You came into this world and I really 

don’t deserve what you did. My 

gra!tude goes beyond words for 

everything you have done for me.  

 

Ac!on: If you got what you wanted or if 

you didn’t, remember to be grateful to 

God for what he has already done for 

you! 

 

Saturday Dec 26: Anne MacIntosh 

And there were shepherds living out in 

the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for 
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all the people. Today in the town of 

David a Saviour has been born to you; 

he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 

a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger.” Luke 2: 8 – 12 

 

This Christmas it would be so easy to 

focus on being afraid like the shepherds. 

We are having a Christmas that is so 

different from ones in our past. We 

can’t have all our whole family together 

to share a meal. We have to choose 

which two households to spend !me 

with in our 5 day window and who we 

can’t have into our house. We can’t 

travel too far away and have to be wary 

of public transport.  

 

We can’t give anyone outside our 

bubble a hug and kiss on Christmas day. 

Although there is news about the 

vaccine it is s!ll an unknown and we are 

not sure how some people will react to 

the immunisa!on. All pre3y nega!ve 

isn’t it? 

However we can and we should zoom in 

on the part that says there is good news 

that will cause great joy for all the 

people.  

 

There are lots of things we can do to 

bring joy to others and in doing so will 

give us joy -: 

Smile at a stranger and say hello 

when you are out walking  

Send a le3er to a friend 

Watch the sun rise or set  

Volunteer to help someone who is 

struggling  

Donate toys to underprivileged 

children 

Reconcile a broken rela!onship 

Put up Christmas lights in your 

garden or window for people 

passing by to enjoy 

 

The list is endless 

This year more than ever we need to 

reflect on the joy and hope of the 

Christmas season. 

Prayer: Dear God, We pray for joy in our 

hearts, hope in God and peace upon the 

earth.  As we interact with others, help 

us to be kind and compassionate to one 

another. Show us ways to love and care 

for those both inside and outside our 

homes. Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with 

your love. Amen. 

 

Ac!on: What can we do to bring joy to 

others today? 

 

Sunday Dec 27: Mary MacLeod Rive% 

Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favour rests.” 

When the angels had le= them and gone 

into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has told us about.” 

So they hurried off and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. Luke 2: 13 – 16 

 

It’s hard to believe it, but two thousand 

years ago, there were wolves and lions 

in the countries around the 
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Mediterranean. Shepherds gathered 

the sheep into a walled enclosure at 

night, then lit a fire and slept out with 

their sheep to protect them. God’s 

people had been shepherds for 

thousands of years, all the way back to 

Abraham, and the hilly land around 

Bethlehem in the centre of the country 

was suited for grazing sheep.  

 

The shepherds would have been a 

mixture of men and boys minding their 

families’ sheep and men working for 

others – all of them armed and used to 

dealing with wild animals. Angels, 

though, were en!rely outwith their 

experience, and choirs of angels had 

them, as the old transla!on says ‘sore 

afraid’. But their fear didn’t stop them 

being curious and obedient to the 

angels’ message from God. So they 

went to the town, to discover the baby, 

lying in a manger as they had been told, 

and their lives were changed en!rely. 

 

Prayer: Lord God, help me to be like the 

shepherds. When I’m afraid, please give 

me their courage. When something 

new and unexpected happens, please 

give me their curiosity, and when you 

call me, please give me their obedience.  

For the glory of your name, Amen. 

 

Ac!on: as we approach the New Year, 

let’s think about our lives openly and 

fearlessly, and see whether God is 

asking us to do something new, that we 

didn’t expect. 

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has gi=s that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures  

 

 

 

Throughout January we are going to study the book 

of Ruth.  
 

Ruth was a remarkable young woman whose daring, courageous ac!on to 

support her mother in law has inspired men and women throughout the ages. 

Who was she, what did she do, what can we learn from her and the other 

characters in her story. Stay tuned in January to find out.  

Coming Up Next  



Page 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 27th Dec. 10.30am Blessings of the New Covenant 

A year end reminder of God’s promises to us 

We are sorry to have to inform you that due to the current pandemic and the 

impending move to Tier 4 the Kirk Session of Granton Parish Church have 

decided all our services whilst in Tier 4should be online only. This was not an 

easy decision for us to take because we cherish the chance to join with others 

Yet weighing the desire to worship in person against guaranteeing the safety of 

those who a3end against Covid le= us with no choice.  

 

You are part of our community and we will do anything we can to make sure 

you are safe; even if that means changing how we offer worship for the 

moment. We hope you understand and that you are able to join with us online.  

 

Remember, the church is not closed, we just can not meet in person due to 

Covid. If you need to contact anyone from the church phone Norman or any 

Elder.  
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 

 
If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   
 

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

  

 

Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral Visit Team Lead 
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

Highlighted Resource…. 
Every week a different resource will be highlighted that 

can help you. This week… 

 

The Church of Scotland has drawn from a wide variety 

of people across the whole church to create an Advent 

Calendar that you can get delivered to your email every 

day.  You can find it at:  

 

 

h3ps://churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/advent 

  

 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle=n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 


