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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Small Groups 
Want to meet other people and explore faith together? If 

yes then this is for you. We have set up small groups that 

will meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you are 

interested in joining please contact Sarah. Her email is on 

the panel opposite.   

Minister:   
Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 
   0131 551 2159 
 
Session Clerk:  
Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  
   0131 467 4239 
 
Parish Assistants:  
David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 
   0785 663 0956  
Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 
 
 Treasurer: 
   Alan Summers 
   alan@granton.org.uk 
Communications  
   Chas Macintosh  
   chas @granton.org.uk 
   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 

grantonchurch.org.uk 
 

Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 

 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle&n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Pray it forward 
We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some +me at home praying 

for other people? If you are you will be given a list of 

people to pray for on a weekly basis. You may know 

them, you may not, they will all be part of our church 

family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry team know if 

you will be part of the prayer team.  

Pray together 
Thursday April 8th at 7pm on Zoom 
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. You 

will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  

Next Sunday - Celebrate Together 
In person or online at 10.30am 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 4th April 2021 

EASTER SUNDAY  

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

• Phone 0131 460 1196 

• Then enter the mee+ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

• Then enter # 

• Then enter the mee+ng password : 905841  

• Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

WELCOME BACK! 
in person | on Zoom 

on Facebook | on Youtube 
 

Welcome to church this Sunday morning 

where we gather as a community rooted 

in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in 

person or online everyone is welcome to 

share in the worship experience together.  

 

One body made of many parts we gather 

from all over the UK and beyond to affirm 

anew our faith in Jesus.  

  

If gathering in the building, please follow 

the guidance of the Welcome Team who 

will help you navigate your way around 

what we can and cannot do in terms of 

worship. Things might be a bit different 

from what you are used to. Please be 

pa+ent and arrive early. 

 

Services will be different 

 

For Everyone 

Yes to worshipping God  

Yes to mee+ng & joining others  

Yes to praying  

Yes to gathering round the word 

Yes to hearing the word opened up 

Yes to being inspired to honour Jesus with 

our lives 

 

For those in the building 

Yes to wearing a mask 

Yes to social distancing  

No to siDng where you always sat 

No to siDng within 2 meters of others 

No to singing hymns   



Monday Mar 29: Sarah Smith 

“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How 

will you escape being condemned to 

hell? Therefore I am sending you 

prophets and sages and teachers. 

Some of them you will kill and crucify; 

others you will flog in your synagogues 

and pursue from town to town. And so 

upon you will come all the righteous 

blood that has been shed on earth, 

from the blood of righteous Abel to 

the blood of Zechariah son of 

Berekiah, whom you murdered 

between the temple and the altar. 

Truly I tell you, all this will come on 

this genera+on. MaJhew 23: 33 – 36 

 

How well do you respond to being 

taught and/or told what to or given 

sugges+ons on how to live your life? 

Jesus sent people to teach the Jewish 

people, so that they will come to 

follow Jesus Christ. Yet, as Jesus 

predicts, they turn away from him. In 

this day and age, we have different 

ways to learn about Jesus, and learn 

how to follow Jesus. We need to be 

willing to listen to the different 

teachers we are given by Jesus. Jesus is 

ready with open arms to receive 

everyone. All that we need to do is be 

willing to listen, learn, and apply those 

teachings to our lives.  

 

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for 

being willing to teach us your ways. 

Help us to hear those teachings, and 

follow them. Amen. 

 

Ac+on: Keep your eyes and eyes open 

to God in the world. 

 

Tuesday Mar 30: Norman Smith 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 

the prophets and stone those sent to 

you, how oMen I have longed to gather 

your children together, as a hen 

gathers her chicks under her wings, 

and you were not willing. 

MaJhew 23: 27 

 

Not having anyone to love may seem 

one of the most difficult things to 

endure yet there is something worse. 

Loving someone and having them 

reject you. Consider for a moment 

how many +mes God sent a prophet to 

Israel and they rejected him. Then 

when he sent his Son they rejected 

him too. What did God have to do for 

these people to realise they were 

loved? What does God have to do for 

you before you realise how much he 

truly loved you? 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I can’t believe 

I can call God Father, you are so much 

more, so much greater and yet you 

love me. That is just mind blowing. 

 

Ac+on: Awe! Stand in awe of God!  

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 

Page 7 

 

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giMs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera+ons and cultures  

Prayer Garden 
Through Lent we have had the church grounds set up as a prayer garden where 

people can take some +me to contemplate life, the universe and everything 

with a par+cular focus on our rela+onship to God.  

 

From the feedback received which has been overwhelmingly posi+ve it has 

been decided to keep this going aMer Easter. The grounds will remain open and 

there will be a periodic refreshing of the inspira+onal texts for people to 

engage with. We are not telling you when this happens, you will need to go 

along and see for yourself! If you have any ideas how this might be developed, 

please let us know.  

 Prepare for Sunday’s Service by having something to drink and something to eat 

at hand for communion - if you are joining by Zoom  

 Visit the Prayer Garden in the church grounds or take a Spiritual Refresher 

walk in your locality using the cards from the church website. (Under resources) 

 Pray for people in the church family and community. Pray this week especially for  

anyone in hospital. 

 Keep in contact with a neighbour and check they are doing ok. What Act of 

Kindness can you do for them? Remember to keep safe! 

 Take steps to engage your faith by reading through Thoughts for the Day - sign 

up to get them sent every day - just head to the website and hit ‘subscribe’ 

 
Call to Action - this week’s checklist 
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Ac+on: Give thanks for the promise of 

a new day in Jesus.  

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s+ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega+on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona+on buJon. Click it, then you will 

have a few op+ons from contac+ng the Treasurer and giving direct 

or via card or click on the Paypal buJon. Your dona+on will help our church to keep 

making a posi+ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Acts of Random Kindness  
Faith in Jesus works itself out through how we live amongst others. 

How we prac+ce faith is the single most powerful way we have of 

demonstra+ng faith to others. What will you do this week for someone 

else?  Phone / Go Walking Together / Get Messages... 

Between now and the end of Summer we 

an+cipate a relaxing of restric+ons which 

means many church groups will be able to 

restart.  It is highly likely groups will be 

looking for new people to help.  

 

Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week 

to help with the coffee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the 

banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or 

reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round 

the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church 

family to have an ac+ve role. What will yours be?  
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Wednesday Mar 31: Mary Macleod 

RiveC 

Look, your house is leM to you 

desolate. For I tell you, you will not 

see me again un+l you say, ‘Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the 

Lord.’” MaJhew 23: 38 – 39 

 

This passage is the end of Jesus 

mourning of his rejec+on by 

Jerusalem. His heart was broken by 

being turned away in the centre of the 

Jewish faith, by leaving the Temple 

that was the heart of Judaism. But it is 

also a prophecy.  The people didn’t 

realise what they were doing.  Less 

than 40 years later, the city of 

Jerusalem was destroyed and the 

Temple torn down. The House of God, 

and the houses of the people, were 

leM desolate, and the temple was 

never rebuilt. In turning away Jesus, 

the people had turned away God’s 

presence, and they would not see it 

again un+l they freely welcomed 

Jesus.  

 

Prayer: Lord, we never really know 

the end results of our ac+ons. I pray 

for your wisdom, and your grace, 

because I have neither. Please guide 

me in the decisions I make and the 

things that I do, that they may fulfil 

your will, not mine. Amen 

 

Ac+on; when you’re about to speak or 

act impulsively, pause and pray God 

will guide your speech and ac+ons.  

 

Thursday Apr 1 (Maundy Thursday): 

David Moodie 

Jesus leM the temple and was walking 

away when his disciples came up to 

him to call his aJen+on to its 

buildings. “Do you see all these 

things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, 

not one stone here will be leM on 

another; every one will be thrown 

down.” MaJhew 24: 1 – 3 

 

This statement turned many people 

against Jesus. It was even brought up 

at his trial and used to paint him as a 

domes+c terrorist. How could you 

threaten the temple? It is our link 

with God, the place we go to 

communicate and commune with the 

Lord. 

 

But Jesus saw that something was 

going to happen. Soon there would be 

no need for a temple of bricks and 

mortar, because soon God would be 

making a temple in our hearts. Jesus 

was going to break down the barrier 

that made the temple necessary.  

Today is Maundy Thursday when we 

remember the Last Supper. Every +me 

we take communion we remember 

and celebrate what Jesus did. We can 

commune with God with no need for 

temples or barriers because of what 

he did for us.  

 

Prayer: Loving God, thank you that 

you are with me wherever I go. You 
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have made a home in my heart and so 

you are with me always. Every +me I 

take bread and drink wine, I will be 

grateful for all Jesus has done for us. 

 

Ac+on: Before each meal today say a 

prayer of gra+tude, safe in the 

knowledge that God is with you. 

 

Friday Apr 2 (Good Friday): Sarah 

Smith 

As Jesus was siDng on the Mount of 

Olives, the disciples came to him 

privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when 

will this happen, and what will be the 

sign of your coming and of the end of 

the age?” 

 

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no 

one deceives you. For many will come 

in my name, claiming, ‘I am the 

Messiah,’ and will deceive many 

You will hear of wars and rumours of 

wars, but see to it that you are not 

alarmed. Such things must happen, 

but the end is s+ll to come. Na+on will 

rise against na+on, and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be 

famines and earthquakes in various 

places. All these are the beginning of 

birth pains. 

 

“Then you will be handed over to be 

persecuted and put to death, and you 

will be hated by all na+ons because of 

me. At that +me many will turn away 

from the faith and will betray and 

hate each other, and many false 

prophets will appear and deceive 

many people. MaJhew 24: 3 – 10 

 

The disciples want to know when 

Jesus will return. They want to know 

the details of dates of what Jesus has 

been speaking about, but Jesus shiMs 

their focus. Instead of answering their 

ques+on of when, Jesus tells them 

what to watch out for. He prepares 

them for what is to come. He wants to 

make sure that they are ready. We 

like to know when things will happen, 

convinced that by having that 

informa+on, we will be ready when 

the +me comes. Instead of being 

worried about when things will 

happen, let us shiM our focus to being 

ready when the +me comes. Let us do 

the work now, and con+nue to grow 

in faith and love, and share our faith 

with other people. 

 

Prayer: God of all +mes, you teach us 

to keep our minds focused on loving 

you and loving our neighbour. May we 

con+nue to focus on this, instead of 

what is outside of our control. Help us 

to focus on how we can serve you 

instead of what might happen 

tomorrow. Amen. 

 

Ac+on: Be present to today and what 

you can do today.  

Saturday Apr 3: Mary Macleod RiveC  

Because of the increase of 

wickedness, the love of most will 

grow cold, but the one who stands 

firm to the end will be saved. 
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MaJhew 24: 12 – 13 

 

Jesus and his disciples were discussing 

the ‘End Times’, looking ahead to what 

the symptoms of Jesus’ return would 

be.  The disciples en+rely expected 

that Jesus would return in their 

life+me, and they probably expected 

that the Kingdom of God would be a 

material kingdom, in this world.  

However, this sentence and the 

following one hint at the +me that 

might pass by before this all 

happened. Jesus told them and us that 

things would be difficult, and he tells 

us that people will lose heart and their 

love will grow cold.  But we are 

reminded to hang on and hold out. 

Some+mes love is an ac+on, a choice, 

rather than just a feeling. Love is in 

our persistence, our commitment, our 

will to s+ck to the one we love. So 

stand firm to the end.  

 

Prayer: Lord, through the darkness, 

through the difficulty, when I have lost 

the first feelings of my faith and 

adora+on, please give me the love 

that is stubborn, the love that holds 

on, the love that endures, for You, and 

for others. Amen 

 

Ac+on: make a list of the things that 

you love about someone you’re 

finding difficult. Jesus reminds us to 

love others as we love ourselves, so 

you can make the list about yourself if 

you wish – some+mes it’s hardest to 

love ourselves. 

 

Sunday Apr 4 (Easter Sunday): 

Norman Smith 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

preached in the whole world as a 

tes+mony to all na+ons, and then the 

end will come. MaJhew 24: 14 

 

When Sunday came about the 

disciples were s+ll in despair. Jesus 

was dead, they were in hiding, their 

opponents were celebra+ng. Yet by 

the +me the day finished the disciples 

were celebra+ng and their opponents 

were doing damage limita+on. Amidst 

all of this the one who was dead was 

now alive! We look back in hindsight 

and we see the end of the day but it’s 

important to recognise the start of the 

day. There will be +mes in your life 

when despair will be your bedfellow; 

each of us knows what it means to 

lose hope. To claim different is to 

delude ourselves.  

 

If that was the end of things life would 

be a very dark place, thankfully it’s not 

because we have the end of the day! 

Despair replaced with hope, darkness 

with light, death with life. Whatever 

your circumstances today, remember 

the end of the day!  

 

Prayer: Father be the light in my life. 

Be the hope in my being. Lead me 

through to the end of the day.  


