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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona!on bu3on. Click it, then either 

donate via card or click on the Paypal bu3on. Your dona!on will help our church to keep 

making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Bright Hope 

for 

Tomorrow 



Monday Jan 4: David Moodie 

A5er Herod died, an angel of the Lord 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said, “Get up, take the child and his 

mother and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were trying to take the child’s 

life are dead.” 

 

So he got up, took the child and his mother 

and went to the land of Israel. But when 

he heard that Archelaus was reigning in 

Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go there. Having been warned in 

a dream, he withdrew to the district of 

Galilee, and he went and lived in a town 

called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 

said through the prophets, that he would 

be called a Nazarene. 

Ma3hew 2: 19 – 23 

 

When Joseph and Mary had done 

everything required by the Law of the 

Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own 

town of Nazareth. And the child grew and 

became strong; he was filled with wisdom, 

and the grace of God was on him. Luke 2: 

39 – 40 

 

Jesus’s birth was filled with drama. Angelic 

appearances, a borrowed stable, Magi 

from the East, and !me spent as refugees. 

But his life would se3le down as the family 

returned to Nazareth. We have almost no 

records of Jesus’s life between his birth 

and the beginning of his public ministry 

aged 30, save for one story. And so over 

the years many people have speculated 

about what happened in that !me. There 

are some theories that have him going to 

India or Tibet and even a tradi!on that he 

made it all the way to Blighty! (“And did 

those feet in ancient !me, Walk upon 

England’s mountains green?”) 

But these theories are all rather 

farfetched. In reality he probably led a 

normal life in Nazareth. He grew up, 

learned to walk, talk and read, was taught 

the Torah and ini!ated into the Jewish 

faith. He led the life of a normal Jewish 

boy growing up in Galilee. But this is far 

more exci!ng than the out-there theories, 

because it means that God came to Earth 

and lived a life not unlike ours. God chose 

to experience all the joy, sorrow, boredom 

and wonder of an ordinary human 

existence. God chose to be like us and 

understand us, so that he could be close to 

us. 

 

Prayer: Brother Jesus, thank you that you 

chose to live like us and share in the 

human experience. I know that whatever I 

am going through I can bring it to you and 

know that you will understand me. 

 

Ac!on: Take some !me to appreciate 

something everyday and ordinary. It may 

not seem like much, but it was the 

everyday that God chose when Jesus came 

to live  among us. 

 

Tuesday Jan 5: Sarah Smith 

The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 

who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. 

John 1: 14 

 

God has come to the world in and through 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Jesus. Something that people have been 

wai!ng for has happened. This might not 

sound like the normal na!vity that we 

have heard at Christmas, but s!ll we 

celebrate and give thanks that God has 

come through Jesus and is dwelling 

among us. The term the Word is call back 

to God, who spoke and brought this world 

and what dwells on it into being. This is 

who has made his dwelling with us. We 

didn’t have to do anything or be anything 

for Jesus to dwell with us. He comes to us 

as we are and where we are. God has 

reminded us through this how much we 

are loved.  

 

Prayer: Loving God, as we con!nue on in 

this new year, we look at the world 

around us, and we so deeply want hope 

and good news. You remind us in the gi5 

that is your Son, who you sent to dwell 

among us, that we are so deeply loved by 

you. You come and live with us wherever 

we are. Help us to live into this grace and 

live into and share this love and grace 

with the world around us. Amen. 

 

Ac!on: Take !me to remind yourself that 

you ma3er to God, and you are loved by 

God, just as you are.  

 

Wednesday Jan 6: Norman Smith 

A5er six days Jesus took with him Peter, 

James and John the brother of James, and 

led them up a high mountain by 

themselves. There he was transfigured 

before them. His face shone like the sun, 

and his clothes became as white as the 

light. Ma3hew 17: 1 – 2 

 

Todays reading is considered one of the 

most important in the en!re New 

Testament. Whilst on earth Jesus carried 

out many miracles but in terms of his 

looks he was pre3y normal. Isaiah the 

prophet goes so far as to describe him as 

“He had no dignity or beauty to make us 

take no!ce of him. There was nothing 

a3rac!ve about him, nothing that would 

draw us to him.” This is the only glimpse 

we see of who Jesus really was, of the 

innate power he held in check.  

 

We think of Jesus as meek and mild, 

however, that is not true! He is the Son of 

God who is God! He is Emmanuel, God 

with us! He is the Alpha and the Omega! 

You get the picture? Never underes!mate 

who Jesus is. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I have some idea 

but no real understanding of who Jesus is. 

I know that when I see you in glory I will 

be amazed at who you truly are. 

  

Ac!on: Where do you see God at work in 

the ordinary today? 

 

Thursday Jan 7: Mary MacLeod Rive) 

Just then there appeared before them 

Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

Ma3hew 17: 3 

 

This passage, the Transfigura!on, is really 

strange. It’s as if Jesus takes a step away 

from human life, away from !me, and 

gives just the three disciples, Peter, James 

& John, a glimpse of who he really is. And 

he is joined by two people from the deep 

past of Israel, Moses and Elijah, who meet 

with him and talk to him, and who are 

recognised by the disciples. From this 

!me forward, the disciples cannot doubt 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the suffering 

servant who is referred to in the 

prophecies of the Old Testament. 
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Suddenly, they see that the familiar man 

who they have travelled with, eaten with, 

argued and discussed with, is more than 

just a man. He is the Son of God, the 

fulfilment and comple!on of all the belief 

of thousands of years of Israel’s history.  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we pray that you will 

give us the eyes to see you in the 

familiarity of our lives and our history. 

Help us to recognise your work in our 

world. 

 

Ac!on: Think about what God has done in 

your life through this last, difficult year. 

 

Friday Jan 8: David Moodie 

Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 

to be here. If you wish, I will put up three 

shelters—one for you, one for Moses and 

one for Elijah.” Ma3hew 17: 4 

 

Have you ever been in a situa!on where 

you’re out of your depth and in a moment 

of panic blurt out something that’s, in 

hindsight, pre3y da5? The disciples had 

just witnessed perhaps the most 

incredible thing they have ever seen: 

Jesus speaking with the greatest heroes in 

Israel’s history. It must have been an 

incredible moment. And Peter, never one 

to leave an empty silence unfilled, 

decided that now was the !me to chirp in 

and say “how about I put up three tents 

for you”. In Luke’s account of the same 

story he adds the helpful li3le note for us 

“Peter did not know what he was saying”. 

 

When we feel awkward or unsure it can 

be really temp!ng to fill the silence; to 

say or do something, anything! Even if it’s 

as silly as offering to pitch a tent. It can 

take real disciple and pa!ence to sit on 

our hands and bite our tongue, but it is 

worth it. When we rush from one thing to 

the next we can miss what God is doing. 

But when we slow down and simply 

watch and listen we can start to see and 

marvel at God’s work. 

 

Prayer: Don’t pray with words today, 

instead take a minute to breath and 

listen. 

 

Ac!on: Next !me you wan to rush into 

the next ac!vity close your eyes and take 

a moment to ask “do I need to do this”. If 

yes then do it with purpose, if no then let 

it go. 

 

Saturday Jan 9: Rev Dr Caroline Lockerbie 

While he was s!ll speaking, a bright cloud 

covered them, and a voice from the cloud 

said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 

Ma3hew 17: 5 

 

Much like the voice from the cloud, I too 

have a beloved son.  Yet it is my beloved 

daughter that sparked my thoughts when 

I read this passage from the 

Transfigura!on account. Anything about 

the Transfigura!on makes me feel good 

because I find the image an awesome 

confirma!on that God is alive in the 

world; then and now.  Also, I really affirm 

the idea of parents suppor!ng and 

proclaiming the achievements and 

trustworthiness of their children when 

those achievements lead to a be3er 

world. 

 

It is my daughter’s birthday in a few days, 

thus my focus on the parent/child 
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rela!onship of today’s verse. (This year 

celebra!ons will be subdued, but there 

will be cake!) She is the same age Jesus 

was when God spoke about him from the 

bright cloud.   Like God I know what it 

feels like to see one’s children grow into 

caring, responsible adults.   This journey of 

parenthood has brought about some of 

my most profound understandings of God.   

I used to joke that motherhood was just 

the best con!nuing educa!on experience 

of my career.    

 

In his reflec!on at the zoom online Service 

on Christmas Eve, Norman Smith 

reminded us that the Bible presents many 

images of God. God as father/parent is 

one that I have come to appreciate and 

respect. 

 

As my children grew into adulthood I 

began to see some of myself in them.  And 

when those traits led to goodness in the 

lives of the people around them I began to 

hold my own head higher, realizing that I 

too could be a source of goodness for 

others.   God as parent sees the greatness 

in all of us, because we are all beloved 

children of the creator.   Sure, we are all 

different and reflect different 

characteris!cs, but they are all respected 

by the voice from the cloud.  We are all 

cherished just as the first born beloved 

son is cherished.  As we do jus!ce, love 

kindness and walk humbly with our God 

(Micah 6:8), like our brother Jesus, we 

reflect the goodness that is God alive in 

our world. 

 

Prayer: We pray to the Father of the 

Beloved Son and of us, his many beloved 

brothers and sisters. We thank you for the 

life experience images which speak to us 

of your truths and your love.  May your 

Spirit empower the images of You that we 

each carry within us so that we may work 

for the goodness of all people.  

 

Ac!on: Hug yourself.  Know that you are a 

beloved child of God.  Let the image of 

God shine through you in acts of kindness 

and support, even if all that that means 

right now is just staying home. 

Sunday Jan 10: Sarah Smith 

When the disciples heard this, they fell 

facedown to the ground, terrified.  But 

Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” 

he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they 

looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, 

Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone 

what you have seen, un!l the Son of Man 

has been raised from the dead.” 

Ma3hew 17: 6 – 9 

 

Being face down on the ground is 

something that was a common posture for 

people in the Old Testament to do before 

the Lord. Then we have this beau!ful 

moment when Jesus touches them. This 

happens one other !me, a5er his 

resurrec!on. They have just seen this 

amazing thing happen with the 

transfigura!on and are probably very 

curious and quite confused about what it 

all means for Jesus. When I am confused 

about something, I want to talk it out with 

people to try to make be3er since and 

understand it, but Jesus tells them to not 

tell anyone. One thing I have learned is 

that there are many !mes I can only 

be3er understand and appreciate 

something a5er it has happened. By 

wai!ng, they are able to be more present 
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to what is happening in front of them 

instead of worrying about what is going 

to happen later.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, we want to make 

sense of things that don’t make sense. 

We become afraid when things happen 

that we don’t expect and shake us to our 

core. You come in and touch us, and 

remind us to not be afraid. May we 

con!nue to wonder and be present in this 

world. Amen 

 

Ac!on: Instead of worrying about what is 

to come, be present to the present. 

Throughout January we 

are going to study the 

book of Ruth. She was a remarkable young woman whose 

daring, courageous ac!on to support her mother in law has 

inspired men and women throughout the ages. Who was she, what did she do, 

what can we learn from her and the other characters in her story. Stay tuned in 

January to find out.  

Coming Up Next  

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has gi5s that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures  

On behalf of everyone at Granton 

Parish Church, we wish to publicly 

thank Barbara Gordon for her many 

years of faithful service as church 

cleaner. On balmy hot days of 

summer Barbara was there and on 

dreadfully cold days of winter 

Barbara was there, making sure the 

buildings were kept in !p top shape. 

O5en unseen but never 

unappreciated. Barbara, thank you from everyone at the church. We hope and 

pray that will enjoy your re!rement a5er these many years of service. 
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Dear Friends, 

We entered 2020 amongst rumours 
of a new virus emanating from the 
east but to be honest it wasn’t at that 
time really affecting us. Within a 
mere 12 weeks it had changed our 

world as we like many other countries entered our first lock down. Who in 2019 would 
ever have foreseen words/phrases like lockdown, social distancing or you’re muted 
coming to play such a pivotal role in our lives? We all learned both a new vocabulary 
and a new rhythm of life in 2020. 

Entering 2021 we are effectively in another lockdown again but there are differences. 
The virus is not unknown to us as we have lived with the consequences of it. We know 
we can survive this lockdown because we survived the last. Most importantly a vaccine 
is already being rolled out and we all expect to be inoculated at some point in 2021. A 
phrase I have heard repeatedly over the last few weeks is that finally there is ‘light at the 
end of the tunnel’. 

We Christians know about light with Jesus being the light of the world a central tenet of 
our faith. You can read about it in John chapter 1, where John writes in verse 5, ‘The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out.’ Even in the darkest of 
times when life is most difficult we believe in the light, a light that cannot be extin-
guished. 

Going into 2021 I want to encourage you to actively hold onto that light. None of us 
knows what this year will bring nor if it will be looked back on as a good or a bad year. 
However, remind yourself of that verse from John, ‘The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has never put it out.’ 

From everyone at Granton Parish Church we pray you will keep that light close to you 
throughout 2021, that it will be a constant companion and comforter to you and you 
always remember nothing in this world can put that light out. 

God grant you his blessings for the year to come. 

Norman 

On Sunday 10th January Revd Dr Mar!n Fair, 

Moderator of the Church of Scotland will be joining 

our Zoom service and leading us in our worship. 

Mar!n usually serves as Minister of Arbroath St 

Andrews and we are grateful to him for joining with 

us today. 
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Keeper 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral Visit Team Lead 
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle=n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Due to current Government 

regula!ons all church 

ac!vity is being held online.  

Keep checking the website 

for details.  

  

 

We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some !me at home 

praying for other people? If you are you will be given 

a list of people to pray for on a weekly basis. You 

may know them, you may not, they will all be part of 

our church family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry 

team know if you will be part of the prayer team.  

Thu 28th Jan 

7pm, Zoom 

Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. 

You will need a pen, some paper and a candle. More 

details next week.   


