
8 

 

If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Minister:   

Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 

   0131 551 2159 

 

Session Clerk:  

Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  

   0131 467 4239 

 

Parish Assistants:  

David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 

   0785 663 0956  

Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 

 

 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 

   alan@granton.org.uk 

Communications  

   Chas Macintosh  

   chas @granton.org.uk 

   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral  
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle$n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

All of us need to take !me out of every-

day life to pause and reflect. For hun-

dreds of years Chris!ans have spent !me 

in nature as a way to pray and to recon-

nected with God. And we are no different. Join us on the 

19th June to take an hour to walk outdoors and spend 

that !me    pausing and reflec!ng. We will send out some 

prayer cards to help to think and focus. 

Unlike in previous years where we have all gathered in 

one central loca!on, this year we will be taking our own 

routes, walking in our local area in households or small 

groups. This is of course due to restric!ons, but the ad-

vantage is that anyone, anywhere, can join in. At 2pm all 

of us will set off at the exact same !me for an hour of 

reflec!on. We may not be physically together, but we will 

be together in spirit and prayer. 

Then at 5pm on the same day we will have a catch up 

Zoom Call where we can talk about our walks and any 

experiences we had. Please take pictures so we can share 

all our different walks. h4ps://zoom.us/j/98212078010?

pwd=cGM0akh6SFhxcUNJL0tVcHkwcFdIQT09 If you can’t 

make the scheduled walk, we hope you can catch up later 

on the Zoom call. 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 6th June 2021 

 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 

 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

 Then enter # 

 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  

 Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

WELCOME BACK! 
in person | on Zoom 

on Facebook | on Youtube 
 

Welcome to church this Sunday morning 

where we gather as a community rooted 

in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in 

person or online everyone is welcome to 

share in the worship experience together.  

 

One body made of many parts we gather 

from all over the UK and beyond to affirm 

anew our faith in Jesus.  

  

If gathering in the building, please follow 

the guidance of the Welcome Team who 

will help you navigate your way around 

what we can and cannot do in terms of 

worship. Things might be a bit different 

from what you are used to. Please be 

pa!ent and arrive early. 

 

Pray together 
 

Thursday June 10th at 7pm on Zoom 

Join with others online as we spend an 

hour praying together for those we know 

and the world we live in. You will need a 

pen, some paper and a candle. The Zoom 

link is the same as that for the Sunday 

service and can be found below.  
 

Wednesday Lunch 
 

Come along to the West Hall of the church 

from noon !ll 1pm for a community lunch. 

3 courses for £3 this is the best lunch you 

will have all week? 
 

Thursday Coffee 
 

Back of the church from 10am !ll 

11am every Thursday. A chance to 

meet and chat with your friends.  

 

(Social Distancing and Masks Required) 



Monday May 31: Norman Smith 

But the chief priests and the elders 

persuaded the crowd to ask for 

Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 

“Which of the two do you want me to 

release to you?” asked the governor. 

“Barabbas,” they answered. 

Ma4hew 27: 20 – 21 

 

A known murderer vs a popular 

prophet. Pernicious Chief Priests/

Elders vs an easily led crowd. Jesus 

fate was se4led by people whose 

mo!ve was pre4y poor, clinging onto 

power. How could the God’s son, 

whose birth was heralded by choirs of 

angels be reduced to this? We should 

always remember that God allowed 

this to happen and as strange as it may 

appear to us, this was the desired 

outcome. Jesus came here to die. Only 

when we stand before God at the end 

of !me will we see how this all truly 

fits together. At that point the reality 

of God dying for us, sacrificing his life 

so that we could enjoy new life with 

God, become clear.  

 

Prayer: Father your love is amazing. 

Every !me I think of Jesus dying for us 

I think why? Why do you consider me 

so valuable that you would do this? I 

don’t really understand, I just want to 

say thank you. 

 

Ac!on: Pause and remember. Jesus 

came to earth to die for you.  

 

Tuesday Jun 1: Stuart Mitchell 

“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who 

is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 

“Why? What crime has he 

commi4ed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, 

“Crucify him!” Ma4hew 27: 22 – 23 

 

“Why? What crime has he 

commi4ed?” This very ques!on shows 

that Pilate is convinced of Jesus’ 

innocence, but it a4ested also to 

Pilate's cowardice. He was genuinely 

frightened by the anger and the cries 

of the crowd and the priests, but had 

not the courage of his convic!ons to 

resist them. We find from Luke 23:22 

that he resorted to sugges!ng a milder 

punishment— “I will chas!se, Him, 

and let Him go;” but the sugges!on 

itself showed his weakness, and 

therefore fearing public disgrace, loss 

of status and ul!mately loss of power 

he caved in to their demands.  

 

Neither Pilate nor his prosecutors 

could find that he had done any 

wrongdoings. Had he done any against 

God? No: he always did those things 

that pleased God. Had he done any 

against the authori!es? No: as he did 

himself, so he taught others to render 

to Caesar the things that were 
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Between now and the end of Summer we 

an!cipate a relaxing of restric!ons which 

means many church groups will be able to 

restart.  It is highly likely groups will be 

looking for new people to help.  

 

Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week 

to help with the coffee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the 

banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or 

reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round 

the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church 

family to have an ac!ve role. What will yours be? Have a look at this list and see 

if there is anything you want to try out.  

Email/Phone/Talk to Norman or Dan if you want to volunteer.  

[]  Gardening  

[] Coffee Morning  

[] Community Lunch  

[] Men’s Breakfast 

[] Granton Goes Greener 

[] Sewing Classes 

[] Banner Group  

[] Indoor Bowls  

[] Home Group  

[] Zoom Bible Study Groups   

[] Boys’ Brigade  

[] Mee!ng for Prayer 

[] Pray it forward 

[] ACORN Group 

[] Magic Carpet 

[] Administra!on 

[] Maintenance  

[] Tech Team  

[] Music (Choir / Instrument) 

[] Reading @ Services  

[] Prayer @ Services  

[] Other………………  

highest ideals of God’s love for 

crea!on. 

 

Prayer: We who worship Jesus as King 

know that not everyone sees Him that 

way.  God help us to be the kind of 

people who live out our beliefs so 

that we might be the light that leads 

others to a way of jus!ce and peace.  

While our passage today ended with 

death please give us the courage to 

con!nue beyond it to a place of hope: 

for resurrec!on and new life. 

Ac!on: Look for God in the policies 

and prac!ses of government and 

church.  If you don’t see any evidence 

(Continued from page 6) 
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that grace may I extend it to others. 

Help me to never become blind to 

suffering or the fate of my fellow 

humans. 

 

Ac!on: Recognise what you can do to 

aid people around you.  

 

Sunday Jun 6: Caroline Lockerbie 

Above his head they placed the 

wri4en charge against him: THIS IS 

JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

Ma4hew 27: 37 

 

High on my list of things for which I 

am thankful is the Bible and in 

par!cular the incredible people who 

recorded for us their experiences, 

their insights, their understandings 

and their passions about our Creator 

God.  Each story is different just as 

each individual was different, but they 

all point us to the wondrous truth 

that is God. 

 

Ma4hew was keen to have us see 

Jesus as the powerful leader of the 

Church: God’s people ac!ve, caring 

and loving as they too told the story 

of God in their lives.  Like Luke, 

Ma4hew begins his account with the 

birth of Jesus.  Ma4hew’s famous 

na!vity focus was on the visita!on of 

the Wisemen.  They sought 

informa!on from Herod, the ruler of 

Pales!ne at the !me.  Herod was 

terrified that a new king would 

supplant him, so he ordered one of 

the most gruesome of murders, the 

killing of all the young boys in the 

area.  We know that Jesus escaped, 

but Ma4hew opened up for us a 

decades long conflict that would see 

Jesus pi4ed against those in authority 

all of his life.  On his death, the charge 

assigned was ‘being a King’.  In the 

end Herod did find his quarry.  It was 

a different Herod that ordered Jesus’ 

death and he put the blame on the 

Jewish leaders, but both were 

representa!ve of the authority figures 

of all socie!es: government and 

spiritual.  Of course not all people in 

authority are evil or opposed to God’s 

love, but Ma4hew never lets us forget 

that Jesus opposed all the injus!ce he 

saw in his society and con!nues, 

through us, to oppose injus!ce in our 

own. 

 

One aspect of this story that has 

always bugged me was how the 

simple Roman soldiers knew to put up 

a sign referring to Jesus as King of 

Jews.  They likely had very li4le to do 

with the Jewish community, but 

rumour and gossip probably led them 

to see Jesus as a suspicious character.  

Calling him the King of the Jews was a 

slur.  In the larger picture of 

Chris!anity one thing to focus on is 

how other people see us and perceive 

what we stand for as it can have 

drama!c consequences.  For people 

who speak of love we must make sure 

the nature of our words and ac!ons 

represent to those around us the 
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Caesar’s. Had he done any against the 

public peace? No.  

 

Having no case against Jesus, Pilate 

urged him to clear himself, the Jews 

however were so bent upon the death 

of Jesus, that Pilate knew it would be 

dangerous for him to refuse their 

request. Pilate’s struggle shows the 

power of conscience even on the 

most powerful of men. 

 

With this in mind, we must keep God 

at the forefront of our decision 

making; we must let him guide us. In 

doing so we will listen to the s!ll, 

powerful voice of reason and do what 

is right and not be swayed by the 

baying voices of the crowd. Not an 

easy thing to do but then who ever 

said being a Chris!an is easy?  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, Grant me clarity 

of thought when weighing up any 

tough decisions. Guide me to act 

appropriately and wisely.  

 

Ac!on: Listen for that s!ll, powerful 

voice of reason and do not rush in to 

making a major decision without 

considering all the possible 

consequences. Avoid simply trying to 

please the crowd. 

 

Wednesday Jun 2: David Moodie 

When Pilate saw that he was ge]ng 

nowhere, but that instead an uproar 

was star!ng, he took water and 

washed his hands in front of the 

crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s 

blood,” he said. “It is your 

responsibility!” 

All the people answered, “His blood is 

on us and on our children!” 

Then he released Barabbas to them. 

But he had Jesus flogged, and handed 

him over to be crucified. 

Ma4hew 27: 24 – 26 

 

This is a verse with a long and dark 

history. That line “His blood is on us 

and on our children!” has been used 

through the centuries to jus!fy the 

persecu!on of Jews by Chris!ans. It 

contributed to the an!semi!c idea 

that all Jews can he held responsible 

for the death of Jesus and so are fair 

game for a4ack. This “blood curse” 

played a big role in crimes such as the 

expulsion of Jews from England in 

1290, and even influenced the horrors 

of the 20
th

 century. 

 

But this is an appalling reading of 

scripture. For one thing, Jesus was 

Jewish and never once renounced his 

heritage. For another, it was Jesus 

himself who challenged the idea that 

children are responsible for the sins of 

their parents (See John chapter 9). But 

perhaps most of all, it’s a terrible 

reading of scripture because it lets 

Pilate off the hook. Pilate made a big 

song and dance about how this wasn’t 

his decision, he literally washed his 

hands clean, but in the end, Jesus died 

on a Roman Cross, with Roman nails, 

hammered by Roman Soldiers. 
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Whether he wanted it or not, Pilate 

was responsible.  

 

People in power love it when they can 

wash their hands of responsibili!es. If 

there’s a group of people you can 

scapegoat that’s great. If there is 

already unpopular minority you can 

pin the blame on, even be4er! But we 

shouldn’t let them. When we see 

someone in power trying to do unjust 

acts on our behalf, or against some 

demonised group, we have a 

responsibility to stand up and say, 

‘not in my name’. We must never let 

the Pilate’s of the world wash their 

hands. 

 

Pray: Lord, reading through the trial of 

Jesus it is hard not to be shocked and 

affronted by the many ways that 

jus!ce was denied. From trumped up 

charged, to poli!cians shirking 

responsibility, it is a powerful 

reminder of how unjust our world can 

be. Help me to be a person who acts 

justly, who treats others fairly, and 

who uses their voice to speak up for 

the downtrodden. May we build a 

world where trials like this can never 

happen again. 

 

Ac!on: Follow Jesus’s advice today, 

“be as shrewd as snakes and as 

innocent as doves.”  

 

Thursday Jun 3: Mary Macleod Rive= 

Then the governor’s soldiers took 

Jesus into the Praetorium and 

gathered the whole company of 

soldiers around him. They stripped 

him and put a scarlet robe on him, 

and then twisted together a crown of 

thorns and set it on his head. They put 

a staff in his right hand. Then they 

knelt in front of him and mocked him. 

“Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 

They spit on him, and took the staff 

and struck him on the head again and 

again. A^er they had mocked him, 

they took off the robe and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him 

away to crucify him. 

Ma4hew 27: 27 – 31 

 

Telling the truth led to mockery and 

death for Jesus.  Truth is what we ask 

of others, but some!mes we’re afraid 

to tell it ourselves – it feels easier to 

tell a lie and avoid the consequences 

of truth.  We can be afraid of 

mockery, afraid to cause hurt, afraid 

to be rejected. We long for a quiet 

life.  It o^en takes more courage to 

tell the truth than it does to lie.  It can 

be terrifying to be truthful and it can 

be terrifying to hear the truth. But 

unless we tell the truth, nothing will 

change in our lives, our rela!onships 

or our society. 

 

Prayer: Loving Father, give me the 

courage to be truthful, I pray, because 

I am o^en fearful.  Give me also your 

grace to be loving in how I tell the 

truth, and your wisdom to know when 

to hold silence.  All these things are 

beyond me, but you, Lord, have 
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infinite wisdom, love and courage and 

I pray that you would bless me with 

them. For your glory, Amen. 

 

Ac!on: next !me you feel tempted to 

tell a small lie, to avoid a difficulty, 

no!ce what you are doing and think of 

how you could honour God by 

responding differently. 

 

Friday Jun 4: Sarah Smith 

As they were going out, they met a 

man from Cyrene, named Simon, and 

they forced him to carry the cross.  

Ma4hew 27: 32 

 

A foreigner was picked to carry the 

cross. It was normal prac!ce for those 

who were being crucified to carry their 

own cross, yet here someone else is 

brought in to help carry the cross. 

Simon is not connected to Jesus, and 

probably didn’t want to be connected 

to this man who was accused of being 

a criminal and was on the way to his 

death. He had no choice in carrying 

the cross, but had he known who 

Jesus was, he might have been willing 

to carry the cross. We might not be 

asked to literally carry someone’s 

cross, but we can be looking out for 

those in our midst who need support, 

and need someone to help them carry 

the burden they are carrying.      

 

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for 

being our rock and support. Help us to 

be on the lookout for those around us 

who need support, and someone to 

walk beside them during difficult !mes 

in their lives. You created us to be in 

community and so may we support 

people in our communi!es, so that no 

one has to go it alone. Amen 

 

Ac!on: Who is someone you can 

support and help them carry their 

burden? 

 

Saturday Jun 5: Norman Smith 

They came to a place called Golgotha 

(which means “the place of the skull”). 

There they offered Jesus wine to drink, 

mixed with gall; but a^er tas!ng it, he 

refused to drink it. When they had 

crucified him, they divided up his 

clothes by cas!ng lots. And si]ng 

down, they kept watch over him 

there. Ma4hew 27: 33 – 36 

Reading these verses gives a glimpse 

into the callous nature of humanity 

such that a^er crucifying someone the 

guards were more concerned about 

gaining his possessions than anything 

else. Whomever these guards were, 

they had become oblivious to human 

suffering. Yet there is a lesson for us 

all here. When we stop no!cing 

inhumanity around us we too can 

become callous and uncaring. How 

many !mes do we switch of the news 

because we don’t want to see 

something or it upsets us when ea!ng 

our dinner?  

 

Prayer: Father by your grace I exist, by 

your grace I have hope in this world 

and for the world to come. As I receive 


