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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 

 
If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   
 

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

  

 

Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral Visit Team Lead 
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
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Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle$n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

We are sorry to have to 

inform you that due to the 

current pandemic and the 

impending move to Tier 4 

the Kirk Session of Granton 

Parish Church have decided all our services whilst in 

Tier 4should be online only. This was not an easy 

decision for us to take because we cherish the 

chance to join with others Yet weighing the desire 

to worship in person against guaranteeing the 

safety of those who a*end against Covid le+ us 

with no choice.  
 

You are part of our community and we will do 

anything we can to make sure you are safe; even if 

that means changing how we offer worship for the 

moment. We hope you understand and that you 

are able to join with us online.  
 

Remember, the church is not closed, we just can 

not meet in person due to Covid. If you need to 

contact anyone from the church phone Norman or 

any Elder.  

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 3rd January 2021 

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee6ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee6ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s6ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega6on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona6on bu*on. Click it, then either 

donate via card or click on the Paypal bu*on. Your dona6on will help our church to keep 

making a posi6ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Bright Hope 

for 

Tomorrow 



Monday Dec 28: Ian McLaughlan 
When they had seen him, they spread the 

word concerning what had been told them 

about this child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds said to 

them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things and pondered them in her heart. 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as they 

had been told. 

Luke 2: 17 – 20 

 

The shepherds visi6ng Jesus in the stable 

block that very first Christmas were the 

first ordinary people to witness the good 

news of the Saviour’s birth a+er the angel 

had told them of this great event 

happening in Bethlehem. Imagine their 

sense of awe and wonder (and privilege) 

as they le+ the stable singing praises to 

God and to be the first to share the story 

with those all around them. Visualise too – 

in your mind’s eye - all those who were 

hearing this amazing news from the 

shepherds for the first 6me.  

 

Yet, in the midst of all this excitement the 

central figure of Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, was s6ll absorbing the enormity of 

what the shepherds had told her and 

wondered what lay ahead of her. We can 

only speculate the ques6ons going 

through her head at that crucial moment.  

Why me Lord; why send these ordinary 

shepherds to tell me of my son’s des6ny; 

why, if I’m to be the mother of the 

Messiah, offer a crude cradle for the birth 

of my precious baby. Ques6ons as she 

“pondered them in her heart” (as the 

authorised version of the bible puts it) that 

would be answered as she grew older and 

seeing the whole astounding picture 

unfold in front of her.  

 

Prayer: Father, I like the way you used the 

ordinary people – the shepherds - to 

convey the extraordinary news of Jesus’s 

birth as Saviour of the world. Help me too 

Lord Jesus, as an ordinary person, to find 

new ways to be excited by your birth and 

to ponder in my heart the gi+ of salva6on 

that you so freely offered. Amen 

 

Ac6on: As we celebrate the days following 

the birth of Christ perhaps in more 

restricted ways this year, take 6me to 

remember that nothing really has changed 

since that first Christmas! 

 

Tuesday Dec 29: Ian Moir 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 

Simeon, who was righteous and devout. 

He was wai6ng for the consola6on of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not die before he had 

seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the 

Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 

When the parents brought in the child 

Jesus to do for him what the custom of the 

Law required, Simeon took him in his arms 

and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 

    you may now dismiss your servant in 

peace. For my eyes have seen your 

salva6on,    which you have prepared in 

the sight of all na6ons: a light for 

revela6on to the Gen6les,     and the glory 

of your people Israel.” Luke 2: 25 – 32 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Throughout January we are going to study the book 

of Ruth.  
 

Ruth was a remarkable young woman whose daring, courageous ac6on to 

support her mother in law has inspired men and women throughout the ages. 

Who was she, what did she do, what can we learn from her and the other 

characters in her story. Stay tuned in January to find out.  

Coming Up Next  

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has gi+s that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera6ons and cultures  

them from Herod. Joseph was simply and 

honourably obedient to God. He listened 

when God spoke to him in dreams and 

through prayers, and he walked the road 

that God had set before him.  He 

wouldn’t have known what would come 

of all these things God told him to do. He 

wasn’t blessed to see Jesus’ ministry; we 

assume he’d died before that as he isn’t 

men6oned during Jesus’ adult life, but his 

straighOorward trust and obedience 

saved Christ as a child and set a 

wonderful example before Jesus as he 

grew up. His obedience reminds us that 

we don’t always get to know or 

understand why God is asking us to do 

things, but our trust and obedience is one 

of the ways that God works in the world. 

 

Prayer: Blessed Jesus, I o+en don’t know 

why your word tells me to do certain 

things. I frequently argue, dig my heels in 

or simply disobey. Please forgive me and 

help me to remember the good example 

of Joseph, who helped to raise you. Help 

me to trust you and obediently walk the 

path you’ve set before me. Amen 

 

Ac6on: look at your day and week ahead, 

and offer it to God in prayer, asking him 

to show you what to do and how to react 

at work, with your family, in your studies, 

whatever comes along. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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certainly weren’t three of them; they 

would have had a re6nue with them – 

servant, guards, etc. They were likely 

from what is now Iraq, and could have 

been Zoroastrians. There’s a lot of 

specula6on – some of it very well 

informed, some – not so much. But there 

are some things we do know. 

They watched for, and were alert to, signs 

of God’s hand at work. The star they 

followed wasn’t a magic star that was 

invisible to everyone but them. It would 

have been visible in the night sky to 

anyone who looked up, but they were 

expec6ng to see signs of great things.  

 

Their faith led to ac6on. They le+ their 

familiar surroundings and went on a 

pilgrimage to find this thing that God was 

doing. A pilgrimage is different from an 

ordinary journey in several ways. It 

requires that you leave the place where 

you belong, where you’re comfortable. It 

has a par6cular des6na6on or goal. It 

leads to an encounter with God and 

personal transforma6on. At the end of it, 

you return to where you came from, but 

changed by the experience.  

They were prophets: the gi+s they 

brought were foretastes of what was 

ahead of the li*le one they worshipped: 

gold for the King of Kings, frankincense 

for our High Priest, and Myrrh to anoint 

the dead for burial.  

They were worshippers: They didn’t give 

advice, they didn’t curry favour, they 

didn’t wait un6l Jesus was old enough to 

recognise them and repay their devo6on - 

they simply worshipped. 

At the beginning of this year,  

are we alert and looking for the signs 

of what God is doing? 

are we prepared to move out of our 

comfort zone? 

are we prepared to follow Jesus, 

wherever that road might take 

us? 

will we devote ourselves to worship? 

 

Prayer: Lord God, help us today to see 

what you need us to, to understand what 

is required of us, and to have the courage 

to journey with you, wherever that may 

take us, and however that may change us.  

Amen 

 

Ac6on: What gi+s will you offer to Christ 

today? 

 

Sunday Jan 3: Mary MacLeod 

Rive9 
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 

he said, “take the child and his mother 

and escape to Egypt. Stay there un6l I tell 

you, for Herod is going to search for the 

child to kill him.” 

 

So he got up, took the child and his 

mother during the night and le+ for 

Egypt, where he stayed un6l the death of 

Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord 

had said through the prophet: “Out of 

Egypt I called my son.”  

Ma*hew 2: 13 – 15 

 

Some6mes, over Christmas, Joseph gets 

pushed into the background.  We forget 

about his role as Jesus’ foster father. But 

this is the second, if not the third, 6me 

that Joseph had saved Jesus’ life. He 

married and protected Mary when she 

was pregnant, he brought her and the 

near-term Jesus to Bethlehem for a safe 

birth, and he took the mother and infant 

on the long road south to Egypt to protect 

Page 3 

 

For centuries the Jews, as God’s ‘chosen 

people‘, had been wai6ng for God to send 

his Anointed One. Many of them believed 

that this person would be a soldier king, 

like David, and lead them, in ba*le, to 

gain their righOul posi6on of dominance 

in the world. There were, however, a 

small number who took a different view. 

They were called the ‘Quiet in the Land’. 

They had no dreams of violence and of 

power. They believed in a life of prayer 

and watchfulness un6l God should come. 

Simeon was one of this number. Promised 

by the Spirit that he would not die un6l he 

had seen God’s Anointed One, he was in 

the Temple when Mary and Joseph 

brought their infant son there, in order to 

fulfil the requirements of the Law. 

 

Taking the baby Jesus in his arms, Simeon 

praised God in words which have become 

one of the great prayers/songs of the 

Chris6an Church. It has its own special 

name the ‘Nunc Dimmi6s’ and has been 

set to music by many famous composers. 

It is included in the daily evening services 

of both the Anglican and Roman Catholic 

Churches. 

 

What an amazing end Simeon had to his 

life. The wonderful conclusion to a life of 

‘wai6ng’ - his ambi6on fulfilled and a 

marvellous sense of being at peace. 

Unlike Simeon, we are in the happy 

posi6on of not having to wait. We have 

just been remembering again, at 

Christmas, that Jesus has come and is 

with us and ac6ve in the world today. 

What are we to do with that knowledge? 

We too, can have the prospect of 

‘depar6ng in peace’. But how are we to 

use the 6me we’ve got le+? 

 

Prayer – Nunc Dimmi6s 

“Lord, now le*est thou thy servant depart 

in peace according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salva6on; 

Which thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people; 

 

To be a light to lighten the Gen6les and to 

be the glory of thy people Israel.” Amen. 

 

Ac6on: On the threshold of a New Year, 

we can plan how are we to use the 

coming year to serve Christ? 

 

Wednesday Dec 30: David Moodie 
The child’s father and mother marvelled 

at what was said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his 

mother: “This child is des6ned to cause 

the falling and rising of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be spoken against, so 

that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your 

own soul too.” 

Luke 2: 33 – 35 

 

Being the mother of God was never going 

to be an easy burden. Every parent has to 

let their child go at some point, but for 

Mary this meant releasing Jesus to a life 

of service to others, a life that would 

anger many and cause a fierce backlash. 

While she would see Jesus do amazing 

things, she also had to witness as people 

slandered her son, threatened his life, and 

eventually succeeded in having him 

arrested and put to death. We can only 

imagine the terrible pain this caused to 

Mary, to watch her beloved son go 

through this. 

 

But Mary’s gi+ to the world was that she 

was willing to share Jesus. She let him go 
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to perform miracles for the crowds who 

loved him, to teach the disciples who 

devoted their lives to him, and above all 

to serve his heavenly father who sent 

him. Mary was willing to sacrifice her 

chance of a normal family life, but in 

doing so she allowed Jesus to create a 

new family. God’s family that we are all 

welcomed into.  

 

Prayer: God our loving parent, thank you 

for the families we have, the people we 

love and the people who love us. Help us 

not to be narrow with our idea of family, 

but instead to be generous with our love 

and open our lives and hearts to others. 

 

Ac6on: Think of someone who has been 

family to you, whether they are your 

biological family or chosen family. Find a 

way to let them know how much you 

appreciate them. 

 

Thursday Dec 31: Sarah Smith 
There was also a prophet, Anna, the 

daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was very old; she had lived with her 

husband seven years a+er her marriage, 

and then was a widow un6l she was 

eighty-four. She never le+ the temple but 

worshiped night and day, fas6ng and 

praying. Coming up to them at that very 

moment, she gave thanks to God and 

spoke about the child to all who were 

looking forward to the redemp6on of 

Jerusalem. Luke 2: 36 – 38 

 

Anna was a prophet, from a long line of 

prophets, and she has been wai6ng a long 

6me for this prophecy of the birth of the 

Saviour to be fulfilled. She has been 

hearing about this, and has been 

worshipping, praying, and wai6ng in the 

temple for this good news to come in the 

birth of Jesus Christ. She has been wai6ng 

for a long 6me, and even when she could 

have given up hope, she kept wai6ng. 

When she sees Mary and Joseph with 

Jesus in the temple, she knew that the 

prophecy had been fulfilled. She praises 

God and shares the good news to all who 

were there.  

  

We have been wai6ng for good news. We 

have been wai6ng for an end to the 

pandemic. We have been wai6ng for the 

6me when we come together and 

embrace each other. We don’t know 

when that day will come, but we now 

have glimpses of that hope. We are called 

to con6nue wai6ng, hoping, and praying, 

like Anna. There will be a 6me when we 

will be able to share the good news with 

the world, but our call right now is to 

keep wai6ng, hoping, and praying.  

  

Prayer: Loving God, we are in the season 

of wai6ng. We are wai6ng for the coming 

of your son, Jesus Christ to be born, and 

to bring hope, peace, joy, and love into 

this world. We also are wai6ng for an end 

to this pandemic. While we wait, help us 

to not lose hope, but to wait with a 

hopeful expecta6on of the good news 

that is to come in the birth of your son, 

our Saviour. Amen. 

  

Ac6on: Keep hope alive 

 

Friday Jan 1: Norman Smith 
A+er Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 

Judea, during the 6me of King Herod, 

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 

and asked, “Where is the one who has 
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been born king of the Jews? We saw his 

star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.” 

 

When King Herod heard this he was 

disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

When he had called together all the 

people’s chief priests and teachers of the 

law, he asked them where the Messiah 

was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 

they replied, “for this is what the prophet 

has wri*en: 

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of 

Judah, are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a 

ruler who will shepherd my people 

Israel.’” 

 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 

found out from them the exact 6me the 

star had appeared. He sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 

carefully for the child. As soon as you find 

him, report to me, so that I too may go 

and worship him.” Ma*hew 2 : 1 – 8 

 

What it would be like to be a fly on the 

wall at this encounter with the Magi? 

Herod being all nice and posi6ve about 

the young Messiah when we know he just 

faked it because he wanted the child 

dead. Even his follow-on mee6ng with the 

Chief Priests is surprising because they 

must have known he did not have the 

Messiah’s best interests at heart. Why do 

you think they answered him truthfully, 

knowing he would act against the newly 

born Messiah?  

 

Fear is a terrible thing. Herod was a tyrant 

well known for killing those who opposed 

him so they knew what would happen if 

they stood against him. We might think 

we would be different but probably not. 

No one knows what they will do when in 

this kind of situa6on un6l they are actually 

in it.  

 

Remember though, God’s love is greater 

than our greatest fear. The light came into 

the world, the darkness tried to put it out 

but couldn’t. Whatever this year throws at 

us, it will not over come the love of God. 

Don’t forget that. 

 

Prayer: Father your love is stronger even 

than death itself. At the start of a new 

year help me remember that love is 

greater than anything I will face this year.  

 

Act: Remember God’s love! 

 

Saturday Jan 2: Lesley Hamilton-

Messer  
 

A+er they had heard the king, they went 

on their way, and the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them un6l it 

stopped over the place where the child 

was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they 

saw the child with his mother Mary, and 

they bowed down and worshiped him. 

Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gi+s of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to go back to 

Herod, they returned to their country by 

another route. Ma*hew 2: 9 – 12 

 

There’s a lot we don’t know about these 

travellers from the east; the Wise  Men, 

Magi, Kings. They would have been people 

of significance (to have gained an 

audience with Herod) and there almost 


