
WEEKLY BULLETIN 
Sunday 17th January 2021 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am 
 

By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link. 
 
By telephone - just follow these steps:    

 Phone 0131 460 1196 
 Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457 
 Then enter # 
 Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841  
 Then enter # 
You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to 
everyone as well if you wish. 

Catch up on Sunday Services 
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet 
s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on 
Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our 
Facebook page.   

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work 
of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the 
page where you will see a Dona!on bu3on. Click it, then either 
donate via card or click on the Paypal bu3on. Your dona!on will help our church to keep 
making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.  

Bright Hope 
for 

Tomorrow 



Monday Jan 11: Norman Smith 
The disciples asked him, “Why then do 
the teachers of the law say that Elijah 
must come first?” Jesus replied, “To be 
sure, Elijah comes and will restore all 
things. But I tell you, Elijah has already 
come, and they did not recognize him, 
but have done to him everything they 
wished. In the same way the Son of Man 
is going to suffer at their hands.” Then 
the disciples understood that he was 
talking to them about John the Bap!st. 
Ma3hew 17: 10 – 13 
 
How can something be right in front of 
your face but you don’t see it? They 
were expec!ng an Elijah type figure, 
they taught about him in their schools so 
people ‘knew’ exactly what/who to look 
for, yet they missed it. Same for Jesus. 
Unless God conformed exactly and in 
every way to what people were 
expec!ng its obvious to us they were 
never going to no!ce when he did turn 
up. Even then, some of them were so 
comfortable in their own lives they did 
not want an Elijah figure to upset things.  
 
Do you want God to talk to you? Are you 
prepared for what he might say or do 
you want him to confirm only these 
things you agree with? How open are 
you to God speaking in ways and 
through people you might not expect? 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Lord speak to me. May 
I see you in places I do not expect and 
hear you when I am not listening. In all 

places may I recognise it is you when 
you are there.  
Ac!on: Keep your eyes and ears open to 
God’s voice today.  
 

Tuesday Jan 12: Mary MacLeod Rive$ 
When they came to the crowd, a man 
approached Jesus and knelt before him. 
“Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. 
“He has seizures and is suffering greatly. 
He oHen falls into the fire or into the 
water. I brought him to your disciples, 
but they could not heal him.” “You 
unbelieving and perverse genera!on,” 
Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with 
you? How long shall I put up with you? 
Bring the boy here to me.” Jesus 
rebuked the demon, and it came out of 
the boy, and he was healed at that 
moment. Ma3hew 17: 14 – 18 
 
Jesus and the disciples had just come 
from the glorious experience of the 
transfigura!on, and a man approached 
them pleading for healing for a sick 
child, who the disciples had not been 
able to heal. Jesus’ response is 
provoca!ve - ‘you unbelieving 
genera!on’, he says, and he heals the 
child.  But his comment is foreshadowing 
his end - ‘how long shall I stay with you?’ 
he asks. Jesus has revealed who he is, 
and he has confirmed his authority by 
healing the child, and now he is 
preparing the disciples and the crowd 
for what must happen to him. He will 
not always be physically with them. 
 

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest) 
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Prayer: Beloved Jesus, in your earthly 
life, you revealed yourself to us in 
humility and power, in the everyday 
and in glory, in !me and in eternity. 
Help us to see that you are in all things, 
teaching us, leading us, healing and 
redeeming us, so that we can reflect 
your glory in the world and honour you. 
 
Ac!on: spend !me thinking about how 
God is revealed in something that you 
love, something you wouldn’t normally 
think of as reflec!ng God.  
 

Wednesday Jan 13: Ian Moir 
Then the disciples came to Jesus in 
private and asked, “Why couldn’t we 
drive it out?” He replied, “Because you 
have so li3le faith. Truly I tell you, if you 
have faith as small as a mustard seed, 
you can say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you. 
Ma3hew 17: 19 – 21 
 
Relax, no need to rush off and take out 
a gym membership or join a 
bodybuilding class in order to be able to 
‘move mountains’! We are not meant to 
take this literally. This is a Jewish phrase 
which would be used in the way that, 
for example, we might say when we liH 
a young child, “He/she weighs a ton!” 
Of course, the child doesn’t actually 
weigh a ton! Jesus was meaning that if 
we have faith/trust all difficul!es can be 
overcome and the hardest task 
accomplished. 
 
During the past year we have seen 
more of this kind thing happening. 

There have been more heroes in 2020 
than perhaps ever before. Like the man 
who works in a Food Bank and   kept on 
working even aHer his wife had died of 
Covid, delivering hundreds of food 
parcels. Or the man who ran thirty-one 
marathons in thirty-one days to raise 
money for charity. And of course, there 
is Captain Sir Tom Moore and his 
walking achievement. Yes, and there 
are all the healthcare workers we used 
to applaud every week. So many 
mountains moved! 
 
Prayer 
When the song of the Angels is s!lled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their 
flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the na!ons, 
to bring peace to the people,  
to make music in the heart.     
 (Source unknown) 
 
Ac!on: Are there obstacles that face 
you this year, difficul!es to be 
overcome? With God’s help nothing is 
impossible. 
 

Thursday Jan 14: David Moodie 
When they came together in Galilee, he 
said to them, “The Son of Man is going 
to be delivered into the hands of men. 
They will kill him, and on the third day 
he will be raised to life.” And the 
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disciples were filled with grief. Ma3hew 
17: 22 – 23 
 
On a podcast I listen to the host 
recounted the surprisingly profound 
words his 6 year old said to him. She said, 
“When its winter, you feel like it will never 
be warm again and when it is summer, 
you feel like it will never be cold again”. 
Wise words from a 6 year old, no wonder 
Jesus said the Kingdom belongs to them! 
 
As humans we have such tunnel vision, 
we get stuck on the thing in front of us 
and forget about everything else. When 
Jesus said, “They will kill him, and on the 
third day he will be raised to life” the 
disciples seemed to pay no a3en!on to 
the second part of that sentence about 
being raised to life, all they could see was 
the first and it filled them with grief. 
When we are struggling it can be so easy 
to be caught in our sorrow and forget 
everything else. But no ma3er how bleak 
the Winter, Spring always follows. It may 
be cold now but it will be warm again 
soon. 
 
Prayer: Lord of all, life has many seasons. 
Some are !mes of joy and plenty, other 
are !mes of sorrow and loss. But you are 
God through them all. Help me to see the 
bigger picture and trust you are in control 
 
Ac!on: Take a moment to remember a 
hard or difficult !me in you life, then 
remember a good !me. Reflect on how 
God might have been present in both the 
good and the bad !mes  
 

Friday Jan 15: Sarah Smith 
AHer Jesus and his disciples arrived in 

Capernaum, the collectors of the two-
drachma temple tax came to Peter and 
asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the 
temple tax?” 
“Yes, he does,” he replied. 
When Peter came into the house, Jesus 
was the first to speak. “What do you 
think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do 
the kings of the earth collect duty and 
taxes—from their own children or from 
others?”  “From others,” Peter answered. 
“Then the children are exempt,” Jesus 
said to him. Ma3hew 17: 24 – 26 
 
A phrase that I have found so important 
throughout my life is to pick your ba3les. 
Know what is important and worth 
figh!ng for, and know what you are 
willing to compromise. Jesus is known for 
offending religious leaders, but this is one 
!me when he doesn’t, because it deals 
with the rights of a person, and not God’s 
kingdom. Jesus also realises that the tax is 
important to the tax collectors.  
  
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for 
con!nuing to teach us how to live, and be 
in this world, with different rules and 
procedures. Help us to be your disciples in 
this world, following your calling for our 
lives. Help us to con!nue to be engaged in 
this world, and love our neighbours. 
Amen.  
  
Ac!on: Take !me this week to pause and 
breathe before you react to something. 
 

Saturday Jan 16: Norman Smith 
“But so that we may not cause offense, go 
to the lake and throw out your line. Take 
the first fish you catch; open its mouth 
and you will find a four-drachma coin. 
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Take it and give it to them for my tax and 
yours.” Ma3hew 17: 27 
 
Was Jesus a nice guy? Actually yes he was. 
Apart from when he lost his temper in the 
temple we have no record of him shou!ng 
or swearing at anyone. Nor is there any 
record of him puSng people down or 
beli3ling them. Everywhere Jesus went he 
conducted himself in such a way that 
people could see he prac!ced what he 
preached. Put another way, his own 
personality and prac!ce backed up his 
message.  
 
That is a hard one for us because there are 
!mes when our prac!ce and our message 
are different. Research shows our prac!ce 
will draw more people to Christ than any 
amount of preaching. How is your prac!ce 
of faith going? Are you managing to s!ll 
keep all your new year resolu!ons?  
 
Prayer: Heavenly Lord thank you for the 
example of Christ whose live exemplified 
his teaching. Sadly so oHen mine does not. 
Thank you for being such a forgiving and 
inspiring God who will always help me to 
try again and to keep going.  
 
Ac!on: Spend some !me thinking about 
the difference between prac!ce and 
profession.  

 
Sunday Jan 17: Anne Macintosh 

At that !me the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” 
He called a li3le child to him, and placed 
the child among them. And he said: “Truly 
I tell you, unless you change and become 
like li3le children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Ma3hew 18: 1 – 3 

 
The main focus of my working life was 
children. As a teacher I was in the 
honoured posi!on to see children develop 
and grow over their primary school years. 
Although they were at school to learn, we 
as adults in the school also learned from 
them. Children have a different outlook on 
life, they can be curious, honest, bold and 
they are usually eager to learn. Children 
also accept their dependence on others 
and ask for help when needed, they are 
trus!ng and are naturally full of faith.  
 
Children have a way of believing 
everything you say and believing it as fact. 
It's only when we grow up that we tend to 
ques!on everything. 
 
However, in Jewish culture at the !me of 
this passage, children were regarded as 
insignificant un!l they were twelve. So 
Jesus is saying that we should become like 
a child and act as if we were the lowest in 
society.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, We pray for humility to 
lower ourselves, to taking the focus off of 
us and focus on what really ma3ers. Help 
us to change and become like li3le 
children. To see the world as a child sees it 
with hope, joy and wonder. Amen. 
 
Ac!on: Become more childlike in your 
approach to life (this doesn’t mean to 
become immature though!) 

Be curious about everything 
Explore 
Connect with nature 
Share 
Laugh 
Marvel at God's crea!on around us 
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Acts of Random Kindness  
Faith in Jesus works itself out through how we live amongst others. 
How we prac!ce faith is the single most powerful way we have of 
demonstra!ng faith to others. What will you do this week for someone 
else?  Phone / Go Walking Together / Get Messages... 

The Marble Challenge 
 
There is a jar in the church that every !me you invite someone 
else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown there 
was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever to invite 
someone to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward a copy of 
this bulle!n.  
 
Who do you care about enough to invite to church this week?  

Our Church Values 
 

Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST 
 

EQUALITY  is based on who you are and not what you have  
 

EVERYONE  is valued and everyone has giHs that can be offered to God  
 

COMMUNITY  brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures  

On behalf of everyone at Granton 
Parish Church, we wish to publicly 
thank Barbara Gordon for her many 
years of faithful service as church 
cleaner. On balmy hot days of 
summer Barbara was there and on 
dreadfully cold days of winter 
Barbara was there, making sure the 
buildings were kept in !p top shape. 

OHen unseen but never 
unappreciated. Barbara, thank you from everyone at the church. We hope and 
pray that will enjoy your re!rement aHer these many years of service. 
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Throughout January we 
are going to study the 

book of Ruth. She was a remarkable young woman whose 
daring, courageous ac!on to support her mother in law has 
inspired men and women throughout the ages. Who was she, what did she do, 
what can we learn from her and the other characters in her story. Stay tuned in 
January to find out.  

Coming Up Next  

Dear Friends, 

We entered 2020 amongst rumours 
of a new virus emanating from the 
east but to be honest it wasn’t at that 
time really affecting us. Within a 
mere 12 weeks it had changed our 

world as we like many other countries entered our first lock down. Who in 2019 would 
ever have foreseen words/phrases like lockdown, social distancing or you’re muted 
coming to play such a pivotal role in our lives? We all learned both a new vocabulary 
and a new rhythm of life in 2020. 

Entering 2021 we are effectively in another lockdown again but there are differences. 
The virus is not unknown to us as we have lived with the consequences of it. We know 
we can survive this lockdown because we survived the last. Most importantly a vaccine 
is already being rolled out and we all expect to be inoculated at some point in 2021. A 
phrase I have heard repeatedly over the last few weeks is that finally there is ‘light at the 
end of the tunnel’. 

We Christians know about light with Jesus being the light of the world a central tenet of 
our faith. You can read about it in John chapter 1, where John writes in verse 5, ‘The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out.’ Even in the darkest of 
times when life is most difficult we believe in the light, a light that cannot be extin-
guished. 

Going into 2021 I want to encourage you to actively hold onto that light. None of us 
knows what this year will bring nor if it will be looked back on as a good or a bad year. 
However, remind yourself of that verse from John, ‘The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has never put it out.’ 

From everyone at Granton Parish Church we pray you will keep that light close to you 
throughout 2021, that it will be a constant companion and comforter to you and you 
always remember nothing in this world can put that light out. 

God grant you his blessings for the year to come. 

Norman 
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If you have access to the internet, check 
www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE 
to get Thought for the Day delivered every day. 

 

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to 
receive this by post, or want to update your contact 

details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159   

Minister:   
Rev Norman Smith  

   norman@granton.org.uk 
   0131 551 2159 
 
Session Clerk:  
Dan Docwra 

   dan@granton.org.uk  
   0131 467 4239 
 
Parish Assistants:  
David Moodie 

   david@granton.org.uk 
   0785 663 0956  
Sarah Smith 

    sarah@granton.org.uk 
 
 Treasurer: 

   Alan Summers 
   alan@granton.org.uk 
Communications  
   Chas Macintosh  
   chas @granton.org.uk 
   0779 532 3889 
Worship 
   Norman Smith 
   norman@granton.org.uk 
Outreach 
   David Moodie 
   david@granton.org.uk 
Nurture 
   Karen Docwra 
   karen@granton.org.uk 
Social 
   Sandra Cumming 
   sandrac@granton.org.uk 
Property 
   Neil MacDonald 
   neil@granton.org.uk 
Hall Lets  
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 
Pastoral Visit Team Lead 
   Gillian Macintosh 
   gillian@granton.org.uk 
Safeguarding 
   Linda Young 
   linda@granton.org.uk 

 
grantonchurch.org.uk 

 
Climate & Re-Use Project 
grantongoesgreener.org.uk 

 
 

 

For more info about anything in the Bulle=n, 
snap the QR  
code or visit    

grantonchurch.org.uk 

Due to current Government 
regula!ons all church 
ac!vity is being held online.  
Keep checking the website 
for details.  

  
 

We want everyone in the church family to be prayed 
for. Are you willing to spend some !me at home 
praying for other people? If you are you will be given 
a list of people to pray for on a weekly basis. You 
may know them, you may not, they will all be part of 
our church family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry 
team know if you will be part of the prayer team.  

Thu 28th Jan 
7pm, Zoom 

Join with others online as we spend an hour praying 
together for those we know and the world we live in. 
You will need a pen, some paper and a candle. More 
details next week.   


