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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona!on bu3on. Click it, then you will 

have a few op!ons from contac!ng the Treasurer and giving direct 

or via card or click on the Paypal bu3on. Your dona!on will help our church to keep 

making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Good News  

For  

The People  

Coming Up Next  

The gospel is ‘Good News’ for anyone who 

hears  it. God sent Jesus into this world that 

even in the darkest of !mes we can have 

hope. Between now and Easter we are 

going to explore inspiring Bible stories of 

people who found hope when life was hard.  



Monday Feb 1: Norman Smith 

Just then a man came up to Jesus and 

asked, “Teacher, what good thing must 

I do to get eternal life?” 

“Why do you ask me about what is 

good?” Jesus replied. “There is only 

One who is good. If you want to enter 

life, keep the commandments.” 

“Which ones?” he inquired. 

Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, 

you shall not commit adultery, you 

shall not steal, you shall not give false 

tes!mony, honour your father and 

mother,’ and ‘love your neighbour as 

yourself.’” Ma3hew 19: 16 – 19 

 

Grace was not a popular concept in 

the ancient world. You sacrificed to 

God to atone for your sins, that was 

balanced by your good deeds. Even 

giving alms to the poor was seen as 

earning brownie points with God. 

When you died you hoped you had 

accrued enough in the posi!ve column 

to outweigh the nega!ve. Not only 

was this man interested in doing what 

he could to get to heaven he also 

wanted to know what was the 

minimum he could do to get there. 

Exactly which of the 10 

commandments do I need to keep? Do 

I need to keep them all or are there 

some I can miss out?  

 

Think about the rela!onship you are 

in, spouse, children, parents, friends, 

etc. Do you approach them thinking 

what’s the minimum I can do to keep 

this going or do you actually care and 

love the people around you? Jesus 

went to the cross for us, how far 

would you go for them? 

 

Prayer: Father there is no limit to the 

depth of love you have for me. I am 

not like that and admit some!mes I 

feel I don’t have the energy to love 

and care for the people around me like 

I should. Please give me the strength 

to be there for others the way they are 

for me.  

 

Ac!on: Consider everything the people 

who love you do for you and don’t 

forget to thank them today.  

 

Tuesday Feb 2: David Moodie 

“All these I have kept,” the young man 

said. “What do I s!ll lack?” 

Jesus answered, “If you want to be 

perfect, go, sell your possessions and 

give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 

me.” 

When the young man heard this, he 

went away sad, because he had great 

wealth. Ma3hew 19: 20 – 22 

 

How do you catch a monkey? It’s not 

easy, they are small, fast and very 

smart. But there’s an old  story that 

says what to do is to place some fruit 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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in a jar with a hole just wide enough 

for the monkey to squeeze it’s fist 

into. Once it clenches its fist around 

the fruit it will not longer be able to 

get it’s hand out. All the monkey has 

to do to get free is to let go, but 

ins!nct tells it to hang onto the fruit 

and so it is trapped by it’s own hand.  

For all his riches, the young man was 

trapped. He was held !ghtly onto his 

possessions, afraid to let them go.  

 

Maybe it was a love of being rich, or 

pride, or fear of poverty, we don’t 

know. But whatever the reason this 

young man could face the idea of a 

life without his money, and so he 

wasn’t ready to be a follower of Jesus. 

And we learned back in Chapter 6, 

“No one can serve two masters… You 

cannot serve both God and money.” 

Jesus offers us a life of freedom. A life 

free from the need to gather more 

and more wealth; from needing to be 

be3er than other people; and from 

judging ourselves by numbers and 

sta!s!cs. When we hold our wealth 

loosely we discover that there are 

things in life far more enriching than 

money  

 

Prayer: Generous God, thank you for 

the things you provide me: the home 

that keeps me safe, the food that 

nourishes me, and the money that 

allows me to sustain myself. But help 

me to hold those things loosely. Help 

me to know that no riches could ever 

replace your love for me, and that no 

amount of poverty could ever make 

me less valuable in your eyes. May I 

be a responsible steward of 

everything you’ve given to me. 

 

Ac!on: The word ‘obliga!on’ actually 

means ‘to bind’. Take some !me 

today to look at your financial 

obliga!ons. How are they binding 

you? Are there any you could let go of 

that would actually make you more 

free? 

 

Wednesday Feb 3: Mary Macleod 

Rive' 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly 

I tell you, it is hard for someone who 

is rich to enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for 

a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich 

to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Ma3hew 19: 23 – 24 

 

I remember, as a child, hearing a 

sermon on this in which the minister 

explained that there was a small gate 

into Jerusalem called the Needle’s 

Eye, which a camel could just squeeze 

through if it shed its load! I’ve no idea 

whether this is true or not, but 

whether or not, this is a very forceful 

bit of teaching from Jesus. What’s the 

problem with wealth?  We are most 

of us, by the world’s standards, 

wealthy people. Most of us can pay 

our bills and put food on the table 

regularly, and most of us have a 

secure roof over our heads.  We might 
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say, ‘we’re comfortable’. But that 

comfort is seduc!ve. We start to rely 

on money to keep us safe, warm, fed, 

instead of relying on God, who has 

provided it for us. If something would 

affect our comfort, we don’t want to 

do it – we don’t want to give to 

others, we don’t want to live in ways 

that are be3er for the planet, we 

don’t want to reduce our hours in our 

well-paid job, to serve God. Wealth 

has got in the way of us entering the 

kingdom of God. 

Prayer: Father God, please help me to 

see if wealth is geKng in the way of 

my rela!onship with you.  If it is, 

please show me what I should be 

doing to change the way that I live, for 

your glory. Amen 

Ac!on: review how you manage one 

area of your life and finances and 

consider whether God is asking you to 

change it. 

 

Thursday Feb 4: David Moodie 

When the disciples heard this, they 

were greatly astonished and asked, 

“Who then can be saved?” 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With 

man this is impossible, but with God 

all things are possible.” 

Ma3hew 19: 25 – 26 

 

Jesus has been pre3y ruthless with 

the rich in this passage. ‘Want to 

follow me? Sell everything you own’, 

‘Think you can get into heaven? A 

camel’s got a be3er chance of geKng 

through a needle!’. These demands 

are either cripplingly hard or flat out 

impossible. It seems by the way he is 

talking that there’s no way that a rich 

person can earn their way into 

heaven. 

 

But that’s the point, there is no way 

to earn it. Because earning is the 

wrong way to think about it. Rich 

people of all eras are used to being 

able to buy whatever they want, 

splash a bit of cash and have the 

world bend to their will. As the 

infamous drug kingpin Pablo Escobar 

said, “Everyone has a price, the 

important thing is to find out what it 

is”. But God has no price, there’s no 

special combina!on of good deeds, 

laws followed, and generous 

dona!ons to the Church that can save 

you. 

 

What rich people, like all of us, have 

to rely on is grace. Not our efforts, but 

God’s love. Grace is freely given, but it 

can only be received when we let go 

of our own efforts and accept that we 

need God’s help. But when we rely on 

grace, then anything is possible. 

 

Prayer: God of love, thank you that to 

be saved I don’t have to do anything 

but accept your saving grace. Help me 

to have the humility to know that my 

status as a Chris!an isn’t anything to 

do with my efforts, but everything to 

do with your generosity. 

 

Ac!on: You don’t need to do anything 
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extra today, God’s grace is sufficient! 

 

Friday Feb 5: David Moodie 

Peter answered him, “We have leO 

everything to follow you! What then 

will there be for us?” 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at 

the renewal of all things, when the 

Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, 

you who have followed me will also sit 

on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel. And everyone who has 

leO houses or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or wife or children or 

fields for my sake will receive a 

hundred !mes as much and will 

inherit eternal life. 

Ma3hew 19: 27 – 29 

 

In every great prison break movie, be 

it The Great Escape, Shawshank 

Redemp!on, or Chicken Run, there is 

a moment when the prisoners commit 

to escaping. AOer this point they begin 

to take risks. Whereas before they 

were rela!vely safe, now they are in 

dangerous territory. Any slip up and 

they could be caught, and the 

punishments severe. But they willingly 

take those risks because there is that 

promise that if they succeed they 

could be free. 

 

Jesus’s disciples had sacrificed much 

to follow him. They had leO behind 

homes, jobs, and families all so they 

could follow this i!nerant preacher as 

he wandered through Pales!ne. There 

must have been days, perhaps when 

the money was running low and their 

feet ached from walking, when they 

felt homesick for the places they leO 

behind. It was perhaps on one of 

those days that Peter asked, “what 

will there be for us?” 

 

Jesus promised that there sacrifices 

were not in vain, that for all they had 

lost, in !me they would gain so much 

more. OOen when we are going 

through hard !mes it can be easy to 

throw up our hands and say what is 

the point. But oOen it’s only by 

persis!ng through the hard !mes that 

we can them reap the reward 

aOerwards. 

 

Prayer: Generous God when !mes are 

hard, give me the stamina and 

courage to see the race to the end. 

Help me to let go of things in the short 

term knowing that there will be new 

opportuni!es in the future. I trust that 

you are in control. 

 

Ac!on: Is there anything you are 

struggling to do today. Take a moment 

to think about your long term goal, 

and let that give you the mo!va!on to 

keep going. 

 

Saturday Feb 6: Sarah Smith 

But many who are first will be last, and 

many who are last will be first. 

Ma3hew 19: 30 
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Jesus liked to shake things up, to turn 

social constructs on their head, and 

have us look at the world in a wholly 

new and different way. Those in 

power are reminded that being in 

power is not the end all be all in the 

kingdom of God. Instead of spending 

so much !me wan!ng to climb up the 

ladder of hierarchy, Jesus reminds us 

that we should focus and spend our 

!me caring for those who haven’t 

even tried to grasp the first rung of 

the ladder.  

 

Prayer: Loving God, you con!nue to 

teach us what the kingdom of God is 

like. You remind us the importance of 

caring for those who don’t think they 

are worthy of love. Help us to 

beacons of your love and your light in 

a world that needs it. Amen.  

 

Ac!on: What is a way you can care for 

people who feel like they have been 

forgo3en? 

 

Sunday Feb 7: Norman Smith 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a 

landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire workers for his 

vineyard. He agreed to pay them a 

denarius for the day and sent them 

into his vineyard. 

 

“About nine in the morning he went 

out and saw others standing in the 

marketplace doing nothing. He told 

them, ‘You also go and work in my 

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever 

is right.’ So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and 

about three in the aOernoon and did 

the same thing. About five in the 

aOernoon he went out and found s!ll 

others standing around. He asked 

them, ‘Why have you been standing 

here all day long doing nothing?’ 

“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they 

answered. “He said to them, ‘You also 

go and work in my vineyard.’ 

Ma3hew 20: 1 – 7 

 

The punchline of this parable comes 

in tomorrow’s TFTD but there is s!ll a 

message in the first bit… Do you recall 

Jesus once said ‘the harvest is great 

but the workers are few’? We 

some!mes think of ministry as the 

calling of the minister or the elders 

when it is the calling of ever one of 

Jesus followers. We are meant to be 

both disciples and disciple makers. 

Quite a daun!ng thought. Whether 

you have been toiling all day or just 

for a the last couple of hours we work 

to build God’s kingdom. List the last 

10 people you had contact with; how 

did you share with them the Kingdom 

of God? There is always more work to 

do and not enough people doing it.  

 

Prayer: Jesus I find it hard to talk 

about my faith. It is a very personal 

and private thing for me. Nor do I 

want to look like a wierdo or religious 

nutjob. Give me courage and words to 

work for you in my day to day life. 
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Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giOs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures  

Ac!on: List the last 10 people you had 

contact with and think about how you 

might tell them what Jesus and faith 

means to you?  

(Continued from page 6) 

Cook-Inn' food bank is opera!ng in our area. Up to once-weekly fresh and / or packaged 

food parcels, to be collected; or delivered to those 

of low mobility. Special diets catered for on request. 

They can be texted on; 07531 436 389, or messaged 

from the 'Cook-Inn SE Scotland' facebook page. 

They are a not-for-profit organisa!on, and receive 

no government funding. This allows them to give 

out fresh food as well as packaged or !nned. It also 

allows us to give food bags to someone as oOen as 

they need - weekly is the norm.  If you know of 

someone who could use help please dial the num-

ber shown above.  

Some!mes it is only when you lose 

something you begin to realise what a giO 

it was in the first place. We cannot right now worship in the building but we can 

use the grounds to help us worship. They are a giO that we should make the 

most of.  
 

During Lent you will find the Boswall Parkway gate unlocked with inspira!onal 

messages on the trees along with a wooden cross in the grounds where you are 

encouraged to go and pray. As you go for your daily walk, why not pop into the 

garden to encourage yourself?  
 

Please observe social distancing as you make use of the Prayer Garden. 

Lent Prayer Garden  
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle>n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Due to current Government 

regula!ons all church 

ac!vity is being held online.  

Keep checking the website 

for details.  

  

 

We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some !me at home 

praying for other people? If you are you will be given 

a list of people to pray for on a weekly basis. You 

may know them, you may not, they will all be part of 

our church family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry 

team know if you will be part of the prayer team.  

Thu 11th Mar 

7pm, Zoom 

Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. 

You will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  


