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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

Acts of Random Kindness  
Faith in Jesus works itself out through 

how we live amongst others. How we 

prac%ce faith is the single most powerful 

way we have of demonstra%ng faith to 

others. What will you do this week for 

someone else?  Phone / Go Walking 

Together / Get Messages... 

For more info about anything in the Bulle'n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Pray it forward 
We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 

for. Are you willing to spend some %me at home praying 

for other people? If you are you will be given a list of 

people to pray for on a weekly basis. You may know 

them, you may not, they will all be part of our church 

family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry team know if 

you will be part of the prayer team.  

Pray together 
Thursday June 10th at 7pm on Zoom 
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 

together for those we know and the world we live in. You 

will need a pen, some paper and a candle.  

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 16th May 2021 

 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee%ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee%ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

WELCOME BACK! 
in person | on Zoom 

on Facebook | on Youtube 
 

Welcome to church this Sunday morning 

where we gather as a community rooted 

in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in 

person or online everyone is welcome to 

share in the worship experience together.  

 

One body made of many parts we gather 

from all over the UK and beyond to affirm 

anew our faith in Jesus.  

  

If gathering in the building, please follow 

the guidance of the Welcome Team who 

will help you navigate your way around 

what we can and cannot do in terms of 

worship. Things might be a bit different 

from what you are used to. Please be 

pa%ent and arrive early. 

 

Services will be different 

 

For Everyone 

Yes to worshipping God  

Yes to mee%ng & joining others  

Yes to praying  

Yes to gathering round the word 

Yes to hearing the word opened up 

Yes to being inspired to honour Jesus with 

our lives 

 

For those in the building 

Yes to wearing a mask 

Yes to social distancing  

No to siEng where you always sat 

No to siEng within 2 meters of others 

No to singing hymns   



Monday May 10: Sarah Smith 

Then Jesus told them, “This very night 

you will all fall away on account of me, 

for it is wriGen: “‘I will strike the 

shepherd, and the sheep of the flock 

will be scaGered.’ But aKer I have 

risen, I will go ahead of you into 

Galilee.” Peter replied, “Even if all fall 

away on account of you, I never will.” 

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this 

very night, before the rooster crows, 

you will disown me three %mes.” 

But Peter declared, “Even if I have to 

die with you, I will never disown you.” 

And all the other disciples said the 

same. MaGhew 26: 31 – 35 

 

This is not easy for the disciples to 

hear. They are basically told they will 

fall away from Jesus. Peter does not 

receive this news well, and says that 

he will be exempt from this happening 

to him. He thinks that he is good 

enough to not follow the way of the 

other disciples. He becomes over-

confident, which is dangerous. It is 

good to be confident, but when Peter 

thinks he is above what Jesus says in 

this passage. It is a reminder to remain 

humble, and always be open to 

teaching from Jesus, and take on what 

he says.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, you are always 

teaching us. May we keep our ears and 

eyes open to your teachings, and listen 

and follow what you teach us. You lead 

us out of your love for us, so may we 

remember this as we con%nue to 

follow you. Amen 

 

Ac%on: Be willing to listen and learn 

 

Tuesday May 11: Norman Smith 

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a 

place called Gethsemane, and he said 

to them, “Sit here while I go over there 

and pray.” He took Peter and the two 

sons of Zebedee along with him, and 

he began to be sorrowful and 

troubled. Then he said to them, “My 

soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to 

the point of death. Stay here and keep 

watch with me.” MaGhew 26: 36 – 38 

 

Being alone when facing hardship is an 

excep%onally difficult thing, more so 

when you are the only one who truly 

understands what is ahead of you. 

Even Jesus when faced with imminent 

arrest and crucifixion sought company 

with friends. What do you think it was 

like for these three Apostles to see 

Jesus like this? What do you think it 

says about Jesus that the Messiah was 

willing to let 3 human beings see him 

like this?  

 

When %mes are difficult airs and 

graces go out the window; people see 

us as we really are. It’s both a moment 

of vulnerability and immense trust 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Between now and the end of Summer we 

an%cipate a relaxing of restric%ons which 

means many church groups will be able to 

restart.  It is highly likely groups will be 

looking for new people to help.  

 

Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week 

to help with the coffee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the 

banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or 

reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round 

the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church 

family to have an ac%ve role. What will yours be? Have a look at this list and see 

if there is anything you want to try out.  

Email/Phone/Talk to Norman or Dan if you want to volunteer.  

Since being with us for 

the past year we are 

pleased to announce that Sarah is moving on to 

be minister of her own church aKer the 

congrega%on of Stonehaven Carronside voted 

unanimously in her favour!  Her induc%on is to 

take place on Thursday 3rd June in Carronside. 

Please keep Sarah and her new congrega%on in 

your prayers at this %me.   

Farewell Sarah! 

[]  Gardening  

[] Coffee Morning  

[] Community Lunch  

[] Men’s Breakfast 

[] Granton Goes Greener 

[] Sewing Classes 

[] Banner Group  

[] Indoor Bowls  

[] Home Group  

[] House Group  

[] Boys’ Brigade  

[] Mee%ng for Prayer 

[] Pray it forward 

[] ACORN Group 

[] Magic Carpet 

[] Administra%on 

[] Maintenance  

[] Tech Team  

[] Music (Choir / Instrument) 

[] Reading @ Services  

[] Prayer @ Services  

[] Other………………  
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For the past 3 years Peter walked with 

Jesus, soaking in his teaching, seeing 

how Jesus lived, seeing how Jesus 

expected his followers to live. 

Essen%ally, Peter should have known 

beGer. Where was the teaching about 

revenge or how to treat your 

enemies? 

 

It is only when in the moment that 

our reac%ons show how we truly feel 

and what our mo%va%ons truly are. 

Peter is a good example that we must 

always be on our guard to keep God 

in the moment. If we don’t we may 

end up doing just what Peter did! 

 

Prayer: Father, you know my heart. 

You know how I am a walking 

contradic%on between what I want to 

do and what I do do. Give me strength 

and self control to show others you 

are the one I follow. 

 

Ac%on: And breathe…. And breathe 

again…. When you feel your emo%ons 

rising today… And breathe…. 

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giKs that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera%ons and cultures  

As part of your training to become a minister you undertake 

church us aGachments before a lengthier proba%on placement. 

Having been with for the past year it is now %me for Mary to move on to the 

next stage of her training with a proba%on placement at Stlateford Longstone 

Parish Church. AKer this she will be a fully qualified  Ordained Local Minister 

(OLM). OLM’s  perform the same func%on as Full-Time Ministers except they 

are part %me. We wish to thank Mary for her %me here amongst us and wish 

her all the best for the next stage of her training. Mary’s last Sunday with us will 

be 30th May.  

Moving On 

Who have you invited 

to worship today?  
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because all pretence is removed. If 

God himself was willing to be like this 

amongst his friends, should we not?  

 

Prayer: Father, grant me the good 

fortune to be surrounded by people I 

can trust when things are tough and I 

need help. May I in turn be that 

person to others who need it! 

 

Ac%on: Open yourself to the 

vulnerability of others and recognise 

how blessed you are to have other 

people you can trust.  

 

Wednesday May 12: Anne Macintosh 

Going a liGle farther, he fell with his 

face to the ground and prayed, “My 

Father, if it is possible, may this cup 

be taken from me. Yet not as I will, 

but as you will.” MaGhew 26: 39 

 

The Bible indicates that much about 

the life and death of Jesus Christ was 

foreordained and known long before 

it actually happened. Jesus knew this 

and had been teaching his disciples 

for some %me that God’s plan was for 

him to be crucified. Yet here, he is 

asking God the Father to change his 

plan “if it is possible”. 

 

I have always thought this passage 

(and many others) is tricky to 

understand with my layman’s 

knowledge. With this in mind, I always 

think that it is one of those things you 

just have to take on faith - that God 

knew what he was doing, and Jesus 

trusted Him. We need to do the same 

and trust him with our lives. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, We know that 

when our lives are comfortable and 

safe it is easy to trust you. Remind us 

that we can also trust you when we 

are going through %mes of 

uncertainty. Help us to grow in that 

trust, knowing that you want the best 

for us. Amen 

 

Ac%on: Are we ready to trust God 

with the plans He has for us? 

 

Thursday May 13: Mary Macleod 

Rive? 

When he came back, he again found 

them sleeping, because their eyes 

were heavy. So he leK them and went 

away once more and prayed the third 

%me, saying the same thing. 

MaGhew 26: 43 – 44 

 

The Garden of Gethsemane is where 

we see Jesus at his most desperate 

and distressed. That’s frightening for 

us, but it’s also reassuring. Jesus was 

praying here for God to find any other 

possible way, any other possible path, 

so that he didn’t have to go through 

what was ahead. And he didn’t ask it 

once, he asked it three %mes and his 

prayer wasn’t answered. While he 

was going through this, his closest 

friends just fell asleep.  

 

Lots of us live with unanswered 
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prayers. These can be the hardest 

things in our lives, prayed at %mes 

when it seems like God is just not 

there. In grief, in agony of mind or 

body, in despera%on, we pray not to 

have to walk the path before us, and 

we get no answer.  Jesus didn’t either, 

but he s%ll said ‘not my will, but yours 

be done, Father’.  It’s OK to be afraid, 

it’s OK to be angry, and above all it’s 

OK to take it all to God, and keep 

taking it to God.   

 

Prayer: Father, help me to be honest 

with you about my pain and my anger, 

about the stuff that’s wrong in my life 

and others’ lives. Some%mes I’m 

outraged that you don’t do something 

to intervene. Help me to trust your 

will even when things are hardest and 

I have to walk on paths I really don’t 

want, and help me, eventually, to 

understand. For your glory, not mine. 

Amen 

 

Ac%on: think about people you know 

who are going through a hard %me 

now, and pray for them and with 

them. Try not to fall asleep. 

 

Friday May 14: David Moodie 

Then he returned to the disciples and 

said to them, “Are you s%ll sleeping 

and res%ng? Look, the hour has come, 

and the Son of Man is delivered into 

the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! 

Here comes my betrayer!” 

MaGhew 26: 45 – 46 

You have to feel for Jesus in this 

moment. For a divine being, he had a 

very human dependence on others in 

his life. He was raised by human 

parents who taught him to walk, read 

and speak. He counted on the 

generosity of people like Mary and 

Martha for food and shelter as he 

travelled. And he looked to his 

disciples for company and 

companionship all through his 

Ministry. But as well as experiencing 

all the benefits of relying on others, 

Jesus also experienced its downside, 

the horrible feeling when someone 

lets you down. 

 

It's easy to cri%cise the Disciples. 

Surely on this most important of 

nights they could have just stayed up 

with Jesus? But the truth is we can 

oKen fall asleep to others needs. All of 

us can find ourselves moved when we 

hear about people's suffering, only to 

move on and forget about it just a 

short %me later. We tune out and 

move on. The problem with this is 

that most problems, from global 

crises to family drama, can't be fixed 

in an aKernoon, they take %me and 

commitment. So we need to be 

disciplined and not fall asleep to 

needs of others. It can be hard, but 

when we keep our eyes open, we are 

able to stay focused and make an 

impact. 

 

Prayer: Living God, help me to do the 

hard work of paying aGen%on to the 
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needs of others. When I am tempted 

to look away, give me the strength 

and endurance I need to stay awake 

with Jesus. 

 

Ac%on: Today, make sure you are fully 

awake and aware of what is going on 

around you. If something seems 

wrong or amiss, pay aGen%on to it. 

Then ask God if there's anything you 

can do about it. 

 

Saturday May 15: Sarah Smith 

While he was s%ll speaking, Judas, one 

of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a 

large crowd armed with swords and 

clubs, sent from the chief priests and 

the elders of the people. Now the 

betrayer had arranged a signal with 

them: “The one I kiss is the man; 

arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, 

Judas said, “Gree%ngs, Rabbi!” and 

kissed him. MaGhew 26: 47 – 49 

 

It is interes%ng to see how this crowd, 

sent from the chief priests and elders 

responded to the threat of Jesus, and 

his teachings. Here is a man who has 

been teaching the importance of love, 

forgiveness, grace, and kindness, and 

they show up with Judas with swords 

and clubs. The message of Jesus is one 

that went against so much of what 

people had known, because it undoes 

power structures, and those in power 

did not like that. Feeling threatened 

causes these people to respond in 

ways they know, with brute force, so 

they come ready to respond to this 

threat. Jesus promoted peace, and 

people felt more threatened by that, 

because it was a foreign concept. The 

invita%on for us to get comfortable 

with being uncomfortable and 

challenged.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, you teach love, 

grace, mercy, and kindness, yet we 

respond in fear, because we like 

having power, and yet, you remind us 

that to follow you, we need to humble 

ourselves and serve others. Help us to 

live our lives serving others and loving 

others. Amen 

 

Ac%on: Do one thing outside of your 

comfort zone 

 

Sunday May 16: Norman Smith 

Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, 

friend.” Then the men stepped 

forward, seized Jesus and arrested 

him. With that, one of Jesus’ 

companions reached for his sword, 

drew it out and struck the servant of 

the high priest, cuEng off his ear. 

MaGhew 26: 50 – 51 

 

History aGributes this moment to 

Peter, it certainly fits what we know of 

his character. Hot headed, passionate, 

deeply commiGed as a friend is it any 

surprise he lashes out when his closest 

friend is arrested on charges Peter 

knew to be untrue? A very human 

reac%on that he should not have 

done! Why?  

 


