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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Small Groups 
Want to meet other people and explore faith together? If 

yes then this is for you. We have set up small groups that 

will meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you are 

interested in joining please contact Sarah. Her email is on 

the panel opposite.   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle&n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Pray it forward 
We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some +me at home praying 

for other people? If you are you will be given a list of 

people to pray for on a weekly basis. You may know 

them, you may not, they will all be part of our church 

family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry team know if 

you will be part of the prayer team.  

Pray together 
Thursday May 6th at 7pm on Zoom 
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. You 

will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  

Next Sunday - Celebrate Together 
In person or online at 10.30am 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 25th April 2021 

 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee+ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee+ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

WELCOME BACK! 
in person | on Zoom 

on Facebook | on Youtube 
 

Welcome to church this Sunday morning 

where we gather as a community rooted 

in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in 

person or online everyone is welcome to 

share in the worship experience together.  

 

One body made of many parts we gather 

from all over the UK and beyond to affirm 

anew our faith in Jesus.  

  

If gathering in the building, please follow 

the guidance of the Welcome Team who 

will help you navigate your way around 

what we can and cannot do in terms of 

worship. Things might be a bit different 

from what you are used to. Please be 

pa+ent and arrive early. 

 

Services will be different 

 

For Everyone 

Yes to worshipping God  

Yes to mee+ng & joining others  

Yes to praying  

Yes to gathering round the word 

Yes to hearing the word opened up 

Yes to being inspired to honour Jesus with 

our lives 

 

For those in the building 

Yes to wearing a mask 

Yes to social distancing  

No to siDng where you always sat 

No to siDng within 2 meters of others 

No to singing hymns   



Monday Apr 19: Stuart Mitchell 

“AFer a long +me the master of those 

servants returned and seGled accounts 

with them. The man who had received 

five bags of gold brought the other 

five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 

me with five bags of gold. See, I have 

gained five more.’ “His master replied, 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant! 

You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many 

things. Come and share your master’s 

happiness!’ MaGhew 25: 19 – 21 

 

Appearing both in Luke and in 

MaGhew, the Parable of the Talents, 

drives home the point that all of us can 

make the most of the blessings and 

talents given to us by God.  We talk of 

giving a fiDng propor+on of our +me, 

talents and resources to further Gods 

Kingdom yet the talent aspect is 

something that I feel we oFen under 

value.  These talents, be they the giF 

of teaching, the art of performing, the 

possession of spor+ng prowess, the 

ability to cook, bake or make and a 

myriad of others that could easily fill 

this page, are meant to be shared so 

that they not only benefit us as 

individuals but enrich the lives of those 

around us.  Jesus makes it very clear in 

the parable that it pleases God when 

we give of ourselves to others.  Hiding 

our light under a bushel is not an 

op+on for us. 

Prayer: Gracious God, Thank you for 

your many giFs and blessings and for 

the talents that you have bestowed 

upon us.  Each of us no maGer how 

great or small are thankful for the 

difference we can make in the lives of 

others through sharing what you have 

so generously given us.  May we do so 

with grace and joyfulness 

 

Ac+on: Share your talents and abili+es 

to benefit those around you 

 

Tuesday Apr 20: Norman Smith 

“The man with two bags of gold also 

came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 

me with two bags of gold; see, I have 

gained two more.’  “His master 

replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 

servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will put you in charge of 

many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’ 

MaGhew 25: 22 – 23 

 

Whose responsibility is it to grow the 

Kingdom of God? There will be +mes 

when you look at others and say, “I 

can’t do what they do” and you will be 

right. There are some who appear to 

have more giFs than one person has a 

right to. We admire them, we may 

even envy them, yet, we are not them. 

For most of us we only have a couple 

of talents like the person in this 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giFs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera+ons and cultures  

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s+ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

Between now and the end of Summer we 

an+cipate a relaxing of restric+ons which 

means many church groups will be able to 

restart.  It is highly likely groups will be 

looking for new people to help.  

 

Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week 

to help with the coffee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the 

banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or 

reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round 

the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church 

family to have an ac+ve role. What will yours be?  

In the same way your light 

must shine before people, so 

that they will see the good 

things you do and praise your    

Father in heaven. (Mat 5:16) 
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the stranger, the naked, the sick, and 

the imprisoned. It was a posi+ve 

message for those who needed it 

most. However, it was a real test for 

those who did have plenty to eat, 

drink, and wear. They were being 

asked to do something new – to 

share. At the +me of this account, 

Chris+ans were star+ng to reach 

across the divisions of class, culture, 

and gender sharing their resources 

with one another regardless of their 

social and economic standing. This 

con+nues to be a challenge for 

Chris+ans today. What a lesson for us 

all! 

 

Jesus tells us to view life from the 

boGom up. To consider the needs of 

the poor because there will always be 

enough for everyone if we share. We 

need to work against corrup+on and 

those who accumulate power and 

wealth while ignoring the rest of 

society. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, help us so that we 

might see the world as Jesus did. That 

the good news which we both receive 

and share, be truly good news for the 

hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the 

naked, the sick, and the imprisoned. 

Amen. 

 

Ac+on: What can we do to make life 

beGer for those at the lower end of 

society? We receive so much - what 

can we share? 

Sunday Apr 25: Dan Docwra 

“Then the righteous will answer him, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you 

something to drink? When did we see 

you a stranger and invite you in, or 

needing clothes and clothe you? When 

did we see you sick or in prison and go 

to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly 

I tell you, whatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.’ MaGhew 25: 

37 – 40 

 

Have you ever been in that place when 

circumstances allow you to show pity, 

compassion, or kindness to someone in 

need?  How easy is it to act in the way 

that we are called upon by our faith?  

Do we prac+ce mercy as a maGer of 

course? Are we sure that God expects 

us to live by these rules? 

Everyday living makes it very hard to 

follow any set of behaviours, but God 

also understands. As long as we 

prac+ce these simple principles in our 

dealings with others, especially those 

less fortunate than ourselves, then we 

are following in the footsteps He set for 

us. If, by our dealings with each other 

on a daily basis, we can be conscious of 

these simple rules, then we will be 

following his perfect example. 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, help us to be 

conscious of the needs of others and to 

be ready to show pity, compassion and 

kindness whenever it is needed, in Your 

name. 
 

Ac+on: Find ways in which you can be 

kind and helpful to others 
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reading. What is important to 

remember is God asks us to use the 

talents we have not to lament the 

talents we don’t have. So what if 

someone has more, others may have 

less; they will be responsible for an 

account of what they did. We are 

responsible for the talents we have, 

even if there are only 2. Whose 

responsibility is it to grow the 

Kingdom of God? Everyone’s!  

 

Prayer: Father I can out things off and 

I can jus+fy not doing anything. 

Rather than having this aDtude, help 

me to use the talents you have given 

in your service.  

 

Ac+on: Give thanks for the talents you 

do have rather than lament the ones 

you do not.  

 

Wednesday Apr 21: Mary Macleod 

RiveD 

“Then the man who had received one 

bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 

knew that you are a hard man, 

harves+ng where you have not sown 

and gathering where you have not 

scaGered seed. So I was afraid and 

went out and hid your gold in the 

ground. See, here is what belongs to 

you.’  “His master replied, ‘You 

wicked, lazy servant! So you knew 

that I harvest where I have not sown 

and gather where I have not scaGered 

seed? Well then, you should have put 

my money on deposit with the 

bankers, so that when I returned, I 

would have received it back with 

interest. MaGhew 25: 24 – 27 

 

Have you ever been afraid of trying 

something new? I think we probably 

all have. Whether we’re young or old, 

trying a new thing or seeing whether 

we can explore and learn new skills is 

challenging.  No one much likes 

change, and some of us absolutely 

hate it!  The servant here in this 

parable was scared to try anything 

new, so scared that he took the bag of 

gold and he buried it in the ground.  

When his master came, the servant 

offered him the bag of gold, 

unchanged, unused. 

 

The bag of gold stands for the talents 

and resources that God has given us. 

Very oFen, it’s fear of failure that 

stops us thinking of and trying new 

things to do with those resources and 

talents.  But God gave them to us for 

use and service, not just for our own 

enjoyment, and failure is beGer by far 

than never trying. We may not be able 

to see how to change, but God will 

show us if we pray, and God will give 

us the courage and strength to grow 

into the people that we can be. It’s 

never too late.  

 

Prayer: Father God, my life is oFen 

ruled by fear and by reluctance to 

change. I can’t see, or I can’t let 

myself see, how I should change.  

Lord, all I have is yours and everything 

came from you.  Please show me how 
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to use the giFs, talents and resources 

you’ve trusted me with. Help me not 

to be constrained by my fears, my 

comfort and my laziness, but give me 

courage and imagina+on to see how I 

can serve and how I can grow into the 

person you want me to be. Amen 

 

Ac+on: make a list of the resources 

and giFs you have. Pray over one giF 

or resource each day, and ask God to 

show you whether you should be 

doing something more with it. 

 

Thursday Apr 22: David Moodie 

“‘So take the bag of gold from him 

and give it to the one who has ten 

bags. For whoever has will be given 

more, and they will have an 

abundance. Whoever does not have, 

even what they have will be taken 

from them. And throw that worthless 

servant outside, into the darkness, 

where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’  

MaGhew 25: 28 – 30 

 

There’s a famous story about the US 

Air Force during the Second World 

War. Planes were coming back with 

wings shot full of holes and engineers 

were tasked with adding more 

armour. Their first response was to 

place more armour on the wings 

where the bullets had goGen through. 

But sta+s+cian Abraham Ward had a 

different answer. He realised that if a 

plane could be shot in its wing but s+ll 

came home, then that wasn't a big 

problem. But he no+ced that none of 

the planes that made it home had 

bullet holes near their engines, 

meaning the ones that did get shot 

there must have gone down. So he 

insisted that the already armoured 

engines get even more armour. The 

armour, said Wald, doesn’t go where 

the bullet holes are. It goes where the 

bullet holes aren’t. 

 

In this story the master chose to take 

the one bag away from a servant and 

give it to the one who had 10. That 

seems unfair, why give to someone 

who already has more. But the 

servant with 10 had already proven 

himself to be trustworthy, so giving 

him more in this situa+on was a good 

investment. 

 

We only have limited amounts of 

+me, resources, and aGen+on that we 

can invest in the world. That means 

there are hard decisions to be made. 

Some+mes we have to make the 

tough call to stop suppor+ng 

something that isn’t delivering results, 

and instead reinvest in things that are 

already working and that we know 

will make the world a beGer place. 

 

Prayer: God of Wisdom, thank you 

that you have chosen to invest in me. 

I pray I can live up to the trust you 

have placed in me and act as a force 

for good in the world. Help me to be a 

wise and careful steward of 

everything and everyone you have 
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placed in my hands. 

 

Ac+on: Is there anything in your life 

that isn’t giving you the results you 

had hoped it would? Perhaps now is 

the +me to take a step back and 

reinvest your +me elsewhere. 

 

Friday Apr 23: Sarah Smith 

“When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, he 

will sit on his glorious throne. All the 

na+ons will be gathered before him, 

and he will separate the people one 

from another as a shepherd separates 

the sheep from the goats. He will put 

the sheep on his right and the goats 

on his leF. MaGhew 25: 31 – 33 

 

Jesus is portrayed as the Good 

Shepherd in other scripture passages, 

and in this passage, he once again 

brings together his flock. Shepherds 

would gather their flocks in the 

evening, and would separate the 

sheep from the goats. Sheep enjoyed 

the open air of the pasture, while 

goats had to be protected from the 

cold. Sheep had more commercial 

value, so they were preferred over the 

goats. Now, we can spend +me 

worrying about which ones we are, or 

we can focus our lives on living them 

as Jesus has taught us to live them, by 

loving others and sharing the message 

of the good news of the gospel. 

 

Prayer: Good Shepherd, we know that 

you will come to judge all of us, but 

we also know and give thanks for the 

amazing love you have for us. Help us 

to focus on sharing about that love 

and spreading that love with our 

communi+es. Amen. 

 

Ac+on: Focus on what you can control, 

not what you can’t control.  

 

Saturday Apr 24: Anne Macintosh 

“Then the King will say to those on his 

right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by 

my Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the 

crea+on of the world. For I was hungry 

and you gave me something to eat, I 

was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in, I needed 

clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 

and you looked aFer me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.’ 

MaGhew 25:34 – 36 

 

When this part of the Gospel took 

place most of the people struggled to 

kept themselves alive on a very poor 

basic diet. They endured abject 

poverty and there were few 

opportuni+es to change your posi+on 

in life. You were either very poor or 

very rich and you usually stayed in 

that category for the whole of your 

life. 

 

The good news that Jesus brought was 

not only the forgiveness of sin but also 

good news for the hungry, the thirsty, 


