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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Small Groups 
Want to meet other people and explore faith together? If 

yes then this is for you. We have set up small groups that 

will meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you are 

interested in joining please contact Sarah. Her email is on 

the back page.   

Minister:   
Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 
   0131 551 2159 
 
Session Clerk:  
Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  
   0131 467 4239 
 
Parish Assistants:  
David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 
   0785 663 0956  
Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 
 
 Treasurer: 
   Alan Summers 
   alan@granton.org.uk 
Communications  
   Chas Macintosh  
   chas @granton.org.uk 
   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 

grantonchurch.org.uk 
 

Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 

 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle&n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Pray it forward 
We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some +me at home praying 

for other people? If you are you will be given a list of 

people to pray for on a weekly basis. You may know 

them, you may not, they will all be part of our church 

family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry team know if 

you will be part of the prayer team.  

Pray together 
Thursday April 7th at 7pm on Zoom 
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. You 

will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  

Next Sunday - Celebrate Easter Day 
In person or online at 10.30am 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 28th March 2021 

PALM SUNDAY  

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

• Phone 0131 460 1196 

• Then enter the mee+ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

• Then enter # 

• Then enter the mee+ng password : 905841  

• Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

WELCOME BACK! 
in person | on Zoom 

on Facebook | on Youtube 
 

Welcome to church this Sunday morning 

where we gather as a community rooted 

in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in 

person or online everyone is welcome to 

share in the worship experience together.  

 

One body made of many parts we gather 

from all over the UK and beyond to affirm 

anew our faith in Jesus.  

  

If gathering in the building, please follow 

the guidance of the Welcome Team who 

will help you navigate your way around 

what we can and cannot do in terms of 

worship. Things might be a bit different 

from what you are used to. Please be 

pa+ent and arrive early. 

 

Services will be different 

 

For Everyone 

Yes to worshipping God  

Yes to mee+ng & joining others  

Yes to praying  

Yes to gathering round the word 

Yes to hearing the word opened up 

Yes to being inspired to honour Jesus with 

our lives 

 

For those in the building 

Yes to wearing a mask 

Yes to social distancing  

No to siDng where you always sat 

No to siDng within 2 meters of others 

No to singing hymns   



Monday Mar 22: Mary Macleod 

Rive@ 
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 

door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s 

faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will 

you let those enter who are trying to. 

MaHhew 23: 13 – 14 

 

This is part of a list of woes that Jesus 

proclaimed.  ‘Woe’ means sorrow, so he’s 

saying ‘be sorrowful, be sad’ – he is asking 

the Pharisees and teachers to repent.  

They loved their work, studying the Old 

Testament and the Law of Moses, so very 

much that they had come to worship it 

instead of God.  They set up so many 

things that had to be done, to serve God 

properly, that the rules stopped them 

seeing God.  And, worse, the people who 

wanted to find and serve God, and who 

came to the Pharisees and teachers for 

instruc+on, found only the law, blocking 

their way.  

 

Some+mes we get too aHached to things 

being done properly, being done in the 

way we think is right, being done 

tradi+onally. But God is bigger than all 

laws and all teachings – the whole of 

crea+on is in God and sustained by God.  

 

We need to be careful to make God the 

priority and get other things into the right 

place in our lives. 

 

Prayer: Father God, help me to put you 

first, to see the whole of my life and work 

the way that you see it. Help me to put 

things in their right place in rela+on to you 

and show me when I have become more 

aHached to a thing or a custom than you. 

Amen 

 

Ac+on: when you’re out for your exercise 

today, look at something that you don’t 

like, and ask yourself ‘how does God see 

this’.  Make a note of what you think and 

feel about it. 

 

Tuesday Mar 23: David Moodie 
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over 

land and sea to win a single convert, and 

when you have succeeded, you make 

them twice as much a child of hell as you 

are. 

MaHhew 23: 15 

 

Imagine you turned up to a Snooker 

tournament with same the aDtude you 

bring to a Football match. People might 

not appreciate your aHempt to get a song 

going or start a Mexican wave! To be able 

to enjoy the event and get something out 

of it you need to have the right 

expecta+ons. 

 

The genera+on of Pharisees in Jesus day 

had some deep misunderstandings of what 

faith should look like. And so each person 

they converted was being brought into the 

faith with wrong expecta+on: expec+ng a 

religion of strict legalism that turn a blind 

idea to real problems. And so the converts 

were even further from the truth than 

their teachers. Unfortunately, this has 

happened to Chris+anity as well. Many 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giLs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera+ons and cultures  

Lent Prayer Garden 
Some+mes it is only when you lose something you begin to realise what a giL it 

was in the first place. We cannot right now worship in the building but we can 

use the grounds to help us worship. They are a giL that we should make the 

most of.  
 

During Lent you will find the Boswall Parkway gate unlocked with inspira+onal 

messages on the trees along with a wooden cross in the grounds where you are 

encouraged to go and pray. As you go for your daily walk, why not pop into the 

garden to encourage yourself?  
 

Please observe social distancing as you make use of the Prayer Garden. 

 Prepare for Sunday’s Service by having something to drink and something to eat 

at hand for communion - if you are joining by Zoom  

 Visit the Prayer Garden in the church grounds or take a Spiritual Refresher 

walk at Cramond.  

 Pray for people in the congregation and community. Pray this week especially for  

anyone in hospital. 

 Keep in contact with a neighbour and check they are doing ok. What Act of 

Kindness can you do for them? Remember to keep safe! 

 Take steps to engage your faith by reading through Thoughts for the Day - sign 

up to get them sent every day - just head to the website and hit ‘subscribe’ 

 
Call to Action - this week’s checklist 
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you tes+fy against yourselves that you are 

the descendants of those who murdered 

the prophets. Go ahead, then, and 

complete what your ancestors started! 

MaHhew 23: 29 – 32 

 

For the past few years, our past has come 

into much more scru+ny. There have 

been big na+onal conversa+ons about the 

impact of the slave trade, the legacy of 

Empire, and, perhaps most conten+ously, 

the monuments and statues that 

remember them. 

 

OLen, we have reassured ourselves in the 

exact same way the Pharisees did: ‘if I had 

lived back then, I would have done the 

right thing’. But that wasn’t good enough 

for Jesus. The Pharisees claimed their 

legi+macy as being the intellectual and 

spiritual successors of the exact same 

men who persecuted the prophets. Jesus 

said, you can’t cri+cise these men yet also 

claim them as your cherished ancestors, if 

you do, you’ll just repeat their mistakes. 

And as we saw with their persecu+on of 

Jesus, the did repeat the same mistakes. 

 

When we look to our own past, perhaps 

it’s beHer if we don’t hide behind the 

comfort of, ‘well I would have been one 

of the good one’, and instead seriously 

inves+gate the past we’ve inherited. We 

are not personally responsible for the 

ac+ons of our ancestors, but their ac+ons 

shape the world we live in today. We 

have a responsibility to shine a light on 

their legacy, and where it is causing 

injus+ce, to bring about change.  

 

Prayer: God of Jus+ce, the past is complex 

and such a mix of good and bad. Help me 

to look at history with honesty and 

integrity. Give me the courage to confront 

uncomfortable truths, and the wisdom to 

spot and celebrate stories throughout 

history of people who showed Christlike 

love.   

 

Ac+on: Learn some history. I’ve been 

watching the BBC’s Black and Bri�sh: A 

Forgo�en History and I can highly 

recommend it. I have the last episode to 

watch but it has already taught me a lot 

that I didn’t know.   

Every weekday evening this coming week at 7.30pm there will be a service led 

from the church that will be available to Zoom into as usual, using the mee+ng 

ID and passcode you can find on the front of 

this bulle+n. It is the same used for Sundays.  

 

Current Covid restric+ons will apply for anyone 

aHending physically at the church.  

 

These services are designed to help us mark and measure the last week of 

Jesus public ministry when so many momentous events happened rather than 

jump from Palm Sunday to Easter day . 
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+mes our faith has been mis-sold as fast 

track to wealth and success, or as a 

judgemental and legalis+c burden. And so 

while it may look like that Church is 

growing, the people coming in haven’t 

encountered the real Jesus, in fact they 

may even be further. 

 

Our ul+mate mission isn’t to get people 

over the doorstep, it’s to help people 

meet the real Jesus, the one who 

preached love and reconcilia+on, who 

asks us to pick up our cross.  This is the 

Good News that we want other to hear. 

 

Prayer: Lord, it can be so easy to become 

obsessed with numbers, to think 

everything would be beHer if the Church 

had a flood of new converts. But help me 

to remember that more important than 

headcounts and bank balances is people 

finding a genuine rela+onship with you. 

 

Ac+on: Who can you talk about your faith 

with today? 

 

Wednesday Mar 24: Sarah Smith 
“Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If 

anyone swears by the temple, it means 

nothing; but anyone who swears by the 

gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’ 

You blind fools! Which is greater: the 

gold, or the temple that makes the gold 

sacred? You also say, ‘If anyone swears by 

the altar, it means nothing; but anyone 

who swears by the giL on the altar is 

bound by that oath.’ You blind men! 

Which is greater: the giL, or the altar that 

makes the giL sacred? Therefore, anyone 

who swears by the altar swears by it and 

by everything on it. And anyone who 

swears by the temple swears by it and by 

the one who dwells in it. And anyone who 

swears by heaven swears by God’s throne 

and by the one who sits on it. 

MaHhew 23: 16 – 22 

 

We like to assign value to things, saying 

which thing is more valuable. Making 

oaths was used to assign values to things. 

Israelites were not to swear oaths on God 

himself. So, they would swear on objects 

related closely to God, like the temple or 

the altar. Value is used by so many people 

to say what is worthy. Values are assigned 

on so many different criteria, and yet, it is 

all s+ll assigned by human standards.  

 

What maHers is not what value we assign 

to earthly things, but knowing that we are 

valued by God. We belong to God, and 

not to different objects which we thing 

hold more value or sanc+ty than God.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, remind us that 

what maHers most is that you are God, 

and that you are holy. We are your 

children, and you call us to worship you, 

and you alone. Help us to keep our focus 

on you, and the ways that you love us, 

and this is what maHers. Amen 

 

Ac+on: Remind yourself that God has 

claimed you as your child.  

 

Thursday Mar 25: Norman Smith 
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 

tenth of your spices—mint, dill and 

cumin. But you have neglected the more 

important maHers of the law—jus+ce, 

mercy and faithfulness. You should have 

prac+ced the laHer, without neglec+ng 

the former. You blind guides! You strain 

out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

MaHhew 23: 23 – 24 
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Should Chris+ans priori+se personal 

holiness over social ac+on? Is it about our 

own walk with God or trying to create the 

kind of world God would want us to?  

 

Jesus expecta+ons were both rather that 

which. We are called to walk in holiness 

before God whilst also applying faith to 

everyday situa+ons we find ourselves in. 

It is a good job Jesus promised us the 

helper, The Holy Spirit, that would live in 

us and work within us because we know 

we don’t have the strength to do this on 

our own. Yet with the Spirit’s help  

 

Chris+ans have made this world a beHer 

place. Spend some +me googling the 

impact Chris+ans have had on our society 

and you will be amazed at how faith has 

improved this world.  

 

Prayer: Father, for those you have called 

into the public sphere who put their faith 

to use improving society, I pray for them. 

For those you have called to retreat from 

society so they can concentrate on 

developing their rela+onship with you, I 

pray for them. For myself, help me to find 

the right balance so I can honour you and 

use the giLs you have given me.  

 

Ac+on: Be thankful for Chris+ans who 

employ their giLs in so many different 

ways. Do you think you might spot some 

Chris+ans doing this today?  

 

Friday Mar 26: Caroline Lockerbie 
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the 

outside of the cup and dish, but inside 

they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 

Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of 

the cup and dish, and then the outside 

also will be clean. 

MaHhew 23: 25 – 26 

 

While I have never actually preached on 

these verses, the seven ‘woe to’ ar+cles 

of MaHhew 23 were embedded in the 

founda+on of my ministry.  Jesus was 

specifically cau+oning religious leaders.    

 

For years I was terrified of the discipline 

that might result should I transgress one 

of these very serious teachings.    

 

In today’s reading Jesus is referring to an 

ancient debate over the nature of 

cleanliness.  If a sacred object, i.e. cup or 

plate, was touched on the outside with an 

impurity, did it make the inside impure as 

well?  In the midst of a pandemic we have 

become very aware and cau+ous about 

what can and cannot be touched and how 

many +mes a day we need to wash our 

hands to keep safe.    

 

In Jesus’ story his approach to purity was 

not an issue of contamina+on from the 

outside seeping in, but rather a cleaning 

of the outside by way of the goodness 

from within seeping out. Obviously, this 

isn’t good science for a pandemic unless 

the goodness from within is our 

dedica+on to the prac+se of tried-and-

true public health measures. 

 

In my experience the most helpful 

disinfectant of the inside (the heart) is 

Micah’s verse 6: 8 “…what does the Lord 

require of you but to do jus+ce, and to 

love kindness and to walk humbly with 

your God?”  On that journey there will be 

stumbles and difficult choices.  Yet, 
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because of love there is the ever present 

and wonderful hand of God’s forgiveness. 

And that has led me to understand that, in 

Christ’s family, fear is not our mo+va+on.  

Rather, as we aspire to goodness we learn 

to live the love that is God’s basis for the 

law. 

 

Prayer: God, fill our hearts with your love 

that we might be clean in our thoughts 

and in our ac+ons.  May what we say and 

do be a source of goodness for our world.   

We pray for healing: of broken bodies, 

confused minds and flagging spirits. 

 

Ac+on: Say something posi+ve to 

someone. And diligently prac+ce the 

blessed art of smiling with your eyes, 

above that awkward mask. 

 

Saturday Mar 27:  

Mary Macleod Rive@ 
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 

whitewashed tombs, which look beau+ful 

on the outside but on the inside are full of 

the bones of the dead and everything 

unclean. In the same way, on the outside 

you appear to people as righteous but on 

the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 

wickedness. 

MaHhew 23: 27 – 28 

 

We are s+ll in the list of woes today, and 

it’s another one where it’s all too easy to 

see how it might apply to us. The teachers 

of the law and the Pharisees worked hard 

to follow the law – they studied, they paid 

their +the (temple tax), they prayed (in 

public). They enjoyed the respect of 

people and the public admira+on that this 

all produced. But they hid the things 

about themselves which were not so 

good.  They tried to show perfect lives, 

but inside, because they were worshipping 

the law and not God, they were dead. 

 

Some+mes it’s terribly easy for the 

outside appearance of our lives to become 

too important. We don’t want to admit to 

ourselves or others or God that we fail, 

that we are not good, that we make 

mistakes. When we don’t let God into the 

mess inside us, when we shut God out, we 

die inside. He brings life to the dead, light 

to the darkness, and healing to the sick – 

he can make our lives good once again if 

we only let him in. 

 

Prayer: Beloved Father, forgive me for 

shuDng you out and brooding and 

festering in my wretchedness. I open 

myself up to you again, help me not to 

hide from you, help me to keep opening 

up to your ac+on and healing in my life, 

un+l the day comes that I truly reflect 

your glory. Amen 

 

Ac+on: each +me this week that you think 

of something you’ve done with 

embarrassment or rage or humilia+on, 

offer a quick prayer giving the memory to 

God and asking him to forgive and heal it. 

Try to build this into a habit. 

 

Sunday Mar 28 (Palm Sunday): 

David Moodie 
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build 

tombs for the prophets and decorate the 

graves of the righteous. And you say, ‘If 

we had lived in the days of our ancestors, 

we would not have taken part with them 

in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ So 


