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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Small Groups 
Want to meet other people and explore faith together? If 

yes then this is for you. We have set up small groups that 

will meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you are 

interested in joining please contact Sarah. Her email is on 

the panel opposite.   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle&n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Pray it forward 
We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some +me at home praying 

for other people? If you are you will be given a list of 

people to pray for on a weekly basis. You may know 

them, you may not, they will all be part of our church 

family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry team know if 

you will be part of the prayer team.  

Pray together 
Thursday May 6th at 7pm on Zoom 
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. You 

will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  

Next Sunday - Celebrate Together 
In person or online at 10.30am 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 2nd May 2021 

 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee+ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee+ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

WELCOME BACK! 
in person | on Zoom 

on Facebook | on Youtube 
 

Welcome to church this Sunday morning 

where we gather as a community rooted 

in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in 

person or online everyone is welcome to 

share in the worship experience together.  

 

One body made of many parts we gather 

from all over the UK and beyond to affirm 

anew our faith in Jesus.  

  

If gathering in the building, please follow 

the guidance of the Welcome Team who 

will help you navigate your way around 

what we can and cannot do in terms of 

worship. Things might be a bit different 

from what you are used to. Please be 

pa+ent and arrive early. 

 

Services will be different 

 

For Everyone 

Yes to worshipping God  

Yes to mee+ng & joining others  

Yes to praying  

Yes to gathering round the word 

Yes to hearing the word opened up 

Yes to being inspired to honour Jesus with 

our lives 

 

For those in the building 

Yes to wearing a mask 

Yes to social distancing  

No to siDng where you always sat 

No to siDng within 2 meters of others 

No to singing hymns   



Monday Apr 26: Ian Moir 

“Then he will say to those on his leF, 

‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels. For I was hungry 

and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me nothing to 

drink, I was a stranger and you did not 

invite me in, I needed clothes and you 

did not clothe me, I was sick and in 

prison and you did not look aFer me.’ 

MaJhew 25: 41 – 43 

 

These two verses are among the most 

challenging, if not frightening, in the 

Bible.  

 

Jesus is present among us, wearing a 

disguise – the garment of human need. 

Nor can we avoid him! Every +me we 

go to a shopping area, there are 

people siDng, begging on the 

pavement or selling the Big Issue. Even 

inside the supermarket there are bins 

invi+ng us to donate food to the local 

food bank. There is hardly a news 

bulle+n that does not bring us a story 

of human need and suffering from 

some part of the world. 

 

We’ve all had to work out how to cope 

with this constant challenge, but we 

are s+ll leF with the ‘face’ of Christ 

among the poor and disadvantaged. 

This pandemic has been a very hard 

+me for many people, financially, as 

well as in other ways, but a significant 

number of us find our bank balances 

considerably higher than they were a 

year ago. We haven’t been able to 

spend our money in the usual way. The 

Government has spent billions of 

pounds funding the furlough scheme 

etc. Previously, this money would have 

come out of our pockets. 

We are told that we need to ‘Build 

Back BeJer’. This is a good +me to 

think about how we can use our 

money beJer and equally importantly, 

how we can also use our +me and our 

talents beJer, in helpful and crea+ve 

ac+vi+es. The examples that Jesus 

gives in these verses are fairly simple 

things that most people can do. 

 

Prayer: Living God, help us to see you 

in the faces of the needy and the 

disadvantaged and to respond as we 

would to you. 

 

Ac+on: Help to ‘Build Back BeJer’ 

using our +me, money and talents 

 

Tuesday Apr 27: Norman Smith 

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did 

we see you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or needing clothes or sick or 

in prison, and did not help you?’ 

 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did not do for one of the 

least of these, you did not do for me.’ 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giFs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera+ons and cultures  

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 

s+ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 

Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 

Facebook page.   

Between now and the end of Summer we 

an+cipate a relaxing of restric+ons which 

means many church groups will be able to 

restart.  It is highly likely groups will be 

looking for new people to help.  

 

Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week 

to help with the coffee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the 

banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or 

reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round 

the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church 

family to have an ac+ve role. What will yours be?  

Since being with us for the past year we are 

pleased to announce that Sarah is moving on to 

be minister of her own church aFer the 

congrega+on of Stonehaven Carronside voted 

unanimously in her favour!  Her induc+on is to 

take place on Thursday 3rd June in Carronside. 

Due to Covid restric+ons we are not yet able to 

say whether visitors will be able to aJend.  

Please keep Sarah and her new congrega+on in your prayers at this +me.   
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told, in memory of her.” 

MaJhew 26: 12 – 13 

 

Like many people during the 

pandemic I have been watching 

copious amounts of television.  I am 

geDng reacquainted with familiar 

actors and discovering new ones.  So, 

it is not surprising that in reading 

today’s passage I quickly came to see 

the unnamed woman as an actress in 

a leading role.  Jesus declared that 

whenever His story was played out 

she would be part of that story.  

Perhaps there were not a huge 

number of female parts in the 

recorded version of the story, but 

those parts were significant and 

profound for Chris+an readers 

throughout the ages. 

 

The unnamed women, like most 

unnamed characters in the record, 

are meant to represent us.  We are 

the person interac+ng with Jesus.  

Wow, that sure takes one’s breath 

away!  What we have done to/for/

with Jesus will be remembered and 

spoken about as part of the good 

news proclaimed to the whole world.  

Along with the unnamed women we 

prepare Jesus for burial when we 

acknowledge the injus+ces in our 

world for it was injus+ces that had 

him killed. 

 

The early church quickly recognized 

the men whom Jesus had 

commissioned to lead his new family.  

We have inherited the likes of James 

and John, Peter and Andrew.   But 

leadership skills did not make them 

more important to the church and to 

Jesus.  The unnamed woman was also 

to be remembered and given equal 

importance in the story of the 

redemp+on of crea+on.  So with us, 

we do not have to be ministers or 

elders or deacons or organists to 

shine for God.  Whether we are on 

stage, in the wings or taking our turn 

in the audience we all have a role in 

being Christ alive for our world.  We 

may not get leading role glory or even 

much stage recogni+on in this 

life+me, but Jesus knows and He will 

use our role as an integral part in 

building his church. 

 

Prayer: To the Creator, our heavenly 

inspira+on and friend, we pray for 

understanding so that we might see 

our role and accept it, as your church 

ventures out.  We pray for our 

leaders, both spiritual and poli+cal, 

during these days of uncertainty.  We 

pray for our medical teams.  We pray 

for the ill, the recovering and the 

bereaved.  We pray for our world. 

Amen   

 

Ac+on: Know that you have a giF.  

Know that it is important.  Use it as 

the light God means it to be to bring 

hope in the weirdness of today. 
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 “Then they will go away to eternal 

punishment, but the righteous to 

eternal life.” MaJhew 25: 44 – 46 

 

An interes+ng feature of Chris+an 

Faith is we are never off the clock. 

How we act on Sunday or when 

engaged in church ac+vity should be 

no different to how we act at home or 

when we think no one is looking. 

Neither should social status be an 

issue or mo+va+on by what is in it for 

us. If we believe that every single 

human being is made in the image of 

God then we should treat each person 

exactly the same. Irrespec+ve of race, 

status, wealth, beauty, power, or any 

other measure. Jesus’ hearers who 

lived in a caste like society struggled 

with this thinking, yet he was 

unwilling to compromise. If you read 

the last line above you will see he 

pulls no punches.  

 

Prayer: Father we are all your 

children. Even though this world 

ascribes different values to different 

people, we are all the same. We are 

all recipients of your generosity, love 

and grace. Thank you for that.  

 

Ac+on: How will being reminded of 

this change the way you treat people 

today?  

 

Wednesday Apr 28: Mary Macleod 

RiveD 

When Jesus had finished saying all 

these things, he said to his disciples, 

“As you know, the Passover is two 

days away—and the Son of Man will 

be handed over to be crucified.” 

Then the chief priests and the elders 

of the people assembled in the palace 

of the high priest, whose name was 

Caiaphas, and they schemed to arrest 

Jesus secretly and kill him.  “But not 

during the fes+val,” they said, “or 

there may be a riot among the 

people.” MaJhew 26: 1 – 5 

 

As we read through this chapter of 

MaJhew, we’re looking at the events 

that we remembered during the 

weeks approaching Easter.  MaJhew 

emphasises that, although the 

disciples really couldn’t, or wouldn’t, 

grasp it, Jesus warned them a number 

of +mes about what was to happen.  

There is a terrible, overwhelming 

inevitability to the approach of Jesus’ 

death, that is emphasised here by the 

gospel writer showing how the priests 

and elders were conspiring even as 

Jesus was warning his friends.   

Some+mes, in our lives as well, we 

can see events approaching. No 

maJer how liJle we want them to 

come, no maJer how painful the 

process is, we can’t stop what’s 

coming. There are things we just have 

to go through, paths that we just have 

to walk, as Jesus had to go through 

the end of his life. God promises, 

though, that Jesus walks with us every 

step of the way, that Jesus has been 

through these things before, that as 

we suffer and as we are tempted, he 



4 

 

is alongside us, suppor+ng us and 

carrying us. And, in the end, 

everything, no maJer how dreadful, 

no maJer how painful, works 

together for the good of those who 

love the Lord. 

 

Prayer: Father God, life can be 

unbearable some+mes, please give 

me your strength to bear it. In grief 

and joy, in gain and loss, you are 

walking with me, keeping me, 

sustaining me. Help me to know your 

presence, help me to feel your love 

and grace, and help me to trust in 

your joy and redemp+on. When I 

meet people who are suffering, give 

me your words and reassurance for 

them, I pray. Amen 

 

Ac+on: pray for someone you know 

who has suffered a loss this year. If 

you happen to bump into them, stop 

for a chat. 

 

Thursday Apr 29: David Moodie 

While Jesus was in Bethany in the 

home of Simon the Leper, a woman 

came to him with an alabaster jar of 

very expensive perfume, which she 

poured on his head as he was 

reclining at the table. 

MaJhew 26: 6 – 7 

 

There is a lot of symbolism in this act. 

For one thing, offering a guest 

perfume was a huge sign of 

hospitality. In a world without running 

water, perfume was one of the easiest 

ways to allow people to ‘freshen up’ 

aFer a long day. 

 

But more than that, it’s speculated 

that this perfume was one used 

specifically in funeral rituals. The kind 

you would anoint a body with. 

Whether she knows it or not, this 

woman is performing an act of 

mourning. She pre-emp+ng what is 

going to happen to Jesus, and through 

this act of kindness, she is honouring 

the sacrifice he would make. 

 

“Ac+ons speak louder than words” is 

how the saying goes. Some+mes 

ac+ons can communicate more than 

we realise. Our acts of kindness can 

have implica+ons far beyond what we 

realise. 

 

Prayer: Loving God, help me to show 

kindness today. May my ac+ons speak 

loudly, communica+ng good news to 

the people around me. 

 

Ac+on: Let you ac+ons speak for you 

today. 

 

Friday Apr 30: David Moodie 

When the disciples saw this, they 

were indignant. “Why this waste?” 

they asked. “This perfume could have 

been sold at a high price and the 

money given to the poor.” 

MaJhew 26: 8 – 9 

 

The disciples had a point. That 
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perfume was worth thousands in our 

money. Given as a dona+on it could 

have gone a long way. As we’ll see 

tomorrow this expensive act had a 

good reason, but not every expense is 

so jus+fied. As people living in the 21st 

century we oFen lead incredibly 

wasteful lifestyles. We consume things 

in ways that are unnecessary, which 

leads to more waste, more pollu+on, 

and an increasingly heavy burden on 

the environment. And it is the poorest 

in our world who are leF to pick up 

the tab. 

 

The disciples weren’t wrong to ask 

that ques+on, and we should ask it to. 

Is this consump+on necessary? Will it 

help the poorest in our world? And is 

there a way our resources could be 

put to a beJer use? 

 

Prayer: Generous God, you have 

blessed and entrusted me with so 

many things. Help me to be a good 

steward of all that you have given. 

Help me to consume responsibly and 

know when to make sacrifices for the 

benefit of others. 

 

Ac+on: As you make decisions today - 

about what to buy, how to travel, 

what to eat - keep in mind how it will 

affect others, especially people in 

poverty. 

Saturday May 1: Norman Smith  

Aware of this, Jesus said to them, 

“Why are you bothering this woman? 

She has done a beau+ful thing to me. 

The poor you will always have with 

you, but you will not always have me. 

MaJhew 26: 10 – 11 

 

If you look hard enough you can 

always find a reason to cri+cise. Yes, 

the perfume could have been sold, yes 

that money would be used to help the 

poor. Yet that doesn’t take away from 

the woman’s sacrifice because there 

was generosity and love in the act 

itself. Jesus rebukes what is essen+ally 

small, minded peDness coming from 

the disciples. Even though something 

is not done that way you want it to be 

or done outside your control, can you 

appreciate it for what it is? Can you 

find beauty around you even when 

you are annoyed?  

 

Prayer: Father, I freely admit I like to 

control the world around me. I freely 

also admit I really don’t control the 

world! Your will be done in earth as it 

is in heaven. Help me to appreciate 

beauty in even the smallest act 

especially those outside my control.  

 

Ac+on: Take a breath before you 

cri+cise anyone today.  

 

Sunday May 2: Caroline Lockerbie 

When she poured this perfume on my 

body, she did it to prepare me for 

burial. Truly I tell you, wherever this 

gospel is preached throughout the 

world, what she has done will also be 


