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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona!on bu3on. Click it, then you will 

have a few op!ons from contac!ng the Treasurer and giving direct 

or via card or click on the Paypal bu3on. Your dona!on will help our church to keep 

making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Good News  

For  

The People  

Coming Up Next  

The gospel is ‘Good News’ for anyone who 

hears  it. God sent Jesus into this world that 

even in the darkest of !mes we can have 

hope. Between now and Easter we are 

going to explore inspiring Bible stories of 

people who found hope when life was hard.  



Monday Mar 8: Karen Docwra  

“Then he said to his servants, ‘The 

wedding banquet is ready, but those I 

invited did not deserve to come. So go 

to the street corners and invite to the 

banquet anyone you find.’ So the 

servants went out into the streets and 

gathered all the people they could 

find, the bad as well as the good, and 

the wedding hall was filled with 

guests. Ma3hew 22: 8 – 10 

 

AAer many, many months of not being 

able to meet with others and certainly 

not being able to enjoy a party, I’m 

sure that most of us would be totally 

up for receiving an invita!on to a 

wedding feast! I’m guessing that, 

when restric!ons finally ease, many of 

us will gather with friends and family 

to celebrate all those occasions we’ve 

missed (an exchange of 2020 

Christmas giAs face to face with our 

son is high up on our agenda!). 

 

Today we come to a part of the 

Parable of the Wedding Banquet which 

has a definite air of celebra!on about 

it. Having been rejected by those for 

whom the invita!on was originally 

des!ned, the banquet invita!on is now 

wide open.  And what an invita!on!  

Symbolising the Kingdom of God being 

extended from Jews to Gen!les, this 

wedding feast is thrown open to all of 

us.  We don’t have to deserve it or 

earn it. It doesn’t ma3er who we are, 

what we have done wrong in the past - 

or how far we feel that we fall short in 

the present, there is a seat with our 

name on it. Such is the depth of God’s 

love for us!   

 

And aAer this difficult !me, how 

wonderful to be able to picture the 

Kingdom of God as a banquet, with 

food and wine and a hall full of people!  

Who knows, perhaps there will even 

be a ceilidh!     

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you 

for your promise that, no ma3er who 

we are or what we’ve done, we have a 

permanent invita!on to be part of 

your kingdom. Help us to understand 

the significance of what this means for 

each one of us.  Amen. 

 

Ac!on: Think of someone that you can 

invite to online church or someone 

who might like to visit the Prayer 

Garden.  Pray for them and find an 

opportunity to make the invita!on. 

 

 

Tuesday Mar 9: Sarah Smith 

“But when the king came in to see the 

guests, he no!ced a man there who 

was not wearing wedding clothes. He 

asked, ‘How did you get in here 

without wedding clothes, friend?’ The 

man was speechless. 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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“Then the king told the a3endants, 

‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw 

him outside, into the darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ “For many are invited, but few 

are chosen.”Ma3hew 22: 11 – 14 

 

It is good to be ready when we go 

places. It is good to be prepared, and 

make sure we have the right things. 

One thing we can always know we 

have no ma3er where we go is the 

grace and love of God. We are offered 

this, and called to believe in this giA of 

grace and forgiveness. This passage is 

calling all people to believe, to come 

to God ready to receive this giA of 

grace.  

 

Prayer: Loving God, you call all people 

to believe, to come to you with open 

arms, ready to receive your love and 

forgiveness. May we hear this call, 

embrace it, and live out our lives as 

faithful disciples. Amen. 

 

Ac!on: Remind yourself of God’s 

grace and love for you. 

 

Wednesday Mar 10: Norman Smith 

Then the Pharisees went out and laid 

plans to trap him in his words. They 

sent their disciples to him along with 

the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, 

“we know that you are a man of 

integrity and that you teach the way 

of God in accordance with the truth. 

You aren’t swayed by others, because 

you pay no a3en!on to who they are. 

Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it 

right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar 

or not?” But Jesus, knowing their evil 

intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are 

you trying to trap me? 

Ma3hew 22: 15 - 18 

 

Isn’t it nice to be fla3ered? Isn’t it nice 

when someone pays you a 

compliment, drawing a3en!on to 

your giAs and speaking of how well 

you use them? Of course everything is 

not always as it seems! Does the 

poli!cian really love that baby he is 

holding for the photoshoot? Is the 

teenager really going over to a friends 

to study? Are you or I truly being 

honest with those around us?  

 

Speaking frankly we all play games 

every day of our lives where our 

mo!va!ons are not as pure as we let 

on. However God cannot be fooled as 

easily as human beings given he sees 

into the very centre of our souls, just 

as Jesus demonstrated here.  

 

Prayer: Father you know me be3er 

than I know myself. When my mo!ves 

are not pure, prick my conscience and 

let me know! 

 

Ac!on: Think carefully before you act 

today. Why are you really doing what 

you are about to do?  

 

Thursday Mar 11:  

Lesley Hamilton-Messer 

Show me the coin used for paying the 
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tax.” They brought him a denarius, 

and he asked them, “Whose image is 

this? And whose inscrip!on?” 

 “Caesar’s,” they replied.  Then he said 

to them, “So give back to Caesar what 

is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

When they heard this, they were 

amazed. So they leA him and went 

away. Ma3hew 22: 19 - 22 

 

There’s a lot going on in this very 

short passage.  

In the Jewish system at that !me the 

civil service was run through the 

temple system and priestly structures, 

and paid for from the !thes and 

offerings of the people. Giving tax 

money to Rome was therefore both 

religiously and poli!cally offensive to 

the Jewish leaders. In presen!ng this 

scenario, the Pharisees wanted to test 

– and discredit – Jesus, so they 

misappropriate an aspect of Jewish 

law to present him with a lose-lose 

situa!on. Either way he is a 

lawbreaker. The Pharisees were a 

voice of opposi!on to Roman rule, 

and would have represented the 

views of many ordinary Jews. If Jesus 

agreed with the Roman taxa!on, he 

will be both contradic!ng the religious 

leaders of his own people, and losing 

the sympathy of the many ordinary 

Jews who despise their Roman 

overlords.  

 

In his answer, Jesus also did a number 

of things. He reminds them that in 

paying the Roman coin back to Rome, 

is not giving the emperor anything 

that wasn’t his already. He then 

makes a statement that may have 

been troubling to many. Pay to God 

what belongs to God, that which is 

God’s. Are those who are so caught 

up with the Roman coin sure that they 

are giving God his due in every area of 

their lives?  

 

Prayer: Creator God, the psalmist 

reminds us that ‘the earth is the 

Lords, and everything in it.’ Nothing is 

ours to withhold from you. As you 

have given to us without s!n!ng, 

even to giving the life of your own 

Son, help us Lord to be equally open-

hearted and open-handed in giving 

you what you require from us; hearts 

that love you, ears that hear you, 

hands and feet that do your will.  

Amen 

 

Ac!on: Take some !me to reflect. Is 

there anything that you have been 

reluctant to give to God this today. He 

asks for our love and obedience, but 

also that we give him our concerns, 

and learn to trust him. Consider how 

you might respond to this insight.   

 

Friday Mar 12: David Moodie 

That same day the Sadducees, who 

say there is no resurrec!on, came to 

him with a ques!on. “Teacher,” they 

said, “Moses told us that if a man dies 

without having children, his brother 

must marry the widow and raise up 

offspring for him. Now there were 
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seven brothers among us. The first 

one married and died, and since he 

had no children, he leA his wife to his 

brother. The same thing happened to 

the second and third brother, right on 

down to the seventh. Finally, the 

woman died. Now then, at the 

resurrec!on, whose wife will she be of 

the seven, since all of them were 

married to her?” 

Ma3hew 22: 23 - 28 

 

How many angels can dance on the 

head of a pin? This is the ques!on 

used as the quintessen!al example of 

a waste of !me ques!on. The issue of 

how you would even find out the 

answer to the ques!ons is one 

problem, but the real issue is: who 

cares! It’s an irrelevant issue, and not 

going to impact the average person in 

the slightest. 

It seems like the scholars of Jesus’s 

day were fond of long philosophical 

enquiries into obscure hypothe!cals. 

I’m sure to them this ques!on, about 

brothers and the aAerlife, felt very 

weight and important. But meanwhile 

there were poor people unsure how to 

get their next meal, blind and disabled 

people leA to beg in the streets, 

corrup!on and extor!on happening in 

the Temple itself. These were the real 

issues. That’s why when Jesus came to 

Jerusalem he didn’t spend his !me 

pon!fica!ng on loAy philosophy; he 

healed the blind, turned out the 

moneylenders and preached Good 

News to the poor. Jesus could do the 

philosophy when he needed to, but 

what he was passionate about was 

addressing real issues that ma3ered 

to people. 

 

Prayer: Living God help me to focus on 

what’s most important. Thinking 

through difficult issues can be fun, but 

when push comes to shove, I want to 

focus on what ma3ers: helping others, 

doing the right thing, and serving you. 

They are my number one priority. 

 

Ac!on: The Sadducees were in love 

with their own complex philosophy 

but some!mes simplicity is best. What 

can you simply today? 

 

Saturday Mar 13: Sarah Smith 

Jesus replied, “You are in error 

because you do not know the 

Scriptures or the power of God. At the 

resurrec!on people will neither marry 

nor be given in marriage; they will be 

like the angels in heaven. 

Ma3hew 22: 29 – 30 

 

How many !mes have you go3en into 

a discussion or argument, and then 

realise or have pointed out to you that 

you don’t understand or have all the 

informa!on? The Sadducees are 

arguing over things in related to the 

resurrec!on, and yet they don’t 

believe in the resurrec!on. They look 

for nothing beyond death, and yet we 

believe and affirm that death is not 

the end. It is important for us to take 

!me to explore the scriptures, and 
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learn what they are saying to us in 

this day and !me.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, we are so 

thankful that you con!nue to speak 

and teach us through the scriptures, 

and that they are a place where we 

can go and learn about you and learn 

from you. May we take !me to 

explore and wrestle with scripture, 

and con!nue to take !me studying it. 

Amen. 

 

Ac!on: Spend some !me each day 

reflec!ng on a scripture passage.  

 

Sunday Mar 14: Norman Smith 

But about the resurrec!on of the 

dead—have you not read what God 

said to you, ‘I am the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob’? He is not the God of 

the dead but of the living. When the 

crowds heard this, they were 

astonished at his teaching. Ma3hew 

22: 31 - 33 

 

People in Jesus day did not believe in 

exactly the same thing. For instance, 

Pharisees believed there was a bodily 

resurrec!on whilst Sadducees did not. 

Jesus clearly taught there was and 

that this life was not the end but 

merely the beginning. Of course none 

of us know what the next bit of life 

looks like, yet we hold onto it dearly. 

Think of all the people who have gone 

on before us that we look forward to 

seeing again. Hopefully future 

genera!ons will be as glad to see us! 

 

Prayer: Dear Jesus I cant wait to chat 

with people like Moses or David or 

any of the apostles. I really can’t wait 

to see all the people I know who have 

gone on to the next life already. 

Please keep this hope alive in me and 

do not let it dull. 

 

Ac!on: Give thanks for those who 

have gone before you in faith.  

The Marble Challenge 
 

There is a jar in the church that every !me you invite someone 

else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown there 

was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever to invite 

someone to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward a copy of 

this bulle!n.  

 

Who do you care about enough to invite to church this week?  
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Want to meet other people and explore 

faith together? If yes then this is for you. 

We have set up small groups that will 

meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you 

are interested in joining please contact 

Sarah. Her email is on the back page.   

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giAs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures  

Cook-Inn' food bank is opera!ng in our area. Up to once-

weekly fresh and / or packaged food parcels, to be collected; 

or delivered to those of low mobility. Special diets catered 

for on request. They can be texted on; 07531 436 389, or 

messaged from the 'Cook-Inn SE Scotland' facebook page. 

They are a not-for-profit organisa!on, and receive no gov-

ernment funding. This allows them to give out fresh food as 

well as packaged or !nned. It also allows us to give food bags 

to someone as oAen as they need - weekly is the norm.  If 

you know of someone who could use help please dial the number shown above.  

Some!mes it is only when you lose 

something you begin to realise what a giA 

it was in the first place. We cannot right now worship in the building but we can 

use the grounds to help us worship. They are a giA that we should make the 

most of.  
 

During Lent you will find the Boswall Parkway gate unlocked with inspira!onal 

messages on the trees along with a wooden cross in the grounds where you are 

encouraged to go and pray. As you go for your daily walk, why not pop into the 

garden to encourage yourself?  
 

Please observe social distancing as you make use of the Prayer Garden. 

Lent Prayer Garden  
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle>n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Due to current Government 

regula!ons all church 

ac!vity is being held online.  

Keep checking the website 

for details.  

  

 

We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some !me at home 

praying for other people? If you are you will be given 

a list of people to pray for on a weekly basis. You 

may know them, you may not, they will all be part of 

our church family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry 

team know if you will be part of the prayer team.  

Thu 11th Mar 

7pm, Zoom 

Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. 

You will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  


