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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 

of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 

page where you will see a Dona!on bu3on. Click it, then you will 

have a few op!ons from contac!ng the Treasurer and giving direct 

or via card or click on the Paypal bu3on. Your dona!on will help our church to keep 

making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Subject to the next review on 23rd March we expect to resume in person 

services from Sunday 28th March. The same regula!ons as before will be in 

place with two meter distancing required between families, masks being 

mandatory as well as hand sani!sing.  We have been reminded by church 

authori!es not to hang around cha8ng 

outside a9erwards as the pandemic 

con!nues. Please be understanding as we 

work to get the church physically open and 

back to the warm welcoming place it was.  



Monday Mar 15: David Moodie 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 

Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 

One of them, an expert in the law, 

tested him with this ques!on: 

“Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?” 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 

first and greatest commandment. 

Ma3hew 22: 34 - 38 

 

The Old Testament, as we have it, 

contains 39 books, divided into 929 

chapters and 23,145 verses. It opens 

with the mythic telling of the origins of 

the world and then follows thousands 

of years of history with tales of Kings 

and Pharaohs, Prophets and Priests, 

Shepherds and Servants. It contains 

poems, histories, legal codes, wisdom 

sayings and much more. It is a vast 

sweeping book, the work of hundreds 

of years of tradi!on. 

 

And yet all the, the whole of the law, 

all boils down to this command: “Love 

the Lord your God”. The world is 

complicated, so it makes sense that 

our faith can get complicated, but at 

the heart of it is something incredibly 

simple. God loves us, and we should 

love God back. Underpinning 

everything else is this. 

 

Prayer: Living God, may I love you with 

all my heart, all my soul, all my mind, 

and all my strength. 

 

Ac!on: Where do you experience love 

for God? 

 

Tuesday Mar 16: Dan Docwra 

And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself.’  All the Law 

and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

Ma3hew 22: 39 – 40 

 

To love our neighbour as ourselves is 

the second great commandment. 

There is a self-love which is corrupt 

and the root of the some of the 

greatest sins. Many dictators of the 

last century had such belief in 

themselves that they were incapable 

of feeing any love for their neighbours 

unless to their own advantage. The 

complete an!thesis of these were 

people living under their rule who 

were prepared to make the ul!mate 

sacrifice on behalf of their neighbours, 

prac!sing a self-love which they 

sincerely believed was their greatest 

duty.  

 

Believers in this second 

commandment, to love our neighbours 

as truly and sincerely as we love 

ourselves, means that we must deny 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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ourselves for the good of others.  

So, the first commandments taken 

together say that we must love God 

and we must love our neighbour, " For 

he who loves his neighbour fulfils all 

the commandments, and he who 

fulfils all the commandments, loves 

God." (Levit 19:18). 

 

Prayer: Help us to be reminded of the 

first commandments that you set for 

the people of Israel, that they become 

the centre of our lives and make us 

worthy of your love. 

 

Ac!on: Love your neighbour as you 

love yourself. 

 

Wednesday Mar 17: Mary Macleod 

Rive' 

While the Pharisees were gathered 

together, Jesus asked them, “What do 

you think about the Messiah? Whose 

son is he?” 

“The son of David,” they replied. 

He said to them, “How is it then that 

David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 

‘Lord’? For he says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 

    “Sit at my right hand 

un!l I put your enemies 

    under your feet.”’ 

If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can 

he be his son?” No one could say a 

word in reply, and from that day on 

no one dared to ask him any more 

ques!ons. 

Ma3hew 22: 41 – 46 

Jesus was in the middle of a 

theological argument – this was 

something that the Jewish men were 

trained to do, and everyone involved 

enjoyed doing it.  It was a way of 

working out their understanding of 

the Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament. 

So he came to a key ques!on, ‘who is 

the Messiah?’ The Messiah that 

people thought they were wai!ng for 

at that !me would have been a great 

king. He would have driven away the 

Romans.  He would have been of the 

line of David and a king like David.  

But Jesus had refused this tempta!on 

early in his ministry – he had refused 

it for something much greater!  

When the Pharisees replied ‘he will be 

the Son of David’, Jesus said, quo!ng 

the Scripture, ‘no, he’ll be much 

greater than David, so even David 

calls him ‘Lord’’.  And the Pharisees 

were silenced. 

 

Prayer: Lord, Messiah, Jesus, thank 

you for refusing the tempta!on to be 

a king on earth, and thank you for the 

much harder path you followed, that 

redeemed and saved the whole world. 

Remind me, I pray, when I am 

concerned about my own standing 

and status, that the power on earth is 

not the most important thing in life. 

Amen 

 

Ac!on: make an honest (!) list of the 

things that are most important in your 

life. Which ones are the most pleasing 

to Jesus? Try to increase their place in 
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your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Thursday Mar 18: David Moodie 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to 

his disciples: “The teachers of the law 

and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 

So you must be careful to do 

everything they tell you. But do not 

do what they do, for they do not 

prac!ce what they preach. They !e up 

heavy, cumbersome loads and put 

them on other people’s shoulders, but 

they themselves are not willing to li9 

a finger to move them. 

Ma3hew 23: 1 – 4 

 

It’s interes!ng that Jesus didn’t have 

any problem with the Pharisees 

teaching. Pharisees were top rate 

Bible Scholars and Jesus knew that. He 

even said do everything they tell you 

to. Just don’t do what they do; 

because these Pharisees weren’t 

prac!cing what they preach. 

 

We could be the best Biblical scholar 

in the land, pray long elegant prayers, 

be able to give the most amazing 

apologe!cs argument, but if we aren’t 

pu8ng any of it into prac!ce then it’s 

meaningless. Chris!anity is not an 

intellectual exercise, it’s a way of 

living. So the test of our faith is not 

how much Bible trivia we know or 

what lo9y theology we can drop into 

conversa!on. We show our faith by 

how we live, and how we put those 

ideas into prac!ce.  

 

That’s why our Thoughts always end 

with an ac!on. Because ul!mately 

that’s where our faith should lead. 

Ac!on. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to prac!ce what 

I preach. Help me to live as Jesus 

instructed me to: showing love, 

compassion and forgiveness to all. But 

thank you than when I inevitably slip 

up or miss the mark, that you are 

gracious and will help me to try again.  

 

Ac!on:  Is there anything you have 

said you would do but haven’t done? 

Maybe today is the day to follow 

through on your word. 

 

Friday Mar 19: Sarah Smith 

“Everything they do is done for people 

to see: They make their phylacteries 

wide and the tassels on their 

garments long; they love the place of 

honour at banquets and the most 

important seats in the synagogues; 

they love to be greeted with respect 

in the marketplaces and to be called 

‘Rabbi’ by others. Ma3hew 23: 5 – 7 

 

Pharisees did things to make them 

seem more zealous, more religious 

than other people. The phylacteries 

were bits of scroll of paper that had 

bits of law wri3en on them. They did 

things for people to think that they 

were more religious, but as Jesus talks 

about they allowed pride to rule their 

ac!ons rather than trying to 
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understand and live out of what the 

scripture is actually saying. Instead of 

trying to look good on the outside, our 

calling is to live out the scripture, even 

if we might look messy on the outside.  

 

Prayer: Loving God, we give you 

thanks that you have reminded us that 

our calling is to live out the scripture, 

instead of trying to look good on the 

outside. May we remember that what 

ma3ers is being authen!c instead of 

trying to look good. May we embrace 

this instead of trying to run away from 

it.  

 

Ac!on: Be authen!c instead of 

worrying about how you look on the 

outside.  

 

Saturday Mar 20: Norman Smith 

“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ 

for you have one Teacher, and you are 

all brothers. And do not call anyone on 

earth ‘father,’ for you have one 

Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are 

you to be called instructors, for you 

have one Instructor, the Messiah. 

Ma3hew 23: 8 - 10 

 

Almost without excep!on, if you put a 

group of people together one of the 

first things they will do is decide who 

is in charge. There is an apocryphal 

story told of a Bishop and a Cardinal 

who were going to process into a 

cathedral. Both considered 

themselves to be in charge and both 

demanded to lead the procession. 

There was jostling for posi!on and 

then they were off! As they came to 

the door into the nave it was a dead 

heat, so both made a lunge for the 

door. Neither checked the width of 

the door and both got stuck. They had 

to be pried out of the door in front of 

the congrega!on. Now, neither had 

any authority and both were laughing 

stocks. There are lots of morals to be 

drawn for our day are there not?  

 

Prayer: Father you are sovereign in my 

life. That means I will follow your will 

not make you follow mine. I pray ‘your 

will be done’ every week so help me 

to make that a reality in my life. 

 

Ac!on: Ask yourself today, what 

would Jesus do? Keep asking it.  

 

Sunday Mar 21: Ian McLaughlan 

The greatest among you will be your 

servant. For those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and 

those who humble themselves will be 

exalted. Ma3hew 23: 11 – 12 

 

My son was given a new testament at 

his Christening and the Minister had 

underlined two verses as a guide for 

life. Yes, it was Mathew 23: 11-12 the 

verses I have been asked to comment 

on 31 years later – a God-incidence! 

I have adopted these verses as a guide 

to my leadership journey through life. 

O9en failing but trying not to get 

puffed up with my own importance 

but aspire to humility and service of 
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others. Jesus showed this trait easily – 

for example when washing the feet of 

the disciples. And yet at the same 

!me he demonstrated being humble 

while being cap!va!ng; humble while 

being strong; humble while being 

forceful. 

 

It’s a concept that is o9en called 

Servant Leadership a term coined by 

Robert Greenleaf in the 1970s and 

one that I think applies well to church 

leaders and followers and can be used 

in our workplaces, in our families and 

in our neighbourhoods.  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, as we reflect upon 

your message to the religious leaders 

of the day we see those who set a 

poor example of leadership. Instead, 

help us Lord to be more like you, 

humble, service focused and true to 

our word. Amen 

 

Ac!on: Check out this 2-minute clip 

on Servant Leadership: h3ps://

youtu.be/aKk0AaaFqtU 

The Marble Challenge 
 

There is a jar in the church that every !me you invite someone 

else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown there 

was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever to invite 

someone to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward a copy of 

this bulle!n.  

 

Who do you care about enough to invite to church this week?  

Every evening at 7.30pm except Saturday there 

will be a service led from the church that will be 

available to Zoom into as usual, using the 

mee!ng ID and passcode you can find on the 

front of this bulle!n. It is the same used for 

Sundays. Current Covi restric!ons will apply for 

anyone a3ending physically at the church.  

 

These services are designed to help us mark and measure the last week of Jesus 

public ministry when so many momentous events happened rather than jump 

from Palm Sunday to Easter day . 
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Want to meet other people and explore 

faith together? If yes then this is for you. 

We have set up small groups that will 

meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you 

are interested in joining please contact 

Sarah. Her email is on the back page.   

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has gi9s that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures  

Cook-Inn' food bank is opera!ng in our area. Up to once-

weekly fresh and / or packaged food parcels, to be collected; 

or delivered to those of low mobility. Special diets catered 

for on request. They can be texted on; 07531 436 389, or 

messaged from the 'Cook-Inn SE Scotland' facebook page. 

They are a not-for-profit organisa!on, and receive no gov-

ernment funding. This allows them to give out fresh food as 

well as packaged or !nned. It also allows us to give food bags 

to someone as o9en as they need - weekly is the norm.  If 

you know of someone who could use help please dial the number shown above.  

Some!mes it is only when you lose 

something you begin to realise what a gi9 

it was in the first place. We cannot right now worship in the building but we can 

use the grounds to help us worship. They are a gi9 that we should make the 

most of.  
 

During Lent you will find the Boswall Parkway gate unlocked with inspira!onal 

messages on the trees along with a wooden cross in the grounds where you are 

encouraged to go and pray. As you go for your daily walk, why not pop into the 

garden to encourage yourself?  
 

Please observe social distancing as you make use of the Prayer Garden. 

Lent Prayer Garden  
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle>n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Due to current Government 

regula!ons all church 

ac!vity is being held online.  

Keep checking the website 

for details.  

  

 

We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some !me at home 

praying for other people? If you are you will be given 

a list of people to pray for on a weekly basis. You 

may know them, you may not, they will all be part of 

our church family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry 

team know if you will be part of the prayer team.  

Thu 8th Apr 

7pm, Zoom 

Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. 

You will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  


