Due to current Government
regula"ons all church
ac"vity is being held online.
Keep checking the website
for details.

We want everyone in the church family to be prayed
for. Are you willing to spend some "me at home
praying for other people? If you are you will be given
a list of people to pray for on a weekly basis. You
may know them, you may not, they will all be part of
our church family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry
team know if you will be part of the prayer team.

Thu 28th Jan
7pm, Zoom
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying
together for those we know and the world we live in.
You will need a pen, some paper and a candle. More
details next week.

For more info about anything in the Bulle$n,
snap the QR
code or visit
grantonchurch.org.uk

If you have access to the internet, check
www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE
to get Thought for the Day delivered every day.
If you don't have access to the internet and would like to
receive this by post, or want to update your contact
details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159
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Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am
By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link.
By telephone - just follow these steps:
Phone 0131 460 1196
Then enter the mee"ng ID : 982 2448 2457
Then enter #
Then enter the mee"ng password : 905841
Then enter #
You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to
everyone as well if you wish.






Catch up on Sunday Services
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet
s"ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on
Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our
Facebook page.
People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work
of the congrega"on. Go to the website and look at the top of the
page where you will see a Dona"on bu?on. Click it, then either
donate via card or click on the Paypal bu?on. Your dona"on will help our church to keep
making a posi"ve impact on our community and beyond.

Bright Hope
for
Tomorrow

Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest)
Monday Jan 18: Norman Smith
Therefore, whoever takes the lowly
posi"on of this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. And whoever
welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me. Ma?hew 18: 4 – 5
Everyone wants to know their place. If
you a?end a wedding you want to
know what table you are seated at.
Depending on your rela"onship to the
couple you would expect to be nearer
or further away from the top table.
Back in the day before I was married
and a?ending weddings as ‘the
minister’ I oCen found myself at the
furthest table away, tucked into the
back of the room, with people whom I
didn’t know. The happy couple were
quite right to do this because they
knew everyone else there much be?er
than they knew me.
In Jesus day people treated children
the same with them being neither
seen nor heard, relegated to the back
and kept out of the way. Yet Jesus
recognised that a child’s simple faith
was to be commended. They weren’t
worried about the great big issues of
their day, they just accepted they were
loved.
Right now there are so many worries
out there for us it can be hard to

simple accept we are loved. In fact it
takes a lot of work. Perhaps there is
something we can learn from children
in this?
Prayer: Father the world is way
beyond my understanding. So much
happens and I shake my head. That’s
just the things I know about! Help me
to accept you love me, help me in the
midst of worry and not knowing that
you are my heavenly father and you
hold me in your hands.
Ac"on: Take a moment to rest in God.
Don’t do anything just ﬁnd rest.
Tuesday Jan 19: Mary MacLeod Rive3
“If anyone causes one of these li?le
ones—those who believe in me—to
stumble, it would be be?er for them
to have a large millstone hung around
their neck and to be drowned in the
depths of the sea. Woe to the world
because of the things that cause
people to stumble! Such things must
come, but woe to the person through
whom they come! Ma?hew 18: 6 – 7
When children are young, they are
insa"ably curious about the world.
Anyone who’s raised children knows
that in their early years, their most
common ques"on is ‘why?’ They’re
establishing the rules of the world
around them, and they trust their

(Continued from page 6)

and discipline of the early church. The
passage is about Jesus giving
conﬁdence to the disciples to be able

represent him in a diﬃcult situa"on
and to make prayerful decisions as a
group of two or three, knowing he is
with them.

The Marble Challenge
There is a jar in the church that every "me you invite someone
else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown there
was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever to invite
someone to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward a copy of
this bulle"n.
Who do you care about enough to invite to church this week?

Acts of Random Kindness
Faith in Jesus works itself out through how we live amongst others.
How we prac"ce faith is the single most powerful way we have of
demonstra"ng faith to others. What will you do this week for someone
else? Phone / Go Walking Together / Get Messages...

Our Church Values
Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST
EQUALITY is based on who you are and not what you have
EVERYONE is valued and everyone has giCs that can be oﬀered to God
COMMUNITY brings with it respect across the genera"ons and cultures

Throughout January we
are going to study the
book of Ruth. She was a remarkable young woman whose
daring, courageous ac"on to support her mother in law has
inspired men and women throughout the ages. Who was she, what did she do,
what can we learn from her and the other characters in her story. Stay tuned in
January to ﬁnd out.

Coming Up Next
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Saturday Jan 23: Sarah Smith
“If your brother or sister sins, go and
point out their fault, just between the
two of you. If they listen to you, you
have won them over. But if they will
not listen, take one or two others
along, so that ‘every ma?er may be
established by the tes"mony of two
or three witnesses.’ If they s"ll refuse
to listen, tell it to the church; and if
they refuse to listen even to the
church, treat them as you would a
pagan or a tax collector.
“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.
Ma?hew 18: 15 – 19

Ac"on: Who is one person you can
forgive and be reconciled with?
Sunday Jan 24: Karen Docwra
“Again, truly I tell you that if two of
you on earth agree about anything
they ask for, it will be done for them
by my Father in heaven. For where
two or three gather in my name,
there am I with them.” Ma?hew 18:
19 – 20
Do you ever ﬁnd yourself reci"ng the
Lord’s Prayer without really thinking
about the meaning of the words? Or
singing hymns on autopilot
(some"mes geRng caught out by
updates to language!)?
Here we have a passage containing a
verse which, at ﬁrst glance, felt very
familiar to me “Where two or three
are gathered in my name…” When
I’ve given it any thought before I’ve
found the verse comfor"ng,
interpre"ng it as an assurance of
Jesus being with us when we join with
others to pray. However, at the same
"me, it raised a ques"on for me – if
Jesus says he is with us when two or
three are gathered, does that make
private prayer less valid in some way?
How easy it is to take a phrase out of
context or to let the familiar wash
over us!
When we read these verses in the
context of the whole chapter we see
they are, in fact, about the authority

There have been "mes when being
right has seemed more important
than trying to rebuild a rela"onship.
The ques"on for each of us is what
ma?ers more. If the person and that
rela"onship ma?er more than being
right, then reconcilia"on is so
important. The people you reconcile
with here will be with you the rest of
your life. The ques"on for us is what
do we hold more important, being
right or reconciling.
Prayer: Loving God, you call us to love
people, and forgive others as you
have forgiven us. Help us to follow in
your ways so that we can put love
ﬁrst, and forgive people and be
reconciled. Amen.
6

parents and those they love to inform
them of things that will help them to
structure and plan their lives. When
they see a diﬀerence between what
people do and what people say to
them, then they tend to lose faith in
those rules and those people, and the
same is true for older people as well.
If we see that someone’s life reﬂects
what they say, then we trust them.
We tend to forget, though, that saying
one thing and doing another has a
terrible eﬀect on the person who does
it, too. When we pretend to be
someone we aren’t, and we don’t act
as we say we should, we lose track of
who we actually are, the person that
God made us to be. Our rela"onship
with others and our rela"onship with
God starts to break and we become
despairing and lost. God made us who
we are, in all our beauty and oddity,
and made us to be in rela"onship with
him.
Prayer: Lord God, please teach me to
know and to love myself, as you know
and love me. Help me to be honest to
you and to others around me, not to
hide myself from the world and from
you.
Ac"on: write down one honest
ques"on you have about God, faith
and behaviour, and pray that God will
answer it for you. Write down the
answer when it comes - it might take
some "me, so try to remember!

Wednesday Jan 20: Ian McLaughlan
If your hand or your foot causes you
to stumble, cut it oﬀ and throw it
away. It is be?er for you to enter life
maimed or crippled than to have two
hands or two feet and be thrown into
eternal ﬁre. And if your eye causes
you to stumble, gouge it out and
throw it away. It is be?er for you to
enter life with one eye than to have
two eyes and be thrown into the ﬁre
of hell.
Ma?hew 18: 8 – 9
Have you ever used any of the
following sayings: this bag weighs a
ton; there’s enough food in this fridge
to feed an army; I’m so hungry I could
eat a horse; this is the worst day of
my life; or (my favourite) my dad will
kill me when he comes home! These
statements are known as hyperbole
which we use to exaggerate what we
mean or to emphasise a point.
Jesus was also known to use this
drama"c style of language. These two
verses are also found in Ma?hew 5:
29 - 30 and Jesus is using them to grab
our a?en"on, not to be applied
literally (although there was an
historical context of that period that
saw lepers lose body parts due to
infec"on or amputa"on), but rather
to make us take heed of the message
behind the graphic pictures in our
mind.
In referring to the eternal ﬁre of hell,
Jesus is – in a modern context – telling
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gladly gives her last two copper coins.
Do you want to be holy? Look to the
pros"tutes and tax-collectors who
have confessed their sin and now
received forgiveness. And do you
want to be wise? Then learn from the
minds of children. Jesus wasn’t much
interested in the rich, famous or wellrenowned. To him their lives seemed
rather hollow, caught in the endless
game of gathering ever more Earthly
possessions. Instead Jesus taught us
to look to the people on the margins,
to those oCen overlooked, because
they oCen have a much deeper
spiritual insight. I don’t think it’s a
coincidence that two of the most
inspiring ac"vists of the past decade,
Malala Yousafzai and Greta Thunberg,
are both young women. They used
their perspec"ve, one that is so oCen
ignored to challenged the rest of the
world and make them pay a?en"on
to problems that have been for too
long ignored.

us that there may not be a need to
mu"late our bodies as a punishment
for our sins but instead He challenges
us to con"nually make sacriﬁces as we
follow Him in our daily lives.
Prayer: Father, I thank you for the fact
that I haven’t been asked to make the
gruesome sacriﬁce of losing parts of
my body for my sins but instead
grateful to be reminded that you
forgive me as I try to follow your Son’s
example. Amen
Ac"on: Ask for God’s forgiveness for
your sin today.
Thursday Jan 21: David Moodie
“See that you do not despise one of
these li?le ones. For I tell you that
their angels in heaven always see the
face of my Father in heaven.
Ma?hew 18: 10 – 11
Who are your role models, the people
you look it to the most? Are they
celebri"es, sports people, poli"cians?
Are the billionaires, actors or
musicians? Have they experienced
great success wealth and fame? These
are the kinds of people who usually
top the list of most popular role
models.

When God speaks to us it is oCen
from the margins of society, “from the
mouths of babes and infants” (Psalm
8: 2). Our challenge is to ﬁnd those
voices and listen to what they have to
say.
Prayer: God of the li?le children, help
me to discover the wisdom of
children. Remind me always that
depending on you and admiRng my
vulnerability isn’t a weakness but a
strength. May I see the world with

When Jesus taught he oCen used role
models, but his role models were
usually people on the margins. Do you
want to know what it means to be
sa"sﬁed? Look at the woman who
4

childlike wonder, and learn to rely on
you as my faithful parent.
Ac"on: Who could be a new role
model for you, someone you might
not have considered before? Think
about who that could be and how you
could learn from them.
Friday Jan 22: Stuart Mitchell
“What do you think? If a man owns a
hundred sheep, and one of them
wanders away, will he not leave the
ninety-nine on the hills and go to look
for the one that wandered oﬀ? And if
he ﬁnds it, truly I tell you, he is
happier about that one sheep than
about the ninety-nine that did not
wander oﬀ. In the same way your
Father in heaven is not willing that any
of these li?le ones should perish.
Ma?hew 18: 12 – 14
During this ongoing pandemic many of
us have felt lost, lonely, discouraged
and perhaps even at "mes we have
found ourselves ques"oning our faith.
This makes this parable all the more
powerful and per"nent.
In the parable the 99 represent the
Pharisees. The Pharisees did not
understand why Jesus chose to spend
his "me amongst people they
regarded as sinners. They ﬁgured they
were far more important and that he
should be spending all his "me with
them. Jesus wanted to illustrate very
clearly to his disciples that he wanted

to go out and ﬁnd the lost. These
were the very people who needed him
the most.
A shepherd in Pales"ne in these "mes
had a very tough job; he protected his
ﬂock from all sorts of wild animals and
considered each and every single one
of his sheep to be important to the
ﬂock. This is exactly the kind of care
God wants for all of us. He doesn’t
want even one of his ﬂock to go
astray. He had seen mankind go
astray and so sent his son to ﬁnd us.
He wants us as Chris"ans to do the
same through our faith. It is our duty
to care for the lost, the lonely and the
discouraged with his help. How
fortunate we are to have the greatest
shepherd of them all looking out for
us.
Prayer: Loving, caring God, You care
for each one of us in a way we are
oCen undeserving of. Help us to
remember that your love and
protec"on is forever with us even if
we should stray from your path. Give
us the strength to be good shepherds
and help us to use our faith to reach
out to the lost and the lonely
par"cularly in these trying "mes.
Ac"on: Reach out to someone who
you think may be struggling or feeling
lost in these worrying "mes. A phone
call, Zoom call, email, text or even a
le?er may be the answer to their
prayers.
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