
WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 18th April 2021 

 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

WELCOME BACK! 
in person | on Zoom 

on Facebook | on Youtube 
 

Welcome to church this Sunday morning 

where we gather as a community rooted 

in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in 

person or online everyone is welcome to 

share in the worship experience together.  

 

One body made of many parts we gather 

from all over the UK and beyond to affirm 

anew our faith in Jesus.  

  

If gathering in the building, please follow 

the guidance of the Welcome Team who 

will help you navigate your way around 

what we can and cannot do in terms of 

worship. Things might be a bit different 

from what you are used to. Please be 

pa!ent and arrive early. 

 

Services will be different 

 

For Everyone 

Yes to worshipping God  

Yes to mee!ng & joining others  

Yes to praying  

Yes to gathering round the word 

Yes to hearing the word opened up 

Yes to being inspired to honour Jesus with 

our lives 

 

For those in the building 

Yes to wearing a mask 

Yes to social distancing  

No to si<ng where you always sat 

No to si<ng within 2 meters of others 

No to singing hymns   



Monday Apr 12: Mary Macleod Rive0 

“But about that day or hour no one 

knows, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father.  

Ma@hew 24: 36 

 

When I was a teenager, I went through 

a phase of being really keen on the 

Book of Revela!on. I thought I could 

see the prophecies coming true, and I 

was convinced that Jesus would return 

soon.  Lots of us go through this kind 

of phase – some!mes it’s a result of 

being fed up with our lives, other 

!mes, it’s the result of the world being 

a difficult place.  When the first 

millennium was approaching a 

thousand years ago, many people 

thought the world would end, and 

when the Black Death happened, 600 

years ago, people were convinced 

Christ must be coming soon.  But God 

isn’t bound up in !me – he created 

!me. Things will happen throughout 

history that remind us that this world 

will eventually come to an end, but 

absolutely no one knows when that 

will be. What ma@ers is that we 

remember that we and the whole of 

crea!on have been redeemed, and we 

will all be renewed when the !me is 

right.  

 

Prayer: Lord, trus!ng pa!ently is 

probably the hardest thing for me. I 

want to know and to control things.  

Forgive me, I pray, and help me see 

clearly what you want me to see and 

do, here and now. Help me to learn 

the pa!ent faith that will give me trust 

and peace. Amen 

 

Ac!on: think about what in your life is 

making you anxious because you can’t 

control it.  Offer it up to God in prayer. 

 

Tuesday Apr 13: David Moodie 

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will 

be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

For in the days before the flood, 

people were ea!ng and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, up to 

the day Noah entered the ark; and 

they knew nothing about what would 

happen un!l the flood came and took 

them all away. That is how it will be at 

the coming of the Son of Man. Two 

men will be in the field; one will be 

taken and the other leK. Two women 

will be grinding with a hand mill; one 

will be taken and the other leK. 

Ma@hew 24: 37 – 41 

 

Can you remember back to February of 

2020, the last normal month before all 

of this. Do you feel like you made the 

most of that month? I’m sure all of us 

would have acted very differently if we 

knew what was coming. We’d have 

eaten out every night, visited every 

museum/pub/indoor space we could, 

and we’d visited all those people we 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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were meaning to see. We had no idea 

that all those things we take for 

granted were about to go away. 

Jesus’s uses the story of the Ark to 

shock people into ac!on. Just as they 

didn’t know the flood was coming, no 

one knows what the future holds. So 

Jesus says, don’t put of leading a good 

life, you must start right now. It’s easy 

to think there will always be another 

chance to make things right, but 

maybe there won’t. Don’t postpone 

that change, now is the !me to turn a 

new leaf. 

 

Prayer: Living God, keep me from 

becoming complacent. Life is a 

precious giK, yet it is so easy to fri@er 

away !me think there will always be 

more of it. Help me to seize the 

moment and to life the full and good 

life you have intended for me. 

 

Ac!on: What do you know you need 

to do but are pu<ng off? Now is the 

day to do it! 

 

Wednesday Apr 14: Sarah Smith 

“Therefore keep watch, because you 

do not know on what day your Lord 

will come. But understand this: If the 

owner of the house had known at 

what !me of night the thief was 

coming, he would have kept watch 

and would not have let his house be 

broken into. So you also must be 

ready, because the Son of Man will 

come at an hour when you do not 

expect him. 

Ma@hew 24: 42 – 44 

Are you ready? Are you on your 

guard? We have each at some point in 

our lives been told to be ready for 

something. We have had different 

things in our lives that we have 

needed to be ready for. Now, it is 

easier to be ready when we have an 

idea or when things are going to 

happen. We can do the prep work and 

wait and keep our eyes open when we 

know the end date. We like to have 

the comfort of knowing when we can 

stop doing all the work to be ready, 

yet we don’t know when to expect 

Jesus. We are called to be ready all 

the !me. Now, this doesn’t mean to 

be on high alert all the !me, but this is 

an invita!on for us to con!nue to 

serve God daily through how we live 

our lives. It is an invita!on, and a way 

to form and shape our lives.  

 

Prayer: Loving God, we give you 

thanks that you have promised to love 

us and promised to not leave us 

alone. Help us to con!nue to be on 

the lookout for you by loving and 

serving you through loving and 

serving others. Amen. 

 

Ac!on: Con!nue to love and serve 

God.  

 

Thursday Apr 15: Norman Smith 

“Who then is the faithful and wise 

servant, whom the master has put in 

charge of the servants in his 

household to give them their food at 
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the proper !me? It will be good for 

that servant whose master finds him 

doing so when he returns. Truly I tell 

you, he will put him in charge of all his 

possessions. But suppose that servant 

is wicked and says to himself, ‘My 

master is staying away a long !me,’ 

and he then begins to beat his fellow 

servants and to eat and drink with 

drunkards. The master of that servant 

will come on a day when he does not 

expect him and at an hour he is not 

aware of. He will cut him to pieces 

and assign him a place with the 

hypocrites, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Ma@hew 24: 45 – 51 

 

The context which Jesus came into 

was one of wai!ng. Israel knew the 

Messiah was coming yet did not know 

when. So she waited and waited. 

Jesus oKen implied that with more 

and more !me passing Israel strayed 

further and further from God’s 

inten!on. By the !me he arrived she 

had strayed very far indeed! Look at 

his ba@les with the Pharisees and see 

how oKen he called them to account. 

The reading today is yet another 

example of this.  

 

We may have the best of inten!ons, 

yet we are as suscep!ble of slipping 

away as the Pharisees were. Later in 

the New Testament, Paul tells his 

hearers to ‘be on your guard’, 

knowing how important it was to keep 

God in the centre at all !mes.  

Prayer: Father, help me to keep my 

eyes on you. Help me to keep you the 

centre of my life and not wake up one 

day to find I’ve let you slip away 

without even no!cing.  

 

Ac!on: Once an hour today, talk to 

God. 

 

Friday Apr 16: Mary Macleod Rive0 

“At that !me the kingdom of heaven 

will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. Five of them were foolish 

and five were wise. The foolish ones 

took their lamps but did not take any 

oil with them. The wise ones, 

however, took oil in jars along with 

their lamps. The bridegroom was a 

long !me in coming, and they all 

became drowsy and fell asleep. 

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s 

the bridegroom! Come out to meet 

him!’ Ma@hew 25: 1 – 6 

 

The scene here is a wedding, the kind 

of wedding that Jesus a@ended in 

Cana early in his ministry, where the 

fes!vi!es could go on for days.  The 

party is at the bride’s house, and the 

groom has been delayed.  When I was 

ge<ng prepared for my wedding, the 

phone rang, and it was my fiancé 

saying that he had been delayed. 

Something in my heart just sank - I 

thought ‘will he come? Has he got 

cold feet? Will this wedding, this 

longed for event, actually happen?’ So 

the bridesmaids at this wedding were 
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wai!ng and wai!ng for the groom to 

arrive and the party to start, some of 

them prepared and expectant, with 

everything they needed, while others 

were bored and convinced he 

wouldn’t come, so they didn’t bother 

to prepare. They were sleepy and 

drowsing when the watcher shouted 

out - ‘he’s here!’. 

 

We’re all sleepy and drowsing, but 

some of us have become convinced 

that the bridegroom isn’t coming at 

all, so we’re not prepared. We long for 

it, but we have given in to that terrible 

sinking feeling that the longed-for 

event won’t happen. It will be a 

surprise to all of us, but prepara!on is 

a ma@er of living our lives in the trust 

that it will happen, he will come, even 

if we feel sleepy and discouraged, 

even if it’s taking a long !me, even if 

day aKer day is the same.  

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to live my life 

trus!ng in your return. Give me the 

discipline and persistence to live by 

faith and not to give in to the 

discouragement that lurks round each 

corner. My own resources aren’t 

enough, but you are God and all mercy 

and grace are yours. You don’t ask me 

to live in my own strength, off my own 

resources, and I will trust you every 

day for the giK of grace to follow you 

and prepare for your coming. Amen 

 

Ac!on: think about ways in which 

you’d live differently if you knew Jesus 

was coming back tomorrow.  Should 

you do some of these things now, so 

that you’re prepared? 

 

Saturday Apr 17: David Moodie 

“Then all the virgins woke up and 

trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones 

said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 

oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be 

enough for both us and you. Instead, 

go to those who sell oil and buy some 

for yourselves. “But while they were 

on their way to buy the oil, the 

bridegroom arrived. The virgins who 

were ready went in with him to the 

wedding banquet. And the door was 

shut. “Later the others also came. 

‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door 

for us!’  “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 

you, I don’t know you.’ “Therefore 

keep watch, because you do not know 

the day or the hour.  

Ma@hew 25: 7 – 13 

 

I had a friend at school who was really 

good at ge<ng people to help him. He 

would get people to proofread his 

essays, check over his homework with 

others to make sure his answers were 

right, and if there was group work 

always made sure to be paired with 

good partners. For a !me it did him 

really well; he was able to stay on top 

all the way through school. But then 

came the end of year exams, where it 

was just him and the exam paper and 

he bombed. You can use other to get 

you far in school, but in the end, you 
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have to prove you know your stuff, 

and unfortunately, he didn’t. 

There are moments in life when we 

need to take responsibility for our 

own ac!ons. Just as the foolish virgins 

in this story couldn’t expect the 

others to bail them out, there are 

!mes when we can’t simply rely on 

others, we need to take responsibility 

and do what is right. Our goal is to 

make sure the realise what we need 

to do before it is too late. 

Prayer: Lord God, you are the judge of 

all things. Thank you that you are 

pa!ent and understanding with us, 

even when we find ourselves on the 

wrong path. Help us to take 

responsibility for our ac!ons and act 

with wisdom and good judgement. 

Ac!on: What are you going to take 

responsibility for today? 

 

Sunday Apr 18: Sarah Smith 

“Again, it will be like a man going on a 

journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted his wealth to them. To one 

he gave five bags of gold, to another 

two bags, and to another one bag, 

each according to his ability. Then he 

went on his journey. The man who 

had received five bags of gold went at 

once and put his money to work and 

gained five bags more. So also, the 

one with two bags of gold gained two 

more. But the man who had received 

one bag went off, dug a hole in the 

ground and hid his master’s money. 

Ma@hew 25: 14 – 18 

 

What do you do with what you have 

been given? Something I strive to do 

is to not waste what I have and what I 

have been given. In this passage, the 

servants have been given gold, two of 

them put it to good use by doubling 

what they have been given. We have 

been given giKs by God to use, and to 

use to share about who God is, and 

share God’s love with the world.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for 

giving us giKs to share with our 

communi!es and the rest of world. 

Help us to use them to the best of our 

abili!es and not hide them away. 

Amen. 

 

Ac!on: Be brave and share your giKs 

with the rest of world.  

The Marble Challenge 
 

There is a jar in the church that every !me you invite someone 

else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown there 

was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever to invite 

someone to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward a copy of 

this bulle!n.  

 

Who do you care about enough to invite to church this week?  
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Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giKs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures  

Prayer Garden 
Through Lent we have had the church grounds set up as a prayer garden where 

people can take some !me to contemplate life, the universe and everything 

with a par!cular focus on our rela!onship to God.  

 

From the feedback received which has been overwhelmingly posi!ve it has 

been decided to keep this going aKer Easter. The grounds will remain open and 

there will be a periodic refreshing of the inspira!onal texts for people to 

engage with. We are not telling you when this happens, you will need to go 

along and see for yourself! If you have any ideas how this might be developed, 

please let us know.  

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

Between now and the end of Summer we 

an!cipate a relaxing of restric!ons which 

means many church groups will be able to 

restart.  It is highly likely groups will be 

looking for new people to help.  

 

Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week 

to help with the coffee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the 

banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or 

reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round 

the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church 

family to have an ac!ve role. What will yours be?  
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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Small Groups 
Want to meet other people and explore faith together? If 

yes then this is for you. We have set up small groups that 

will meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you are 

interested in joining please contact Sarah. Her email is on 

the panel opposite.   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the BulleDn, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Pray it forward 
We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some !me at home praying 

for other people? If you are you will be given a list of 

people to pray for on a weekly basis. You may know 

them, you may not, they will all be part of our church 

family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry team know if 

you will be part of the prayer team.  

Pray together 
Thursday May 6th at 7pm on Zoom 
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. You 

will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  

Next Sunday - Celebrate Together 
In person or online at 10.30am 


