WEEKLY BULLETIN
Sunday 11th April 2021

WELCOME BACK!
in person | on Zoom
on Facebook | on Youtube
Welcome to church this Sunday morning
where we gather as a community rooted
in Jesus, worshipping him. Whether in
person or online everyone is welcome to
share in the worship experience together.
One body made of many parts we gather
from all over the UK and beyond to aﬃrm
anew our faith in Jesus.
If gathering in the building, please follow
the guidance of the Welcome Team who
will help you navigate your way around
what we can and cannot do in terms of
worship. Things might be a bit diﬀerent
from what you are used to. Please be
pa!ent and arrive early.

Services will be diﬀerent
For Everyone
Yes to worshipping God
Yes to mee!ng & joining others
Yes to praying
Yes to gathering round the word
Yes to hearing the word opened up
Yes to being inspired to honour Jesus with
our lives
For those in the building
Yes to wearing a mask
Yes to social distancing
No to si<ng where you always sat
No to si<ng within 2 meters of others
No to singing hymns

Join this Sunday's service at 10.30am on Zoom
By computer/smartphone - go to grantonchurch.org.uk and follow the link.
By telephone - just follow these steps:
Phone 0131 460 1196
Then enter the mee!ng ID : 982 2448 2457
Then enter #
Then enter the mee!ng password : 905841
Then enter #
You will now be able to hear the service and you will also be able to speak to
everyone as well if you wish.






Thoughts for The Day (Weekly Digest)
Monday Apr 5: David Moodie
“So when you see standing in the holy
place ‘the abomina!on that causes
desola!on,’ spoken of through the
prophet Daniel—let the reader
understand—then let those who are in
Judea ﬂee to the mountains. Let no
one on the housetop go down to take
anything out of the house. Let no one
in the ﬁeld go back to get their cloak.
MaEhew 24: 15 – 18
It’s a bit of a shock isn’t it? Yesterday
we were celebra!ng the joys of Easter
Sunday, but now we’re back into doom
and damna!on. Going through a
whole book means reading every
verse, both the easy, reassuring
verses, and the hard, unseEling verses.
MaEhew 24 is mostly the laEer; it is a
chapter full of dark prophesies and
ominous warnings.
But while these verses aren’t the
easiest readings, they are s!ll
important. As we all know, especially
aKer a year like 2020, life is full of
highs and lows. There are days like
Easter Sunday when we want to
celebrate and rejoice. There are days
like Good Friday when all we can do is
mourn and be sad. And there are days
like Easter Saturday, the days in
between marked by uncertainty and
doubt. We need a faith that can see us
through every season of life: highs and
lows, excitements and

disappointment, ends and new
beginnings. Reading these tricky verses
and be uncomfortable but doing so
gives us a more well-rounded faith
that cans see us through every season.
Prayer: God of all seasons, be with me
today. When I succeed be with me in
my rejoicing. When I suﬀer be with me
in my mourning. When I am scared
reassure me with your presence. And
when I take a stand, grant me your
courage and strength. Whatever I face
today, be with me.
Ac!on: Take a moment to check in
with God. How are you doing today,
and how is your rela!onship with God?
Tuesday Apr 6: Sarah Smith
How dreadful it will be in those days
for pregnant women and nursing
mothers! Pray that your ﬂight will not
take place in winter or on the Sabbath.
For then there will be great distress,
unequalled from the beginning of the
world un!l now—and never to be
equalled again. MaEhew 24: 19 – 21
This is nothing against pregnant
women or nursing mothers. In this
passage, MaEhew is speaking about
the siege and destruc!on of
Jerusalem. Those carrying an extra
load would have a more diﬃcult !me

ge<ng out of Jerusalem, compared to
those who don’t have extra people or
things to carry to get out of Jerusalem
before is destroyed. As we here in
Scotland know, winter days are quite
short, so trying to make long journeys
is not easy, because there is not much
daylight. While there is this news to
focus on, there is that glimmer of
hope at the end of this passage, there
will never be great distress like there
was again. Even though there are
!mes like we are having right now,
there will never be destruc!on like
that again.
Prayer: God of hope, even when we
see death and despair, you remind us
that they do not have the last word.
May we con!nue to look for signs of
hope which you provide us daily.
Ac!on: Be willing to look beyond what
is not going well in your day, and ﬁnd
those glimmers of hope.
Wednesday Apr 7: Norman Smith
“If those days had not been cut short,
no one would survive, but for the sake
of the elect those days will be
shortened. At that !me if anyone says
to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or,
‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For
false messiahs and false prophets will
appear and perform great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect. See, I have told you ahead
of !me. MaEhew 24: 22 – 25

Google ‘List of people who claimed to
be Jesus’ and you’ll be surprised there
have been so many. With so many
claimants how do we know the Jesus
of the bible is actually the correct
one? He is the only person to have
fulﬁlled all the prophecies and most
importantly the only one whom
hundreds of people saw aKer he came
back from the dead. We all know
there is a big diﬀerence between what
some claim and their ability to deliver.
That is why it’s important we follow
the correct person. AKer all, it is only
our immortal, eternal soul that is at
stake!
Prayer: Father give me ears to hear
and eyes to see, most importantly
give me a discerning spirit to see
when I am following the wrong
person.
Ac!on: Before following anyone
today, consider if they are qualiﬁed.
Thursday Apr 8: Mary Macleod Rive6
“So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is,
out in the wilderness,’ do not go out;
or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do
not believe it. For as lightning that
comes from the east is visible even in
the west, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. Wherever there is a
carcass, there the vultures will gather.
MaEhew 24: 26 – 28
When we were liEle, going out ﬁshing
in my uncle’s boat, he would always
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say ‘look out for the gannets’. Where
you could see the gannets diving into
the sea was where the ﬁsh were, and
you could see them for miles, because
they would aEract all the other birds.
In the dry land of the Near East,
where an animal dropped dead, you
could see the vultures gathering to
clear up the carcass, and you could
see them for miles. So what Jesus is
saying there is very clear. Don’t get
misled by people who try to persuade
you that Jesus’ return will be a secret,
hidden in the wilderness or shut in a
private room. When the Lord returns
in glory, the whole of crea!on will see
it and know. So don’t worry, don’t get
distracted, just focus on doing God’s
will here and now in your life. You
won’t miss it!

shaken.’ MaEhew 24: 29

Prayer: Lord God, we can’t know
when you’ll return, but we know it
won’t be a secret. Help us to trust you
through blessings and trials, and help
us to pa!ently tread the path that you
set before us, so you will ﬁnd us
ready, whenever you come. Amen

We think of the Sun, Moon, and Stars
as unchanging, permanent ﬁxtures of
our world. Times change, seasons
pass, yet every morning the Sun s!ll
rises. But even those things are
changing, on !mescales that are
beyond our imagina!on. Nothing, not
even the stars in the sky, can last
forever.

The Universe is 13.7 Billion years old.
Our Sun is thought to have formed 4.6
billion years ago when gas in our Solar
system collapsed into one point. The
Moon is thought to have formed soon
aKer when a small planet known as
Theia smashed into the Earth, its
debris forming the Moon. In 5 billion
years’ !me the Sun will have will have
exhausted all the hydrogen that
currently fuels it, and instead will turn
to helium, transforming the Sun into a
red giant more than 100x its size. The
Earth would by this point have lost its
atmosphere. AKer another billion
years even the helium will run out and
the Sun will contract to a white dwarf,
a !ny remnant of the star.

Ac!on: Focus as much as you can on
each moment, trying to see what God
is teaching you in it.

Faith reminds us that the world is
much bigger than us. Like Job we
must learn that there are things far
beyond our comprehension. But faith
also gives us an anchor. When the
world seems large and overwhelming,
it gives us a lifeline to hold onto.

Friday Apr 9: David Moodie
“Immediately aKer the distress of
those days “‘the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be
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Prayer: God of the Universe, how
could we ever hope to grasp the
wonder and strangeness of crea!on?
We are like ﬂowers in the ﬁeld, we
bloom and then we pass. But from
everlas!ng to everlas!ng your love is
with us. Help us to stay rooted in that
love.
Ac!on: Remember the bigger picture
today. It can be so easy to get caught
up the moment, so take a step back
and remind yourself that you are part
of a wider story.
Saturday Apr 10: Sarah Smith
“Then will appear the sign of the Son
of Man in heaven. And then all the
peoples of the earth will mourn when
they see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven, with power and
great glory. And he will send his angels
with a loud trumpet call, and they will
gather his elect from the four winds,
from one end of the heavens to the
other. MaEhew 24: 30 – 31
This is part of the image that Jesus is
pain!ng of his Second Coming. We
don’t know what this will look like.
There is no descrip!on here on the
sign of what this will be, but what
maEers is that Christ will come again.
When he comes again, people will be
gathered together again with him. In
this passage, Jesus says that his elect
will be gathered. While this might
cause some people to get hung up on
whether or not they are elect, there is

an invita!on for us here. We are
invited to live our lives as faithful
Chris!ans, and con!nue to follow the
teachings of Jesus. We do not know
what the future will look like, but we
can control how we live our lives in
the present.
Prayer: God of all !mes and places,
you have promised that Christ will
come again. While we wait for Jesus to
come again, you remind us to
faithfully live our lives, and to love
each other as you have called us to.
May we heed this call, and con!nue to
support and nourish our communi!es.
Amen
Ac!on: Live faithfully now in the
present
Sunday Apr 11: Norman Smith
“Now learn this lesson from the ﬁg
tree: As soon as its twigs get tender
and its leaves come out, you know
that summer is near. Even so, when
you see all these things, you know that
it is near, right at the door. Truly I tell
you, this genera!on will certainly not
pass away un!l all these things have
happened. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will never pass
away. MaEhew 23: 32 - 35
There is a branch of Chris!an faith
that embraces numerology, seeing
signiﬁcance in par!cular numbers/
dates. It’s a fascina!ng area you can
lose hours and hours exploring.
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Diﬀerent faith groups have
proclaimed rapture at various !mes
because they all claimed to work out
the numbers. However if you read
Jesus words carefully he spent less
!me thinking of par!cular numbers
and much more !me drawing
aEen!on to humani!es need of
redemp!on. So it was he could
reliably predict that even before the
current genera!on passed, signs of
the end !me would be present. We
know looking back they have been
present for the last 2000 years and
know in our hearts they will be

present wherever human beings are.
Kind of shows how much we need
redemp!on, does it not?
Prayer: Heavenly Lord, you know the
mo!va!ons of my heart and know
that some!mes they are good and
some!mes they are bad. I know the
capacity for good and evil reside
within me. I also know only by your
strength can I live a life like Jesus
lived. Help me in this!
Ac!on: Try to do your best today to
live a Christ like life.

Acts of Random Kindness
Faith in Jesus works itself out through how we live amongst others.
How we prac!ce faith is the single most powerful way we have of
demonstra!ng faith to others. What will you do this week for someone
else? Phone / Go Walking Together / Get Messages...

People have been asking how they can support the ongoing work
of the congrega!on. Go to the website and look at the top of the
page where you will see a Dona!on buEon. Click it, then you will
have a few op!ons from contac!ng the Treasurer and giving direct
or via card or click on the Paypal buEon. Your dona!on will help our church to keep
making a posi!ve impact on our community and beyond.

The Marble Challenge
There is a jar in the church that every !me you invite someone
else to church you put a marble in the jar. Before lockdown there
was a steady stream of marbles. Now it’s easier than ever to invite
someone to church. Just share the Zoom link or forward a copy of
this bulle!n.
Who do you care about enough to invite to church this week?
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Between now and the end of Summer we
an!cipate a relaxing of restric!ons which
means many church groups will be able to
restart. It is highly likely groups will be
looking for new people to help.
Have you thought how you could help out? Can you spare just 2 hours a week
to help with the coﬀee morning or lunch club? What about being part of the
banner group or sewing group? Perhaps something else like a walking group or
reading group? Maybe your thing is gardening and you’re willing to help round
the church? The Kirk Session would like everyone who is part of the church
family to have an ac!ve role. What will yours be?

Prayer Garden
Through Lent we have had the church grounds set up as a prayer garden where
people can take some !me to contemplate life, the universe and everything
with a par!cular focus on our rela!onship to God.
From the feedback received which has been overwhelmingly posi!ve it has
been decided to keep this going aKer Easter. The grounds will remain open and
there will be a periodic refreshing of the inspira!onal texts for people to
engage with. We are not telling you when this happens, you will need to go
along and see for yourself! If you have any ideas how this might be developed,
please let us know.

Catch up on Sunday Services
If you are not able to catch the service on Sunday mornings yet
s!ll want to catch the service later, we broadcast the services on
Facebook Live. Check out the church website or go straight to our
Facebook page.

Our Church Values
Everything we do is rooted in JESUS CHRIST
EQUALITY is based on who you are and not what you have
EVERYONE is valued and everyone has giKs that can be oﬀered to God
COMMUNITY brings with it respect across the genera!ons and cultures
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Small Groups
Want to meet other people and explore faith together? If
yes then this is for you. We have set up small groups that
will meet regularly for around 40 mins. If you are
interested in joining please contact Sarah. Her email is on
the panel opposite.

Pray it forward
We want everyone in the church family to be prayed
for. Are you willing to spend some !me at home praying
for other people? If you are you will be given a list of
people to pray for on a weekly basis. You may know
them, you may not, they will all be part of our church
family. Let Norman or one of the Ministry team know if
you will be part of the prayer team.

Pray together
Thursday May 6th at 7pm on Zoom
Join with others online as we spend an hour praying
together for those we know and the world we live in. You
will need a pen, some paper and a candle.

Next Sunday - Celebrate Together
In person or online at 10.30am

For more info about anything in the BulleCn,
snap the QR
code or visit
grantonchurch.org.uk

If you have access to the internet, check
www.grantonchurch.org.uk and click SUBSCRIBE
to get Thought for the Day delivered every day.
If you don't have access to the internet and would like to
receive this by post, or want to update your contact
details please call Norman on 0131 551 2159
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Minister:
Rev Norman Smith
norman@granton.org.uk
0131 551 2159
Session Clerk:
Dan Docwra
dan@granton.org.uk
0131 467 4239
Parish Assistants:
David Moodie
david@granton.org.uk
0785 663 0956
Sarah Smith
sarah@granton.org.uk
Treasurer:
Alan Summers
alan@granton.org.uk
Communications
Chas Macintosh
chas @granton.org.uk
0779 532 3889
Worship
Norman Smith
norman@granton.org.uk
Outreach
David Moodie
david@granton.org.uk
Nurture
Karen Docwra
karen@granton.org.uk
Social
Sandra Cumming
sandrac@granton.org.uk
Property
Neil MacDonald
neil@granton.org.uk
Hall Lets
Linda Young
linda@granton.org.uk
Pastoral
Gillian Macintosh
gillian@granton.org.uk
Safeguarding
Linda Young
linda@granton.org.uk
grantonchurch.org.uk
Climate & Re-Use Project
grantongoesgreener.org.uk

