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If you have access to the internet, check 

www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 

to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 
 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 

receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

People have been asking how they can 

support the ongoing work of the 

congrega#on. Go to the website and look 

at the top of the page where you will see a 

Dona#on bu%on. Click it, then you will have a few 

op#ons from contac#ng the Treasurer and giving direct 

or via card or click on the Paypal bu%on. Your dona#on 

will help our church to keep making a posi#ve impact on 
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Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 
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Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 

 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle$n, 

snap the QR  

code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Cook-Inn' food bank is oper-

a#ng in our area. Up to once-

weekly fresh and / or pack-

aged food parcels, to be col-

lected; or delivered to those 

of low mobility. Special diets 

catered for on request. They 

can be texted on; 07531 436 

389, or messaged from the 

'Cook-Inn SE Scotland' facebook page. They are a not-for-

profit organisa#on, and receive no government funding. 

This allows them to give out fresh food as well as pack-

aged or #nned. It also allows us to give food bags to 

someone as o8en as they need - weekly is the norm.  If 

you know of someone who could use help please dial the 

number shown above.  

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 13th June 2021 

 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 

 

By telephone - just follow these steps:    

• Phone 0131 460 1196 

• Then enter the mee#ng ID : 982 2448 2457 

• Then enter # 

• Then enter the mee#ng password : 905841  

• Then enter # 

You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 

everyone as well if you wish. 

Small Groups 
Want to meet other people and explore faith together? If 

yes then this is for you. We have set up small groups that 

will meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you are 

interested in joining please contact Norman. His email is 

on the back page.   

The Marble Challenge  
There is a jar in the church that every #me you invite someone else to 

church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown there was a 

steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever to invite someone 

to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward a copy of this bulle#n.  

 

Help reach 100 marbles in June! 

Acts of Random Kindness  
Faith in Jesus works itself out through how we live amongst others. How 

we prac#ce faith is the single most powerful way we have of 

demonstra#ng faith to others. What will you do this week for someone 

else?  Phone / Go Walking Together / Get Messages... 



Monday Jun 7: Mary Macleod Rive4 

Two rebels were crucified with him, 

one on his right and one on his le8. 

Those who passed by hurled insults at 

him, shaking their heads and saying, 

“You who are going to destroy the 

temple and build it in three days, save 

yourself! Come down from the cross, if 

you are the Son of God!” Ma%hew 27: 

38 – 40 

This is an astonishing passage in the 

gospel because those who were 

mocking Jesus were telling a truth that 

we some#mes forget.  Jesus is the Son 

of God.  At any point, he could have 

come down from the cross.  He didn’t 

need to be there with criminals, dying 

in agony.  In each minute, he was 

making and con#nuing to make the 

decision to submit to the death that 

the human authori#es had imposed on 

him, the death that he had seen 

coming, the death that would redeem 

us. All we have and are comes from 

those ongoing moments of decision, as 

he gave his life as a gi8 to save us.  

 

Prayer: Loving Jesus, brother, 

redeemer, friend, thank you. Thank 

you for the moments of #me, one a8er 

another, when you gave up the life you 

lived as a human. Thank you for the 

price you paid for me, for us all.  Thank 

you for defea#ng death by going into 

and through human death. Thank you 

for the hope that your death gives us. 

Amen 

 

Ac#on: each day this week, try to find 

and note a different thing in your life 

to be grateful for. 

 

Tuesday Jun 8: David Moodie 

In the same way the chief priests, the 

teachers of the law and the elders 

mocked him. “He saved others,” they 

said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s 

the king of Israel! Let him come down 

now from the cross, and we will 

believe in him. He trusts in God. Let 

God rescue him now if he wants him, 

for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” In 

the same way the rebels who were 

crucified with him also heaped insults 

on him. Ma%hew 27: 41 – 44 

 

Isn’t it interes#ng, to the onlookers the 

sign that Jesus isn’t who he says he is, 

is that he won’t use his powers for to 

save himself? They think a real King 

would act in his self-interest and take 

care of number one. But to us, the sign 

that Jesus is who he says he is, is 

precisely that he doesn’t save himself. 

By sacrificing himself freely and 

without fight, Jesus shows us that He is 

the saviour of the world, the one who 

would give his life as a random for 

many. 

 

Earthly power is based on how much 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 

 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  

 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has gi8s that can be offered to God  

 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera#ons and cultures  

Between now and the end of Summer we 

an#cipate a relaxing of restric#ons which 

means many church groups will be able to 

restart.  It is highly likely groups will be 

looking for new people to help.  

 

Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week 

to help with the coffee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the 

banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or 

reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round 

the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church 

family to have an ac#ve role. What will yours be? Have a look at this list and see 

if there is anything you want to try out.  

Email/Phone/Talk to Norman or Dan if you want to volunteer.  

[]  Gardening  

[] Coffee Morning  

[] Community Lunch  

[] Men’s Breakfast 

[] Granton Goes Greener 

[] Sewing Classes 

[] Banner Group  

[] Indoor Bowls  

[] Home Group  

[] Zoom Bible Study Groups   

[] Boys’ Brigade  

[] Mee#ng for Prayer 

[] Pray it forward 

[] ACORN Group 

[] Magic Carpet 

[] Administra#on 

[] Maintenance  

[] Tech Team  

[] Music (Choir / Instrument) 

[] Reading @ Services  

[] Prayer @ Services  

[] Other………………  
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group that were more of a hinderance 

than a help to people building a 

rela#onship with God. In tearing apart 

the Temple curtain, God refuses to be 

put in a box, or to allow anyone to get 

in the way of his rela#onship with 

him. Jesus is now our High Priest, and 

he makes a rela#onship with God 

possible for absolutely anyone. God is 

out in the world – in the streets, in 

our homes, in our workplaces. He is in 

our churches and also in the dark 

places of this world. There is no 

barrier that Jesus has not already 

dealt with in his life, death and 

resurrec#on. Isn’t that wonderful? 

 

Today, reading this again two things 

stand our for me. Firstly, God will not 

hesitate to do a new thing to bring his 

plans to frui#on. What is the new 

thing that we may be being called to 

be part of – even if it means turning 

over our old, treasured tradi#ons? 

Secondly, years later Peter described 

the church as a ‘royal priesthood.’ 

That’s us, by the way – and in the 

Church of Scotland we believe in ‘the 

priesthood of all believers.’ So, are we 

making it easier for others to come 

into rela#onship with God, or are we 

geVng in their way? What 

metaphorical curtain is God tearing 

apart in our spiritual and religious 

life? 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for the 

sacrifice of our Lord, and great high 

priest, Jesus Christ, who makes it 

possible for us to come to you, just as 

we are. Thank you too that you refuse 

to allow anyone to come between 

you and the world that you love. Help 

us to make it easier for those we 

encounter to come to you too.  Amen 

 

Ac#on: When you open the curtains 

in the morning, take note of how that 

ac#on lets the light in. Ask God to 

show you where things might need a 

li%le more light. 

 

Wednesday Lunch 
 

Come along to the West Hall of the church 

from noon #ll 1pm for a community lunch. 

3 courses for £3 this is the best lunch you 

will have all week? 
 

Thursday Coffee 
 

Back of the church from 10am #ll 

11am every Thursday. A chance to 

meet and chat with your friends.  

 

(Social Distancing and Masks Required) 

 

Music Group 
 

Enjoy singing but don’t get the chance?  

 

Join the singing group! 

 

We are not allowed to sing as a church 

but we are allowed to sing in the church 

as a singing group. If you want to sing we 

want to help you. Speak to Karen 

 

Play an Instrument 
Same as the singing group!  
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you can take, but Jesus showed that 

true power comes from what you are 

willing to give. 

 

Prayer: Gracious God, thank you that 

on the cross you gave us the ul#mate 

demonstra#on of love: a willingness 

to sacrifice everything for our sakes. 

We are grateful for everything you 

have given us and pray that we can be 

even a frac#on as generous as you 

have been. 

 

Ac#on: What can you give away 

today? 

 

Wednesday Jun 9: Sarah Smith 

From noon un#l three in the 

a8ernoon darkness came over all the 

land. Ma%hew 27: 45 

 

For three hours, all the land, not just 

that area, was covered in darkness. 

For those of us in Scotland, we are 

used to darkness coming close to 3 in 

the winter, but this darkness is 

different. It covers ALL the land, not 

just the area where Jesus was on the 

cross in Golgotha. Darkness is 

associated with grief, death, difficult 

#mes, and it is something that some, 

if not all of us, try to avoid or escape 

at points in our lives, because we 

don’t want to sit in the darkness. 

While we might try escape darkness in 

our lives, it is a part of every life, and 

we have to be willing to walk through 

the darkness instead of trying to 

outrun it.  

Prayer: Loving God, you gave your Son 

to us that we might have life 

abundant. While we have this 

amazing gi8, we also know that we 

will have to deal with loss and grief in 

our lives. In those #mes, remind us 

that we do not journey through those 

dark #mes alone, but you journey 

with us, and love and comfort us as 

we grieve. Help us to con#nue to keep 

journeying in both good and bad 

#mes. Amen 

 

Ac#on: Don’t outrun grief in your life, 

but allow it to be, and remember that 

it isn’t the end of the story.  

 

Thursday Jun 10: Norman Smith 

About three in the a8ernoon Jesus 

cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” (which means “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?”). Ma%hew 27: 46 

 

One of the great mysteries of faith is 

the trinity. Father, Son and Spirit 

exis#ng together as one being yet 

dis#nct. Trying to find human words 

to describe this has never been easy. 

This verse though offers a glimpse 

into one of the consequences Jesus 

experienced that directly impacted 

the trinity. This appears to be the first 

#me when Father, Son and Spirit were 

separated. Can you imagine the 

loneliness Jesus experienced as for 

the first #me ever he was alone? 

When we think of everything Jesus 

suffered we o8en think the physical 
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crucifixion was worst yet this was far 

worse.  

 

Prayer: Father, what you and Jesus 

and the Spirit went through for me 

astonishes me the more I think about 

it. That you would do that for me 

speaks so much of your loving nature. 

Thank you.  

 

Ac#on: Reach out today to someone 

who seems to be alone.  

 

Friday Jun 11: Mary Macleod Rive4 

When some of those standing there 

heard this, they said, “He’s calling 

Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran 

and got a sponge. He filled it with 

wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and 

offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest 

said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see 

if Elijah comes to save him.” 

Ma%hew 27: 47 – 49 

 

Jesus was dying, experiencing the pain 

of human death together with the 

experience of being separated from 

God, and he cried out to God. Here 

we see that some of the people 

around him, watching his suffering, 

s#ll thought that God might send a 

prophet to save him at the very last 

minute. They had mocked him, but 

they also knew that this was not a 

normal person on the cross and part 

of them hoped for a last-minute 

miracle, for proof of their hopes that 

he might have been the Messiah 

come to save.  It didn’t even occur to 

them that they might be saved in and 

through Jesus’ death, because the 

Jewish faith said that anyone who 

died on a tree was cursed, and the 

Roman Empire saw crucifixion as a 

humilia#ng death for slaves. 

Understanding would come much 

later. 

 

Prayer: Lord, there are many things in 

life which are impossible to 

understand at the #me. When events 

don’t work out as we hope, we 

assume that they have gone wrong. 

Help me to see your way and your 

will, help me to heal and to learn in 

the difficul#es and tragedies of life, 

when everything seems to have gone 

u%erly wrong. You show in your death 

that your will for our good is so much 

greater than the worst evil that the 

world can offer.  Amen 

 

Ac#on: Because we life in a sinful and 

damaged world, we all have griefs and 

tragedies in our lives. If you can, talk 

to someone close to you about one of 

them, or write about it. How did it 

change you and what might God 

teach you in it? 

 

Saturday Jun 12: David Moodie 

And when Jesus had cried out again in 

a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

Ma%hew 27: 50 

 

Reading this passage I can’t help but 

think of Mary the mother of Jesus. 

She had been there when Jesus had 
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taken his first breath in a borrowed 

stable. She raised the boy who ran 

away to the temple. She a%ended the 

Wedding at Cana where he first 

displayed his powers. She must have 

felt hurt when he started his public 

career and became increasingly busy 

and hard to contact. She would have 

known that he had entered Jerusalem 

to a crowd cheering ‘Hosanna!’, and 

that he was sentenced to death by 

another crowd cheering ‘crucify him!’. 

She a%ended his execu#on, sentenced 

by her own religious leaders and the 

occupying army. And Mary was there 

when Jesus breathed his last,  

Of all the people there that day, I 

suspect Mary’s heart was the heaviest. 

Prayer: Loving God be with all those 

who mourn today. Be with those who 

are experiencing the shock and 

disorienta#on of a recent loss, and 

with those who carry the long burden 

of grief. We pray especially for parents 

who grieve for their children. As a 

bereaved parent yourself, you more 

than anyone know what they are 

going through. “Blessed are those who 

mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 

Ac#on: Take care of yourself and 

people closest to you. 

 

Sunday Jun 13: Lesley 

 Hamilton-Messer 

At that moment the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two from top to 

bo%om. Ma%hew 27: 51a 

 

One of the most radical events in the 

history of God’s rela#onship with 

humankind, and we find it tucked 

away as almost a throw away 

comment – not even half a verse.  

The Temple in Jerusalem was a bit like 

an onion – lots of layers. The outer 

layers of the courtyards were the most 

accessible, with the fewest 

restric#ons. As you went further in, 

fewer and fewer people would be 

granted access, un#l you got to that 

special curtained off bit known as the 

Holy of Holies. You didn’t just have to 

be a Jew, or even a Jewish man. Even 

being from the priestly tribe of Levi 

wasn’t enough. Only one person – the 

High Priest - could venture there – 

literally on pain of death.  

 

That sounds like a lot of religious 

eli#sm, but this prac#ce was actually 

ini#ated by God himself (you can find 

the extremely detailed plans in 

Exodus). The religious leaders might 

be going through the correct 

processes, but by the #me Jesus was 

around, the intent and meaning of it 

had got lost somewhere along the 

way. The Temple – and the Tent 

before it - were real tangible symbols 

that God was not an absentee 

landlord; he dwelt among his people, 

right there in the middle of their 

community. The Priests were there to 

facilitate the rela#onship of the 

people with their God.  

 

By the #me Jesus was living, the 

religious leaders had become an elite 


