Highlighted Resource….
Every week a diﬀerent resource will be highlighted that
can help you. This week…
The Church of Scotland has drawn from a wide variety
of people across the whole church to create an Advent
Calendar that you can get delivered to your email every
day.
You can ﬁnd it at:
h)ps://churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/advent

For more info about anything in the Bulle&n,
snap the QR
code or visit
grantonchurch.org.uk

If you have access to the internet, check
www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE
to get Thought for the Day delivered every day.
If you no longer wish to receive this by post, or
want to update your contact details please call
Norman on 0131 551 2159
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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am
By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link.
By telephone - just follow these steps:
Phone 0131 460 1196
Then enter the mee4ng ID : 982 2448 2457
Then enter #
Then enter the mee4ng password : 905841
Then enter #
You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to
everyone as well if you wish.
•
•
•
•
•

Catch up on Sunday Services
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet
s4ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on
Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our
Facebook page.
People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work
of the congrega4on. Go to the website and look at the top of the
page where you will see a Dona4on bu)on. Click it, then either
donate via card or click on the Paypal bu)on. Your dona4on will help our church to keep
making a posi4ve impact on our community and beyond.

Bright Hope
for
Tomorrow

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest)
Monday Nov 23: Ian Moir
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do
you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Matthew 16: 15 – 16
“But what about you?” He asked. “Who do
you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Matthew 16 v 15-16
It has been said that the Bible is one long
sermon on the word “Choose”
Joshua says to the Israelites as they are
about to re-occupy the “Promised Land”,
Canaan,
“Choose you this day whom you will serve,
as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord!”
(Joshua 24 v15)
In the last book of the Bible we have the
risen Christ saying, “Behold! I stand at the
door and knock, if anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, I will come into his
house and eat with him and he will eat with
me.” (Revelation 3 v 20)
Jesus has been asking his disciples who
other people say he is, but now he makes it
personal. “Who do you say I am?” Peter
was the first person to declare that he
believed that Jesus was the “Messiah” the
“Promised One.”
And this is a challenge that everyone who
has heard of Jesus has to make.
In some ways it is the easiest and yet the
most difficult choice we will ever have to
make. The choice has far reaching
consequences. If we say, “Yes”, we are
agreeing to hand over control of our lives
to Jesus. We are agreeing to follow a path
without knowing where it will take us. It is
a huge act of trust, but it’s the path we were
created to follow. It is the same path Jesus,

himself, chose – to live a life of love and
service to others. But it is the best life!
Who do you say that I am?
Prayer: Living God we thank you that you
have given us the opportunity to share in
your work in the world. Give us the
strength to choose to follow Jesus.
Action: Choosing to follow Jesus is not an
end, but the beginning of a life transformed
by our relationship with Jesus. After we
have taken the first step, we will be faced,
every day, with a multitude of new choices.
Think about the choices you will make
today. Are they the ones that Jesus would
want you to make?

Tuesday Nov 24: David Moodie
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you
by flesh and blood, but by my Father in
heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome
it.
Matthew 16: 17 – 18
I’ll never forget visiting St Peter’s Basilica
in Rome. It is truly enormous, like a
regular Cathedral has been scaled up by 2
or 3 times. And if you stand in the centre of
the Basilica and look up at the colossal
dome, there in these giant 2m tall letters is
written “Tu es Petrus et super hanc petram
aedificabo ecclesiam mean et tibi dabo
claves regni caelorum” the Latin words of
today’s reading, “you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church”. It is so
imposing, and it is carved there in all its
grandeur, because it is so important to the
Catholic Church.
And it’s not just Catholics, for all
Christians this an critical verse because this

Granton’s Community Tree ligh&ng event
First Sunday in Advent – 29th November at 5pm.
Join in on Facebook Live
The ligh4ng of the community Christmas Tree in the grounds of
the parish church at the start of Advent has become a great
annual event where the community gathers together to start
celebra4ng Christmas. There is usually singing, mince pies, fun
and a great gathering of people!
Diﬀerent this year!
However we all know that Christmas is going to be very diﬀerent this year, and our
annual Community Christmas Tree Ligh4ng will be no excep4on.
The good news is that we will once again be kicking oﬀ our Christmas season with a
scaled-back event on the First Sunday In Advent – Sunday 29th November – at 5pm.
Be Part Of It
You can be part of your community by joining the event live on Facebook. You can
watch as the tree lights are switched on at 5pm, then you can share photos of your
own lights – and if it’s too early for your tree why not post a pic of a candle or welcome
lights in your window?
Make an event of it and have some mince pies and hot chocolate ready to enjoy in the
safety of your own home.
Visit when it suits
The tree will be up from 29th November right through the season of Advent and
Christmas and into the new year, so why not take a few moments over this period to
visit and enjoy the tree with the family. Make a bit of quiet 4me to look back on this
very diﬃcult year. The gates will be open and you are welcome to stand by the tree any
4me – of course following Government guidelines on social distancing!
Together we will remind each other why Granton is such a great place to be and that
we can celebrate the start of the Christmas season even in these strange and
unfamiliar 4mes.

Acts of Random Kindness
Faith in Jesus works itself out through how we live amongst others.
How we prac4ce faith is the single most powerful way we have of
demonstra4ng faith to others. What will you do this week for someone
else? Phone / Go Walking Together / Get Messages...
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Community Groups have
banded together to see
people in need are looked
after.
If you need help please
phone the number opposite.

The Marble Challenge
There is a jar in the church that every 4me you invite someone
else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown
there was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever
to invite someone to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward
a copy of this bulle4n.
Who do you care about enough to invite to church this week?

More and more church groups are beginning to restart though in very diﬀerent
ways. Check either with your Elder or the Church Website for the latest news
on what’s happening when.

Our Church Values
Everything we do is rooted in
JESUS CHRIST
EQUALITY
is based on who you are and not what you have
EVERYONE
is valued and everyone has giJs that can be oﬀered to God
COMMUNITY
brings with it respect across the genera4ons and cultures
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is moment when the Church was founded.
Every Christian community can trace it’s
way back this conversation. When Jesus
founded the Church he was bringing us
into his plans, asking us to work alongside
him to fulfil his mission for the world.
And all of this based on fallible Peter, at
times brave and bold, at other times flaky
and cowardly. The Church wasn’t founded
on a super saint but on a very normal
flawed person. But isn’t that encouraging?
From Peter with all his shortcomings came
a Church that has lasted 2000 years,
spread to every corner of the Earth and
everywhere preached forgiveness and
Good News. From even the most flawed
of people God can do great things.
Pray: Christ our King, Thank you for you
Church, a community that welcomes us in
and unites us with believers all around the
world. Thank you for including us, for
deeming us as co-workers and trusted
companions. Help us to live up to that
amazing legacy and be salt and light in the
world around us.
Act: The Church is far bigger than just the
Church of Scotland, let alone Granton
Parish. Take some time to learn about the
Church around the world and pray for
them. If you don’t know where to start try
our partner Churches https://
churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/worldmission/our-partner-churches

Wednesday Nov 25: Sarah Smith
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Matthew 16: 19
Keys are just an object, they are a piece of
metal with a certain shape, and then a
certain shape in order to open and lock
doors. People are given these massive
keys to cities to say that they are of

importance to that area. I will never forget
the first car I had, and be given the keys to
the car, and the amazing sense of freedom
and power I had in order to be able to
drive the car.
Jesus is giving Simon Peter the keys of the
kingdom of heaven. This is a way of
saying, you are important, and your
actions will have an impact in heaven.
What we do on earth will have an impact
in heaven. If we treat people in power with
justice, and treat those on the margin
unjustly, then this will have an impact on
heaven. When we treat people on the
margins with justice and compassion, this
will have an impact in heaven.
What we each do on earth matters, and
will have an impact beyond here. If we
loose justice, compassion, and love on
earth, this will be loosed in heaven. What
an amazing impact our actions have, not
only here.
Prayer: Gracious God, we give you thanks
that you have taught us how to show
compassion and love to those who live on
the margins and have received very little
compassion. Help us to create a world full
of justice, compassion, and love, so that
this world can be carried into heaven. May
we continue to follow your example in all
we say and do. Amen.
Action: Who is one person who you can
show compassion and love to this week?
Go do it.

Thursday Nov 26: Mary Macleod
Rivett
Then he ordered his disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.
From that time on Jesus began to explain
to his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the
hands of the elders, the chief priests and
the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to
life.
Matthew 16: 20 – 21
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Why would Jesus order the disciples not to
tell anyone that He was the Messiah? This
is such a puzzling passage when you look
at just that one verse. I couldn’t grasp this
for years. But the second verse can maybe
help us understand what was happening.
Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem, for the
last time, and He knew that this was the
way to the death that was set before Him.
It was hugely important that He should
walk this path – a matter of life and death
for Him and for the whole of the world.

in our lives where we can copy his
persistence and faithfulness in difficulty
and suffering.

Friday Nov 27: Norman Smith
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall
never happen to you!”
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
me; you do not have in mind the concerns
of God, but merely human concerns.”
Matthew 16: 22 – 23

The expectations of what the Messiah
would be and do were written into Jewish
culture. The Messiah would free the
Jewish people from the Roman Empire,
the Messiah would be a king on David’s
throne, the Messiah would be a warrior.
The idea of the Messiah being executed,
hung on a cross, cursed and broken, was
inconceivable. If the disciples had
proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah, the
whole of Judea might have risen in revolt,
as indeed it did in AD66, ending in the
sack of Jerusalem. This wasn’t the time
for that and this was not the role that Jesus
had to fulfil. His life, and death, was
much, much more important, not just
about the fate of the People of Israel, but
about the fate of the whole of Creation.
Thank God for it!

Remember Peter love Jesus. He had spent
3 years travelling around with him, seen
all the miracles and even walked on water
(though he did sink after a bit!). Jesus held
Peter’s hopes of the Messiah. It’s quite
natural that when speaking of his own
death Peter recoils from that. How could
this man die after everything I have seen
and done? I won’t allow it.
This text clearly demonstrates that God
was working to a plan way beyond human
considerations. Peter’s passion in
protecting Jesus was not misguided, Peter
just didn’t fully realise what God was up
to. You or I may well have done the same!
Jesus who does know what God is up to
will not be dissuaded. He came here for a
reason which he is going to fulfil, even at
great cost to himself.

Prayer: Blessed Lord, thank you, thank
you for your faithfulness in walking the
way to your death. Thank you for
redeeming the whole of Creation,
including me, not just Israel. Thank you
that, despite your humanity and your
friends’ confusion, you never lost sight of
the bigger picture. Thank you for the
humility that didn’t succumb to the
temptation to be a king in the world.
Thank you for the grace that saves us to
this day. Amen

Have you ever considered what it meant
for Jesus to go through his life knowing
crucifixion was coming? Have you ever
thought how could he do that? Perhaps
one of the reasons is because he knew
what God was up to. His own personal
sufferings were secondary to the benefit of
saving mankind through his sacrifice.
Pray: Father you know I like a quiet life.
You know I like it much more when life is
easier and gentle. I know sometimes life is
not like that. You have called me toa

Action: What can we learn from Jesus’
patient, humble walk to Jerusalem and his
death? Think about whether there are areas
4

higher purpose of serving you, living my
life for you and bringing your good news
to the world. Help me not to shy away for
that just to settle for an easy life.
Act: Consider why God brought you here?

Saturday Nov 28: Ian
McLaughlan
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever
wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. For whoever wants to save their
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life
for me will find it.
Matthew 16: 24 – 25
During World War 2, there was as a
Catholic priest, Maximilian Kolbe, who
was incarcerated in the Nazi concentration
camp at Auschwitz because of his
Christian faith. One day, he asked the
guards for him to swap places with a
Polish soldier, a family man, who had been
selected and condemned to a starvation cell
because a fellow detainee had escaped.
Father Kolbe took the soldier’s place and,
although many around him in the cell died,
he survived the ordeal without food and
water for two weeks, remarkably praying
and singing hymns throughout, only to be
killed by lethal injection by the guards.
We are highly unlikely to be asked to give
up our life because of our faith but we are
asked to ‘take up our Cross and follow
Him’ with commitment and conviction.
Prayer: Father God, we thank you for our
faith. Help us Lord, during the more
difficult days of following you, to be bold
and faithful in choosing following you.
Action: Can you think of a time when you
were under attack for your Christian faith?
How did you feel and how did you cope?

Sunday Nov 29: Dan Docwra
What good will it be for someone to gain
the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or

what can anyone give in exchange for their
soul?
Matthew 16: 26
If someone would choose to follow Jesus it
must be whole-hearted, and they must be
prepared for hardship and suffering perhaps even for death! They must “deny
themselves and take up their cross”. A
disciple of Jesus must resist the temptation
of Satan to go for the easy life. We must
avoid the attitude which says: “I will
follow you Jesus and do what you say, but
only if life isn’t too hard”.
How many of us are comfortable in our
lives, with homes, family and food on the
table. From the comfort of our homes, do
we look for ways to improve the lives of
others? If you are reading this, then I guess
the answer is yes. We like to feel that we
do enough, but really? How far are we
prepared to go to match even one
hundredth of the hardship and suffering
that Jesus and his followers endured?
We live in a completely different time and
place, but there is still unimaginable
suffering throughout the world. There are
many people from our society who are
prepared to forego comforts to bring help
and support to the suffering.
Nobody is expected to give up their lives
as a result of helping the suffering, but
Jesus set us on a path to relieve all
suffering and along the way, many have
died.
Today, let us not forget.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you set us on the path
to relieve all suffering. Help us to
remember those who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice in following you.
Action: Take a moment to remember and
give thanks for one person from the past
who has died as a result of hardship and
suffering in your name.
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