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“THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN: THE VIRGIN WILL
CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND WILL CALL HIM IMMANUEL.”

“I told you so…”
How none of this was a surprise…
Our theme for Advent….
The prophecies…giving hope in dark times.
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Magazine &
Website Editor
There was a time that the church mag was the
only way of keeping up with things at church.
District Elders would traditionally visit members
4 times a year bearing the latest copy of the
magazine.
Things have changed a lot now. We have the
weekly bulletin, and it’s accompanied, for those
on email, by the weekly eBulletin with all the
latest news and information. The website is
also an up-to-the-minute version of the
magazine available 24/7.

So what are Elders up to now that they’re not
touring the parish with the church mag? Well,
quite a lot actually. You’ll have read previously
about the Kirk Session Action Groups: Worship
(Looking Up), Nurture (Looking In) and
Outreach (looking out), and the 4 support
groups - Finance, Property, Social and
Communications.
There’s so much going on in these groups, and
to prevent what’s known as ‘information
overload’ we now produce ‘The Gist’ - a
summary of information from the groups.
There’s a copy on the notice board in church,
it’s on the website and available by email.
I do hope you enjoy reading the Advent and
Christmas issue of your church magazine.

www.grantonparish.org.uk

Minister’s letter

Christmas - fulfilment
of a promise

Rev Norman Smith
Minister
0131 551 2159

Dear friends,
And again before you can blink we find ourselves at Christmas! It hardly seems to
have passed one year before it comes round again. When you think that shops put
out the decorations and presents as early as August it seems like we are being
confronted with Christmas before even summer is out.
In response people try their best to put
off actually engaging with Christmas to
the last minute. If we just ignore it, we
can pretend it hasn’t started yet.
There is of course a contradiction here in
that the shops want us to engage earlier
and earlier whilst we try to hold out as
long as we can.
Why is it that enthusiasm for Christmas
comes mostly from those interested in
our pockets when we know Christmas is
there because God is interested in our
eternal life?
What Christians know of Christmas
makes everything else meaningless. A
present in your pocket does not compare
with the promise of eternal life or
forgiveness of sins and of having a
loving God. Next year we will be looking
for more gifts, but once God gives these
he never takes them back; they are
given once and for all!
A long time ago, before Christmas
became a set festival Christians became
known as people who had hope. They

were renowned as those who had
enthusiasm but in those days they never
called it enthusiasm.
Enthusiasm comes from Greek word
enthusia which in turn came from the
Greek phrase En Theos which means
having God in you. When they were
described as enthusiastic they were
talking about having God inside them.
This is the doctrine of the Indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. A Christian belief that

Ενθουσιασµός ß
God no longer resides in a temple in
Jerusalem but lives in each one of us.
What then does Christmas celebrate for
us?
Much more than presents from each
other; this is about God coming down to
humanity and God coming into humanity.
I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Helper, who will stay with you

Why is it that enthusiasm for Christmas comes mostly from those
interested in our pockets when we know Christmas is there because
God is interested in our eternal life?
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forever. He is the Spirit, who reveals the
truth about God. The world cannot receive
him, because it cannot see him or know
him. But you know him, because he
remains with you and is in you.
John 14:16-17
As Christians we should actually be more
enthusiastic about Christmas than the
shops. However loud the shout goes up to
buy yet more stuff; our shout of receiving
the gifts of God should be louder. There is
nothing that can be offered in a shop that
will even come close to that which God
offers.

So my question for you at this Christmas
time is simple: How enthusiastic are you
for what God has done?
I pray and hope you all have a great
Christmas. I pray that one of the things
that makes it great will be your enthusiasm
for all that God has done.
God Bless
Your friend
Norman.

Easy Fundraising
Raise funds while you do your Christmas
shopping!
Raise Funds For Free!

Did you know you don't have to spend
anything to start raising money for
Granton, Church of Scotland? Some
retailers will make FREE donations just
for switching to their service, participating
in free trials or even simply registering on
their site.
For example, netflix offer a £7.50 donation
to the church when you start a free trial
while The National Lottery will donate
£1.50 just for registering on their site and
playing Lotto online for the first time!
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You can raise £4.50 by registering and
making your first bid on ebay and
LOVEFiLM offer a £5 donation when you
sign up for a 14 day free trial of their dvd
rental service.
You can raise over £200 without spending
anything - visit our Easyfundraising page
at www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
grantonchurch and click on the FREE
Donations page for more details.

www.grantonparish.org.uk

News round-up
Christmas Hampers
We are again running the hamper draw this year.
Donations should be brought to the church any Sunday. The
draw is after church on 16th December

Charity Christmas Cards
Cards for Good Causes operates a "pop-up shop" selling
Christmas cards on behalf of 42 charities at St John's
Church, Princes Street. They are open 10 to 4, Monday to
Saturday, until the 19th of December. More details are
available on their website www.cardsforcharity.co.uk

Sunday 9th December

Bring a Friend to Church
Our faith is not meant to be a private thing or something we
keep only to ourselves. Jesus instructed his followers to
spread faith all over the world. We invite every person in our
congregation to invite a friend with them on the 9th.

Sunday 16th December

PATCH Play Performance
On Sunday 16th December Kirk4Kids and Patch will be
taking part at the morning service. Later in the month on the
30th there will be a chance to sing your favourite hymns.
Don’t forget to plan in some church time this Christmas!

Sunday 9th December

Deck The Halls
We’re putting up the Christmas decorations in the halls after
church on 9th December - many hands do make light work,
and it will be fun. Gather in the West Hall after coffee.

Page 5| 5

Kirk Outlook December 2012

Christmas at Granton 2012

Prophencies
How God said
“I Told You So!”
One of the big things people have issue with
today is the question of prophecy. How could
people who lived hundreds and thousands of
years before Jesus came know anything about
his life?
Surely it is pure coincidence that that what they
wrote could be applied to Jesus years later?
Surely the writers of the gospel looked at Jesus
life and then looked at the Old Testament to
see what would ‘fit’ and make their claims about him legitimate?
This question goes to the heart of who you believe Jesus is. If he really is God and God
intended for Jesus to come then these prophecies were his ways of giving hope to his
people in some very dark times.
They are precursors of his greater promise to come in Jesus.
Over the season of Advent we are going to explore some of the major prophecies. Look
at their original context; look at the meaning given to them by the New Testament and
work out what they might continue to say to us today.

Lothian Hospitals Carol Concert
Wednesday 12th December at the Usher Hall
A popular event in the run up to Christmas is the
annual Usher Hall Carol Concert in aid of Clic
Sargent.
This year's event is being held on Wednesday 12th
December, and tickets, priced between £10 and £18,
are available from the Usher Hall Box Office at
www.usherhall.co.uk. The concert raises money for a
very worthwhile cause - and if that's not a good
enough reason to go, some of our own members are
taking part, making it a 'must see'!
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1st Sunday in Advent: 2nd December
Isaiah Chapter 7 verses 10 – 25
The Virgin Birth

2nd Sunday in Advent: 9th December
Micah Chapter 5 verses 1 – 5
The Saviour will come from Bethlehem

3rd Sunday in Advent: 16th December
Isaiah Chapter 53
The Messiah will suffer and be killed for us but won’t resist

4th Sunday in Advent: 23rd December
A special service of words and music where we remind ourselves of the Christmas story
through an original set of songs and bible
readings put together by our Musical
Director Iain Whyte.

Christmas Eve: 24th December
6.30pm
Christingle is a family orientated service
full of energy and fun where through
making Christingles we remind ourselves
of why there is a Christmas.

Christmas Eve: 24th December 2
11.30pm
Watchnight is more reflective. In a world that seems increasingly to be split between the
have and the have nots this is a place where we all gather to celebrate a gift given to
the world unlike anything before or since.

Christmas Day
11.00am
Christmas Day! What better than to celebrate for a short while the reason for the
season. Bring a present and wear a smile!

Sunday 30th December
11am
Having celebrated Christmas this service will give those present the chance to choose
their favourite Christmas hymns. Giving voice to our thanks is an important part of our
celebration.
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How do you feel
about Christmas?

Some people love it and have never really
lost the wonderful child-like innocence of it
all – they can't wait for the decorations to
go up, the music to start playing and the
anticipation of the big day itself, spent with
loved ones.

presents and pies, let’s look at three quick
thoughts about Christmas.

For others, it's one of the toughest times of
the year. Cold weather, memories of past
Christmases where everything went very
wrong, broken relationships and loneliness
all take their toll. And Christmas is the
hardest time to be alone.

And it's a great story to teach children –
there are all kinds of useful lessons about
it being important to treat refugees and
poor people well. But so often we leave the
Christmas story for the children, and we
don't stop to realise how earth-shatteringly
huge it is. It's like buying a new car, and
only ever using it to enjoy the way the
windscreen wipers work!

And for those of us who go to church,
Christmas is often the time when we hear
sermon after sermon reminding us not to
take Christ out of Christmas, or all we'll be
left with is M&S. It's clever, but doesn’t go
far enough.
So amid the abandoned diets, merrymaking and sorrow, preparations and
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1. Let Christmas blow your mind
Of course, Christmas is about Jesus being
born in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago.

Christmas is when the infinite, eternal God,
who made everything that exists became
part of his own creation. And not an
important part either. He didn't become
King of the Universe at Christmas, though
even that would have been a big step
down. He became an illegitimate baby

www.grantonparish.org.uk
born to a poor couple from a conquered
race, born in a grotty cave-stable in an
insignificant backwater of a town in the
unfashionable end of the Roman Empire.

Ladies Fellowship
Pat MacDonald

And that is the same God who spoke and
the universe was created. A Christmas
carol puts it well:

Our Winter session began in October, and
we have had some interesting speakers including Mark our student minister, the
Fire Brigade, and Helen's son speaking
on his Psychiatric work with Drug addicts.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor
earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee
away when He comes to reign. In the
bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Stewart Mitchell talked on Pantos, and
Miss Calcott spoke on growing up in
Queensberry House.

Or as C.S. Lewis wrote in The Last Battle:
“In our world, too, a stable once held
something inside it that was bigger than
our whole world.” If that doesn't blow your
mind, I don't know what will.
2. Let Christmas bring you to your
knees
And God did this not just to blow our
minds, but to enter into our experience.
The God of the Universe became one of
us and lived as one of us so that we could
know him and be with him. God himself
bridged the gap between people and God,
and at immense cost to himself.
Do we praise and worship God for
Christmas? Do we let the facts of
Christmas bring us to our knees? Why not
take some time on your own or with
another Christian to just think about what
God did at Christmas until you are left with
no choice but to worship him for it.
3. Let Christmas warm your heart
Christmas is also a time to celebrate what
we have in this life.
Telling people to put Jesus at the centre of
Christmas often doesn't work because
they don't see how he will help them enjoy
Christmas more. We need to show them

We are looking forward to the Christmas
Social when Phillip Hacking will be
entertaining us. We have a small break
after the social on 11th December and
start again on Tuesday 15th January.
Please feel free to join us on Tuesdays
from 7.30-9.00pm.
On behalf of the ladies fellow may I wish
everyone a Christmas that is filled with
Peace Joy And Love.

Happy Christmas Quotes
I once bought my kids a set of
batteries “for Christmas with a note
on it saying, toys not included.”
Bernard Manning
“Unless we make Christmas an occasion
to share our blessings, all the snow in
Alaska won't make it 'white'.”
Bing Crosby
“Christmas, my child, is love in action.
Every time we love, every time we give,
it's Christmas.”
Dale Evans
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Homelessness is a real problem.
Sleeping rough, especially during the
winter, is dangerous and life
threatening.
Caring Christmas Trees raises funds for
Bethany’s Care Shelter, giving homeless
people a hot meal, a safe place to sleep
and much-needed advice over the winter
months.

For further information, visit the website
at:
http://www.caringchristmastrees.com/
Locally, Caring Christmas Trees can be
found at St. Stephen’s Comely Bank and
Ocean Terminal or other Edinburgh
venues.

Caring Christmas Trees are fresh, needlelast, high quality and from sustainable tree
farms. All the profit helps homeless
people and they are around the same
price as you’d pay elsewhere.
For the cost of one tree, Bethany can
provide a homeless person with a hot
meal, a bed for the night, breakfast and
advice.

Happy Christmas Quotes

“I will honour Christmas in my heart, and
try to keep it all the year.”
Charles Dickens

Christmas greetings
"Christmas Greetings To You All"
This year instead of cards I am Giving a
Donation to the HOSPICE.

It is once again the time of year to wish our
family and friends A Very
Happy
Christmas, so we do just that to our Church
family and friends.

May I wish every one a Christmas filled
with Joy, Peace Hope and love.
May the blessings of this Special Season
be Yours

We wish you and yours a "Very Happy
Christmas" and hope that the New Year
will bring good health to you, your
families and God Bless.

Pat MacDonald
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From Elizabeth and Chris...........and Tess
too xxxxxxxxx
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Patch Club
Ian Moir
The Patch parents have been doing a magnificent job telling the stories and cutting
out the craft work. We have also enjoyed
monthly visits from our professional storyteller, Marie Louise Cochrane. She provides the whole programme for the days
she comes. This gives the parents a well
deserved rest. We are grateful to the Presbytery of Edinburgh for funding this and
also for helping towards the cost of the
craft materials.
This session we have had a series of stories on the life of Moses and lessons on
Daniel and David. We have just completed
another set of stories on the miracles of

Jesus. This showed how ‘Jesus Cares for
Us’. We are grateful to Elsie for providing
the stories and the craft ideas.
We are now re-telling the Christmas Stories
with some additional, novel craft work – a
Christmas card with a bird in flight, santa
and elf figures to decorate the Christmas
tree, a decorated comb case for ‘mum’ and
a colourful “Do not disturb!” sign for ‘dad’!
We are also preparing a short Christmas
play, ‘The Gift’, written by Elsie, which will
be presented to the congregation on 16th
December. This will be followed by our
Christmas Party in the hall. We will also
have some Christmas birthdays to celebrate, which will ensure that there is plenty
of cake for everyone!

Communion
We will be celebrating Communion on Sunday 30th
December, Sunday 27th January and Sunday 24th
February.
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The Brigade Bugle - 19th Leith Company
The first half of the Session has been very
quick, with both Sections busy in their
various activities.
Enrolment
Ceremony
and
Presentations
Our Annual Enrolment Ceremony was
held on 7 November, with the presentation
being led by Mark Macleod, who as you
know is our current Student Minister which
was a first experience for him of our BB
Company. The Boys were presented with
their membership cards for the current
Session. Unfortunately there were no
Badge presentations or promotions at the
time of the enrolment service, as the Boys
are all currently between the levels
required for the next award level.
Coffee Morning
A very big thank you to the Congregation
for their support of the Company’s Coffee
Morning on the 27th October. An excellent
turnout of Parents and Friends of the
Company helped to raise a total of £467.
This has enabled us to pay our central
Brigade Subscriptions to HQ ion schedule,
with some cash to spare.

low in number, have covered lots of
activities in a varied programme of
physical, crafts and spiritual items. These
will lead up to their Christmas
celebrations. In January, we look forward
to the Second half of our BB session. As
always, all Boys are welcome to come
along and join in the fun and games. So if
you know of any Boy(s) in this age group
please mention that we meet Wednesday
nights in the East Hall from 6.30pm –
7.45pm, they can come and join us. The
More Boys we have the more varied
activities we can do.
Company Section Activities (For 11 –
18 Year olds)
The Company Section are again working
towards their Badges in two groups. The
Younger Boys’(Juniors, P7 – S3), (lead by
the O.I.C. Malcolm Burton) have taken
part in activities covering the Physical and
Skills
badges,
with
the
Older
Boys’ (Seniors, S4 – S6) (encouraged by
Alan Summers) working towards the Duke
of Edinburgh Award at both Bronze and
Silver Award Levels. The work being
undertaken at Bronze will help the Boys to
gain their President’s Badges.

The Company Section have been offered
the chance to stay overnight at our
Summer Camp site at a special reduced
rate of £30 in January next year, which we
have taken up and are looking forward to.

Normally by this time of year we have
played several Football matches in the
Battalion League, either as a Joint/
Combined Football Team with other
Companies or by ourselves in the Football
7’s League. However, the format of the
League/Competition has yet to be
decided / finalised. This being the case,
the Boys’ have only had one game in the
first half of the session. We look forward
to the Indoor 5 – A – Side Football
Competitions, and the second half of the
session.

Junior Section Activities (For 8 – 10
Year olds)
The Junior Section (lead by their O.I.C.
Stuart Mitchell, 0131 – 467 – 4241) while

Our annual highly competitive yet fun
Christmas Games’ competitions will be
held in November / December, with the
Boys competing for medals in Snooker,
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Table Tennis, Pool and Table Football.
Like the Junior Section we welcome new
Boys’, so if you know of any Boy(s) in this
age group please mention that we meet
Wednesday nights in the East Hall from
8.00pm – 9.30pm, where they can come
and join us. The More Boys we have the
more varied activities we can do.

Remembrance Sunday
The Company Section was well
represented at the annual Remembrance
Sunday Service on 11th November, when
we joined the TA 205 Field Hospital, Sea
Scouts, Sea Cadets and the Church
congregation around the War Memorial.

Church Diary

Malcolm Burton
O.I.C. Company Section, 552 5790
Sun 2 Dec
Sat 8 Dec
Sun 9 Dec
Thu 13 Dec
Sun 16 Dec

11:00
09:00
11:00
18:30
11:00

Wed 19 Dec
Sun 23 Dec

12:00
11:00

Mon 24 Dec

18:30
23:30
11:00
11:00
19:00

Tue 25 Dec
Sun 30 Dec
Fri 18 Jan

Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

11:00 – 12:00
Evening
14:00 – 16:00
19:30 – 21:00
12:00 – 13:00
18:30 – 21:30
10:00 – 11:00
14:00 – 16:00
11:00 – 12:00

PATCH
Brownies
Men's Club (indoor bowls)
Ladies Fellowship
Lunch Club
Boys Brigade
Kirsty's Coffee Morning - West Hall
Men's Club (indoor bowls)
Magic Carpet Club

In addition to these events that are on most weeks, there are special and
irregular events listed on the website and the weekly bulletin

Weekly activities

Sundays
Mondays
Tuesdays

1st Sunday in Advent
Men's Christmas Breakfast
2nd Sunday in Advent
Men's Breakfast Christmas Night out
3rd Sunday in Advent
PATCH Christmas Play
Hamper Draw
Lunch Club Christmas Lunch
4th Sunday in Advent
Service of Words and Music
Christingle Family Service
Candlelight Watchnight Service
Christmas Day Family Service
Sunday Service - Hymn Request Sunday
Church Burns Supper - East Hall

To find out about any of the events at Granton just speak to anyone on
welcome duty at church on Sundays or email info@granton.org.uk.
To get listed in Kirk Outlook and the website just let Chas know contact details on page 2.
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Care Shelter in Edinburgh - getting involved
The Care Shelter provides rough sleepers
with a place to go for the night where they
can find shelter, a hot meal and a warm
place to sleep.
It started in Edinburgh in 1996 with a 2week pilot over Christmas and has grown
over the years to now span 5 months over
the winter, from November until April.
The service is run by a skeleton staff from
Bethany and relies on around 800
volunteers from churches across the
Lothian’s who provide church venues for
service users to sleep in on a nightly rota
basis as well as preparing and serving hot
food to homeless people on the premises.
This is where we come in, as this year
Granton Parish Church has again
volunteered both our premises and our
talents for this project.
We have been allocated three dates over
this winter with the first being Sunday 30
December, followed by Sunday 20 January
and finally Sunday 31 March. We have
now started planning for these dates and
we are looking for volunteers to make up a
Team of up to 7 people each night to help
with cooking and serving a filling twocourse meal between 6pm and 11pm and

Happy Christmas Quotes
~ Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933),
American president. Presidential message
(December 25, 1927).
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driving the minibus to pick up the service
users from the city centre between 8.30pm
and 9.30pm. We also need help to clear
the West hall before it is set up as the
overnight sleeping area.
We would like to involve as many people
as possible in this project and if you would
like to know more, or volunteer your time
and skills, please speak to either of us
(contact details below). Even if you feel
unable to help with the Care Shelter nights,
we would welcome your prayers and your
support of this project.
As well as providing the premises and the
volunteers, we provide the food for the
evening meal and the breakfast. To help
fund this, there is a ‘Bethany Box’ at the
rear of the Church, between the exit doors,
where donations can be left after each
Sunday Service and the Kirk Session has
agreed that the Retiral Offerings at the
Christmas Services will be donated to this
project so that we can buy the necessary
food for the meals. All money raised from
donations will be put towards the running of
the Care Shelter nights at Granton.
Alan & Sandra Summers
Tel:
0131-551
3176
smaks@o2.co.uk

or

e-Mail:

“Christmas is not a time or a season but a
state of mind. To cherish peace and good
will, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have
the real spirit of Christmas. If we think on these
things, there will be born in us a Savior and over
us will shine a star sending its gleam of hope to
the world."

www.grantonparish.org.uk

Lunch Club
We can't believe that a year has gone by
and it's that time again. But it has, so just
to let you know that the Lunch Club
Christmas Dinner is on the 19th of
December. All seated by 12 o'clock!!!!!!
As usual we hope to have our normal
worthy staff, but also the clerics and polisdepending on the crime at the time!
The cost of this feast is, as in the last few
years, £6, which is not keeping up with
inflation.

The Social Group is holding a

Burns Supper
On

Friday 18th January 2013
In the East Hall
Tickets £10
from any Social Group member or
email events@granton.org.uk

We look forward to seeing all our usual
customers and anyone who feels that
they would like to join in the hilarity!
The only thing we would ask is, that we
get a list of names, so as we can get the
catering organized. It is a very happy
event in our year, and we all look forward
to it. It’s a bit hectic, but well worth it.

Answered Prayer?

Please come and join us. Get your name
down by the previous week, 12th
December, just to make sure that there is
enough turkey to go around!!

A man was circling the block searching
for a parking spot. Finally, after the third
time around, he prays, “God, if you help
me find a parking spot, I will go to
church every Sunday and tithe ten percent of my income.”

Look forward to seeing you on the 19th
December.

Immediately, a spot opens up, and the
man prays, “Never mind, I found one."

Page 15
| 15

Kirk Outlook December 2012

55 Boswall Parkway
Edinburgh
www.grantonparish.org.uk
info@granton.org.uk
Grantonparish
@grantonparish

If you have a smartphone and would like to
know more about the church, scan the QR
code.
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